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Assad urges strong Arab army 

DAMASCUS (R) — President Hafez AJ Assad toid the Syrian armed 
forces Wednesday Israel was resisting peace and the Arabs needed 
stronger forces to face the dangers threatening them. "Aug I. the 45th 
anniversary Of the establishment of the armed forces, comes amid big 
chan ges in the world which require us to be vigilant and to draw the 
correct conclusions,” Assad said in a speech reported by the official news 
agency SAHA. “ Zionism is wotting with trickery to exploit these changes 
in favour of Israel and to negatively affect Arab causes.” Israel is still 
adopting its known policy rejecting every sincere effort for peace, keeping 
the occupied Arab territories and planning to occupy more Arab land.” 
He said improvement of the Arab armed forces was “a guarantee to 
prevent a real catastrophe for Arabs. We should prepare ourselves 
seriously to confront the dangers facing the Arab World." Peace can no: 
be achieved in this region as long as Israel continues to develop its 
armament and to work to improve its army with Imported human forces." 
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House bears report 
. on Soviet emigres 
in secret session 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The Lower 
.House of ParKaxuent convened 
Wednesday but went into a secret 
session to bear a g overnm ent 
report on contacts undertaken by 

- Jordan to coon ter the threats 
inherent in. the massive Jewish 
influx to lsraeL Speaker Sulci- 
man Am announced at the oat- 
set of the session that (be govern- 
ment had asked for a secret ses- 
sion from which jotunaiisis were 

• barred. The report was expected 
to ber read to . the House by 
Deputy Prime Minister and Fore- 
ign Minister Marwan A! Qascrn. 
The session was ammdgri by 
Prime Minister Modar Badran 
and Cabinet members. No im- 
mediate details were available on 
the government's report to . the 
House. 

Soviet plane crashes 
in Azerbaijan 

MOSCOW (AP) — A. small air- 
liner carrying 30 people from 
Armenia to the disputed territory 
of Nagorno-Karabakh crashed in 
dense fog Wednesday in Azerbai- 
. jan, Soviet news media reported. 
There was no immediate informa- 
tion on casualties or the canse of 
the crash. The wreckage of the 
Aeroflot Yakovlev-40 was disco- 
vered in the Agdam region of 
Azerbaijan, immediately east of 

- Nagorno-Karabakh and its capital 
of Stepanakert, reported the In- 
terfax news agency, quoting in- 
formation reported to the Arme- 
nian parliament The area is not 
directly on the plane's route frbm 
the Armenian capital of Y er e vaj i 
to. Stepanakert, but the ainaaft 
could have been dieting to enter 
its landing pa ttern., * 

Namibia reports 
coup plbt ’ ' - 

WINDHOEK (R) Namibian 

Prime Minister . Hage Griqgob 
said Wednesday security forces 
bad uncovered a plot to over- 
throw the government of- the 
four- month-old African state. He 
said be would not cfiscfose^any 
details as investigations woe at a 
sensitive stage. Namibia — focus 
of an international dispute for 
more than half a century and 
scene of a bloody bush war for 23 
years — gained independence 
from South Africa cm. March 21 
after United Nations-supervised 
elections; Gcingob’s announce- 
ment followed claims by the 
Namibian newspaper that 500 
former nwmbexs of a South Afri- 
can counter insurgency unit, in- 
cluding Angolan, rebels, have 
been involved in a coup plot. 
The paper sad the plot was fr- 
nanced by unnamed sources in 
the United States and revealed by 
conspirators who defected to the 
Namibian security forces. 

Sudan releases - 
18 trade unionists 

KHARTOUM (AP) The 

military government Wednesday 
Creed 18 trade unionists who were 
in custody on suspicion of insti- 
gating strikes, the official Sudan 
News Agency (SUNA) reported. 
SUNA raid the releases were “a 
good gesture from foe revolution 
and a move to allow them to open 
a new page.” Sudan’s powerful 
trade and professional unions 
played an important robs in over- 
throwing President Jaafar 
Numeiri in 1985. They were ac- 
tive in Sudanese pobtics until 
Omar Hassan Ai Bashir dissolved 

them shortly after talcing over in a 
militar y , coop June: 30, 1989. 
SUNA said those released in- 
cluded AH Abdulla AJ Simait, 
head of the 100,000-member 
Railway Workers Union. The 
freed men also included Mabjoub 
Ahmad At Zubair, deputy ctair - 

man of the OXH5 mjflicXHillOQg. 
Federation of Trade Unions. 

Zhelev elected 
Bulgaria president 

SOFIA (AP)-— Zbelyu Zbdev, 
who led Bulgaria’s democratic 
opposition id June’s free elec- 
tions, was elected president 
Wednesday, the first non- 
commumst to gam any leading 
post in Balkan nation in more 
than 40 years. Zhetev’s election 
by paxfiaznent ended almost a 
month of political stalemate fol- 
lowing the resignation July 6 of 
President Perar Mladenov,- a 
member of the former Commun- 
ist Party, now known as the 
Socialists. 


Iraq-Kuwait talks collapse 
in Jeddah but will resume 


JEDDAH (Agencies) — Crisis 
talks between Iraq and Kuwait 
collapsed Wednesday and Iraq 
said Kuwait was not serious about 
meeting its demands bat Kuwait 
expressing hope that discussions 
would continue. 

Both sides spoke of further 
talks. Iraq, which went reluctant- 
ly to the first session on neutral 
Saufo ground, insisted (hey would 
have to be in Baghdad. 

Oil prices, already boosted by 
the dispute, jumped higher on the 
news and fears of an armed clash. 

But foe border between the 
two neighbours remained open 
Wednesday afternoon and there 
was no sign of military move- 
ment. 

The two-week crisis over oil, 
borders and money has been 
accompanied by a massive show 
of Ira qi strength at the border, 
es ti mated by diplomatic sources 
at 100,000 troops as well as hun- 
dreds of tanks and other 
armoury. 

rrwit Ibrahim, deputy chair- 
man of Iraq's Revolutionary 
Command Council, left the Saudi 
summer capital early Wednesday 
morning without making a state- 
ment and without holding a sche- 
duled second round of talks with 
Kuwait's Crown Prince and 
Prime Minister Sheikh Saad Al 
Abdullah Al Sabah. 


In Baghdad. Deputy Prime 
Minister Sa’doun Hammadi said 
the two sides failed to reach an 
agreement because Iraq “did not 
see any seriousness by the 
Kuwaiti officials in tackling the 
major damage inflicted on Iraq 
due to their recent behaviour and 
stands against Iraq’s fundamental 
interests.’ 1 

Hammadi told the official Iraqi 
News Agency (INA) that the 
talks would continue as worked 
ont with mediators President 
Hosni Mubarak of Egypt and 
King Fahd of Saudi Arabia. 

Ibrahim's abrupt departure 
tensed nerves in the oil-rich Gulf 
region as rumours shot through 
world oil and financial markets 
that Iraqi troops had invaded 
Kuwait or that their joint border 
was closed. * 

Oil executives said the price of 
oil shot up by half a dollar a 
barrel. 

A Kuwait delegation member 
decried these reports. 

In Kuwait itself, travellers 
arriving from Iraq said the border 
ctieckpoints on both sides were 
operating normally. Iraqi troops 
and military vehicles were sighted 
at areas within Iraqi territory far 
from foe border with Kuwait, 
said the travellers, who spoke on 
concfition of anonymity. 

“It is just not right to circulate 
rumours and fexpect us to re- 


spond,” said a senior Foreign 
Ministry official in Kuwait. 

Fahd arranged for Sheikh Saad 
and Ibrahim to have a short 
meeting after their arrival in the 
Saudi summer capital Tuesday, 
and feted both delegations at a 
dinner banquet. 

In between. Crown Prince 
Abdullah brought the two sides 
together for two hours of talks, 
including a tete-a-tete between 
the delegation leaders. 

Sources close to foe conference 
affirmed that Iraq maintained a 
hardline stance. 

From the start, Baghdad in- 
sisted that the Jeddah session be a 
protocol meeting to be followed 
by a working meeting in Bagh- 
dad. 

The Kuwaiti delegation held 
extensive talks with foe Saudi 
leadership after the departure of 
the Iraqis and before his own 
departure. Sheikh Saad issued a 
statement affirming his country's 
faith in continuing foe dialogue 
through direct negotiations. 

A Kuwaiti official said foe Jed- 
dah talks collapsed because 
Kuwait would not give in to Iraqi 
demands on territory and war 
loans. 

Saudi mediators said the two 
sides had only one full meeting — 
the two-hour session late Tues- 
day. 

U.S. warships in the Gulf, 


which played a vital role in keep- 
ing oil routes open during foe 
Irao-Iraq war, are on high alert 
and the United States is holding 
military exercises with foe United 
Arab Emirates, another Gulf 
state which attracted Iraq’s 
wrath. 

Hammadi told INA: “The two 
sides discussed foe existing diffe- 
rent problems between foe two 
countries and each side presented 
its point of view and meetings will 
be held in Baghdad to continue 
the discussion.” 

Sheikh Saad told foe official 
news agency KUNA: 

“1 look forward to the resump- 
tion of direct meetings and nego- 
tiations in both brotherly coun- 
tries to reach a solution to all 
issues under the Arab League 
Charter and in a fashion that will 
ensure our joint and legitimate 
interest.” 

Iraq rammed home its de- 
mands Wednesday with another 
scathing attack in Baghdad's offi- 
cial press. 

The government daily A! 
Jumhuriya dismissed Kuwait's 
description of foe crisis as a 
“summer cloud.” It said the only 
solution was for Kuwait to change 
its attitude and “erase the traces 
of all harm and aggression which 
it inflicted on Iraq.” 


Iraq, Iran signal major breakthrough 


CAIRO (AP) — Iran and Iraq 
bare asked an Islamic conference 
to forego debate on their peace 
pffortr saying-foal they together 
had drafted what the meeting's 
final communique win say about 
the issue, a senior Egyptian dele- 
gate said Wednesday. 

.. It was foe latest sign of prog- 
ress in moves by Iraq and Iran, 
whose eight-year war ended in a 
ceasefire in 1988, to reach a 
negotiated se t tlem e nt. 

.It was disclosed on the second 
day of foe annual foreign minis- 
ters session of foe 45-member 
Organisation of Islamic Confer- 
ence (OIC), which opened in 
Cairo Tuesday. 

The request to drop the Gulf 
problem from the 85-item confer- 
ence agenda came from Iranian 
chief delegate Hojatoleslam 
Mohammad Ah Taskhiri and Ira- 
qi Interior Minister Samir Abdul 
Wahab, who heads Ins country's 
team. 

_ The conference agreed and the 
item was removed from floor 


debate. 

Taskhiri told reporters at foe 
end of the session that both Iraq 
and Iran agreed on the final 
wording of the communique cm 
the two countries' peace efforts. 

“One thing has been prepared 
for the final communique regard- 
ing the peace talks. This has been 
approved here by Iran and Iraq.” 
Taskhiri said. 

When asked to elaborate, Tas- 
khiri said: “The resolution con- 
centrates on welcoming the rap- 
prochement between the two 
countries within the framework 
of United Nations Security Coun- 
cil resolutions.” 

He said the resolution also calls 
for increasing cooperation be- 
tween the two countries for 
achieving peace. 

“TTiey decided to take the mat- 
ter into their own hands rather 
than through a working group of 
the conference.” Egypt’s Amr 
Moussa, who chaired the confer- 
ence’s preparatory committee, 
told the Associated Press. 


He said this “signifies that 
things are much better” between 
foe Gulf war foes. 

“The next (in foe final com- 
munique) win be based on talks 
already held between Iran and 
Iraq,” Moussa said. 

This referred to talks in Gene- 
va last month between Iraqi Fore- 
ign Minister Tareq Aziz and his 
Iranian counterpart A Li Akbar 
Velayati. 

After those talks, Velayati said 
he was more optimistic than be- 
fore that foe deadlocked peace 
effort could move ahead. Aziz 
described the meeting as con- 
structive. 

Iraqi President Saddam Hus- 
sein was reported early this year 
to have proposed to Iranian Pres- 
ident Hashemi Rafsanjani direct 
peace talks and a summit meet- 
ing. 

On the summit proposal, Iran . 
fod not refuse outright but said 
lower-level meetings must come 
first. The Geneva talks indicated 
Iraq accepted Tehran’s view on 


this. 

Another recent sign of im^ 
proved relations was Iran’s stated 
readiness to coordinate its oil 
policy with Iraq. This was appa- 
rent at last week’s Geneva meet- 
ing of foe Organisation of Pet- 
roleum Exporting Countries 
(OPEC), of which the two coun- 
tries are members. 

Egypt’s Moussa said the 
Inutian-Iraqi draft was to be pre- 
sented to foe ministerial confer- 
ence Friday “for inclusion in foe 
final communique.” The session 
is slated to end Saturday. 

Other conference sources 
quoted Iranian delegation leader 
Taskhiri as speaking of “a 
mutually agreed wording'' and a 
“good climate and more favour- 
able dispositions” in Iran-Iraq 
dealings. 

They jtiso quoted Iraqi chief 
delegate Abdul Wahab as telling* 
foe ministers that Iran’s response 
to President Hussein’s peace in- 
itiative was “dn encouraging 
sign.” 


Israel ays 
guerrilla 
boat sunk 

TEL AVIV (Agencies) — An 
Israeli navy patrol attacked and 
sank a guerrilla boat in southern 
Lebanon Wednesday, kitting the 
two rn^n aboard, the army com- 
mand said. 

“A navy Dabour patrol des- 
troyed a rubber guerrilla boat 
killing foe two guerrillas aboard,” 
an army communique said. 
“There was no injury . to the 
Israeli patrol." 

The gunboat force killed foe 
two men, 15 kilometres north of 
Israel's border. They were head- 
ing south and were about to enter 
waters off Israel’s self-declared 
“security zone” in South Leba- 
non, the army spokesman added. 

Israel's navy routinely patrols 
the Lebanese coast to thwart 
Palestinian seaborne attacks on 
foe Jewish state. The navy has 
killed seven Arabs in what it said 
were three attempted sea raids 
from Lebanon this year. 

The last attempt was in June 
when Israel sank a speedboat off 
South Lebanon, killing two 
Palestinians. Military sources said 
foal in that dash foe guerrillas 
fired on the naval patrol with 
automatic weapons ami rocket- 
propelled grenades. 

Responsibility for that attack 
was claimed by a Lebanese 
group, a traditional supporter of 
the Palestinians in Lebanon. 

There was no daim of responsi- 
bility for Wednesday's aborted 
attack. 


Qaddoumi slams U.S. policy; 
Levy to seek Baker guarantee 


CAIRO (R) — Palestine libera- 
tion Organisation (FLO) sharply 
criticised the United States 
Wednesday, accusing it of in- 
sincerity in Middle East peace 
efforts and of aiding Israel by 
deliberately playing for time. 

“The United States of America 
adopts or offers (peace) propos- 
als hoping to gain time and avoid 
entering international, Arab or 
Palestinian initiatives,” said 
Farouk Qaddoumi, head of the 
PLO’s Political Department. 

Qaddoumi, effectively the 
Palestinian foreign minister, told 
a ministerial meeting of the Orga- 
nisation of Islamic Conference 
(OIC) in Cairo that Washington 
was no longer capable of achiev- 
ing peace between Arabs and 
Israelis. 

In a rebuff to Egypt, Qad- 
doumi criticised U.S, Secretary of 
State James Baker for bis plan to 
bring foe two rides together for 
talks on the future of the loneli- 
occupied territories. 

Tbe PLO attack on the U.S. 
continued with reports that 
Israeli Foreign Minister David 
Levy will seek U.S. osnmitmems 
to shut the PLO of any Israeli- 
Palestinian peace talks when he 
visits Washington next week. 

“One of the ideas he will sug- 
gest is a written commitment 
from foe United States on no 
participation of foe PLO, no 
Israel-PLO dialogue and no 
Palestinian state." an official 
said. 


Levy's visit comes at a time of 
uneasy relations between Israel 
and its main ally Washington, 
which is frustrated by Israeli con- 
ditions stalling peace talks with 
Palestinians. 

The Israeli foreign minister will 
meet Baker, who angered Israeli 
leaders in June when he said they 
should call Washington when 
they were serious about peace. 

U.S. Assistant Secretary of 
State for Near Eastern Affairs 
John Kelly said Tuesday that 
Baker wanted clarification on 
which Palestinians Israel would 
accept at such talks. 

In what appeared a threat to 
end U.S. mediation in the IsraeU- 
Palestinian conflict, Kelly said 
foe United States would decide if 
Israel’s response “provides a 
basis on which to proceed.” 

Baker has asked Israel if it 
would consider Palestinian dele- 
gates on a name-by-name basis 
and if expelled Palestinians and 
Jerusalem Palestinians could par- 
ticipate. 

Levy was a leading opponent of 
the proposed peace tails in the 
last government. 

Qaddoumi told tbe Cairo con- 
ference Wednesday that “Baker's 
plan served Israel's interests but 
Israel still refused it” 

In recent weeks Cairo's state- 
owned daily newspapers have 
criticised PLO leader Yasser Ara- 
fat over remarks he is reported to 
have made about Egypt's dose 
ties with Washington.. Cairo is the 


biggest recipient of U.S. aid after 
Israel. 

On Tuesday, leaders of foe 
Palestinian uprising denounced 
Egypt as a U.S. poppet playing a 
hostile role at Washington’s be- 
hest. 

Qaddoumi has long been 
known for his opposition to 
Egypt’s ties with the Jewish state 
and has not visited Cairo in an 
official capacity since foe 1979 
treaty. 

He said foe PLO had been 
receptive to foe offer last May by 
right-wing Israeli Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Shamir to bold local elec- 
tions in tbe occupied West Bank 
and Gaza Strip. 

Shamir bad made the offer, 

Qaddoumi said, for the sake of 
appearances and to gain time in 
which to quell the intifada. 

But, he added, the PLO “did 

not find a listening ear on tbe part 
of either Israel or the United 
States.” 

On the U.S. decision to sus- 
pend its dialogue with the PLO 
over hs refusal to condemn a May 
30 guerrilla raid on Israel, Qad- 
domni said the t alks had dealt 
With adminis trative matters, HOt 
the core of foe problem. 

Qaddoumi also condemned 
Soviet Jewish emigration to 
Israel, saying Israel was trying to 
use tbe wfl™ to oust Palestinians 
from their homes. 

The four-day OIC meeting 
•ends Saturday. 


1 1 Damascus meeting expected 
to boost Syria- Jordan ties 


By. P.V. Vrvekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan and Syria 
have no major outstanding 
problem between them and 
the Kingdom expects next 
week's meeting of the Joint 
J ordani an- Syrian Higher Com- 
mittee to proceed smoothly 
and pave foe way for enhanced 
cooperation, according to a 
senior Jordanian official. 

“The entire range of issues 
related to bilateral relations 
and cooperation wfl 1 be discus- 
sed” during the meeting, to be 
co-chaired by Prime Minister 
Mudar Badran and his Syrian 
counterpart Mahmoud Zou’bi, 
foe official told an informal 
press briefing Wednesday. 

“There is no major out- 
standing issue, except for some 
Syrian dues to Jordan, mostly 
to Royal Jordanian (RJ) and 
the Jordan Electricity Author- 
ity (JEA) and some unsettled 
trade bilk,” be said. 

RTs dues are mostly in the 
form of remittances of re- 
venues from its operations m 
Syria while the JEA is owed by 
foe Syrians for power purch- 
ased from the authority. No 
definite figure on foe total 
Syrian debt to Jordan was im- 
mediately available. 

“Of course, political issues, in- 
ducting the latest developments in 
the region, will also be discussed, 
but there is no specific subject 
singled out for any special focus," 
said the official, speaking on con- 
dition of anonymity. 

Jordan and Syria are in broad 
agreement over the ultimate bases 


on which the Middle East prob- 
lems should be resolved, whether 
the Arab-Israeli conflict, the 
Lebanese civil war or the Iran-Iraq 
dispute, but do not necessarily see 
eye-to-cye on the means to arrive 
at such bases, observers noted. 

Senior officials have repeatedly 
said that these disagreements were 
only in form and not in content 
and therefore do not have any 
bearing on bilateral relations. 

There has been no dear indica- 
tion that Badran would seek to 
pursue Jordan's efforts to mediate 
the Syrian- Iraqi rift during his visit 
to Damascus. 

Badran is expected to be accom- 
panied to the meeting by a high- 
level delegation including the 
ministers of trade and industry, 
water and irrigation, agriculture, 
planning, transport and telecom- 
munications, tourism and labour 
and other senior officials. 

It was not immediately known 
whether tbe foreign minister will 
be a member of the delegation to 
the meeting, which opens in the 
Syrian capita] Saturday. 

It will be the second visit to 
Damascus by Badran after assum- 
ing a new term of office as prime 
minister in December last year and 
tbe second meeting of the higher 
committee since then. Zoubi vi- 
sited Amman to co-chair the Janu- 
ary meeting of the committee, 
which meets twice every year 
alternatively in the two capitals. 

Badran visited Damascus later 
carrying a message from His 
Majesty King Hussein to President 
Hafez Al Assad. 

Another issue expected to be 
discussed at the Damascus meet- 
ing is the fate of the Syrian- 
Jordanian Bank, a joint venture 
which is now believed slated to be 
merged with the Jordan Gulf 
Bank, economists said. The 
Syrian- Jordanian Bank, estab- 


lished in 1980, has equal equities 
from both sides, and it mostly 
caters to Syrian -Jordanian join: 
ventures including the Syrian- 
Jordanian Land Transport Com- 
pany and the Syrian -Jordanian In- 
dustries Company. 

"The bank has not exactly been 
able too achieve its objectives due 
to several reasons, and it seems 
almost decided that it would be 
merged with the Jordan Gulf 
Bank." said an economist. "But 
any such move should have Syrian 
agreement." 

The official rejected suggestions 
that border security issues could 
be one of major topics for discus- 
sions al the Damascus meeting in 
light of several infiltration 
attempts across the border by 
anned guerrillas since late last 
year. 

“It is not a subject for any 
special discussion,'' said the offi- 
daj. “Ail bordering states have 
these problems and it is only a 
matter of routine," he said. 

The latest infil tration attempt 
was reported in the fourth week of 
July when security forces said they 
had shot dead four armed guerril- 
las who crossed over to Jordanian 
territory. Papers found on them 
said they belonged to a dissident 
Palestinian group sources said, 
leading to speculation that they 
could have been planning attacks 
across Jordan's demarcation line 
with Israel. 

In reply to a question, the offi- 
cial said be had no information to 
indicate that arms carried by a 
group of IS Jordanians and Egyp- 
tians arrested near Karak last 
month were intended for any spe- 
cific group in EgypL “We believe 
that it was a ample arms smug- 
gling operation. Security forces do 
not have any information that the 
arms were intended for any par- 
ticular group,” he said. 


Soviets 
want new 
talks with 
Israel on 
Mideast 

TEL AVIV (AP) — Soviet Fore- 
ign Minister Eduard Shevard- 
nadze invited his Israeli counter- 
part, David Levy, to open talks 
about resolving the Middle East 
conflict, an Israeli official said 
Wednesday. 

Shevardnadze’s move came as 
Levy prepared for talks in August 
in Washington during which be 
plans to ask for written American 
assurances that Israel will not be 
forced to speak to the Palestine 
liberation Organisation (PLO). 
the official added..' 

The official from Israel’s fore- 
ign ministry, who briefed repor- 
ters on condition of anonymity, 
said foe Soviet leader’s invitation 
was issued verbally by the leading 
Soviet consular delegate in Israel, 
Alexei Cbestakov. 

Tbe Soviet Union does not 
have diplomatic relations with the 
Jewish state, but Kremlin leaders 
have gradually wanned ties since 
stationing consular representa- 
tives in Tel Aviv three years ago. 

Cbestakov told Levy in a meet- 
ing Tuesday that Shevardnadze 
believes the Soviet Union should 
“give high priority to doing some- 
thing immediate to lessen ten- 
sions in the Middle East,” foe 
foreign ministry official said. 

No date was set for the discus- 
sions, but it was likely foe two 
would meet in New York City in 
September, when foreign minis- 
ters customarily attend tbe open- 
ing sessions of the U.N. 

The Moroccan-born Levy. 52, 

holds tbe number two spotin 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir’s 
right-wing Likud Bloc. He took 
office when Shamir’s coalition 
was installed Jane 11, and his 
impending trip to Washington 
will be his first as foreign minis- 
ter. 

In the meeting with Cbestakov, 
Levy urged foe Soviets to quickly 
resume full-fledged diplomatic 
ties with Israel. Tbe lack of such 
ties “legitimic the Arab hostile 
position towards Israel.” Levy 
was quoted as contending during 
foe meeting. 

Previously, the Soviet Union 
has refused to resume diplomatic 
ties, cut after foe 1967 war, until 
Israel moves towards malting 
peace with the Palestinians. 


Port-of- Spain 
revolt is over 


PORT-OF-SPAIN, Trinidad 
(AP) — Muslim militants who 
held 40 hostages including top 
government officials for five days 
surrendered Wednesday and be- 
gan freeing (heir captives, a gov- 
ernment spokesman and state 
radio said. 

Hostages started leaving the 
government television station at 
midday and boarding an army 
bus, state radio said. The live 
broadcast said 14 of the 25 hos- 
tages in the building had been 
freed by 2:05 p.m. 

Government spokesman Greg- 
ory Shaw said the freeing of foe 
hostages taken at the beginning 
of a six-day attempt to take over 
the Caribbean island nation, was 
“going to be slow.” 


The hostages were seized Fri- 
day in an armed assault on parlia- 
ment and the state television sta- 
tion, which are about 1.6 
kilometres apart in Port-of-Spain. 

Those taken prisoner in foe 
attempted coup included the 
prime minister. Arthur N.R. 
Robinson, who was freed Tues- 
day after offering to step down, 
to call new elections and to grant 
the rebels amnesty. Also held 
were seven members of the 22- 
member cabinet. 

Earlier Wednesday, the leader 
of the militants, Yasin Abu Bafcr, 
said in a radio interview that an 
accord had been reached to end 
foe standoff and the prisoners 
would soon be freed. 


Shevardnadze expects 
to solve Afghan issue 


IRKUTSK (Agencies) — Soviet 
Foreign Minister Eduard She- 
vardnadze said Wednesday he 
expects a breakthrough towards 
ending tbe 11-year-old Afghan 
civil war during his talks with 
U.S. Secretary of State James 
Baker. 

“We will be able to help solve 
the Afghanistan question,” She- 
vardnadze told reporters before 
his first meeting with Baker, in an 
official guest house in this eastern 
Siberian city. 

He did not elaborate but a 
Soviet source close to the talks 
said tile two plaimed Wednesday 
night to begin discussing Afgha- 
nistan. But the source, speaking 
on condition of anonymity, said 
no breakthroughs were expected 
on Afghanistan before Baker 
leaves for Mongolia Thursday. 

Since 1979, U.S. -backed rebels 
have battled first Soviet troops 
and then Soviet-supported Afghan 
forces in a war that has left more 
than 1.5 million people dead, 
including 13,000 Soviet troops, 
and left minions more homeless. 

Afghan President Najibullah 
has been unable to bring the 
U.S.-backed rebels fighting bis 
government to the bargaining 
table and Washington has been 
pressing for him to step down. 

Najibullah flew to Moscow 
Sunday for what Soviet officials 
said was medical care, bu She- 
vardnadze told reporters 


Wednesday he was vacationing in 
a location other than Moscow. 
He would not say where. 

Diplomatic sources in Pakistan 
said Wednesday night that Na- 
jibullah ’s family had accompa- 
nied him to the Soviet Union. 

Najibullah’s family usually 
does not travel abroad with him, 
and sources said they may have 
made the trip for security 
reasons. 

But they added foe differing 
explanations given by Kabul and 
Moscow for the trip indicated 
something was happening. 

Baker told reporters Wednes- 
day he and Shevardnadze de- 
voted their first meeting to sche- 
duling, economic issues and arms 
control. He declined to provide 
details. 

Baker travels to Moscow on 
Sept. 12 for talks on German unifica- 
tion and will meet Shevardnadze 
again then. They also will meet in 
foe United States later in Septem- 
ber or early October for more 
talks and to attend a session of 
foe U.N. General Assembly in 
New York. 

Shevardnadze told reporters he 
and Baker would work on plans 
for a third summit between Soviet 
President Mikhail Gorbachev and 
U.S. President George Bush. 
Shevardnadze said he and Baker 
would tty to set a date for the 
session, to be held in Moscow. 
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Fateh attacks rival 
Hlzbollah-aided ?|r«*u|» 


SIDON (Agencies) — Fateh 
guerrillas clashed with an Iranian- 
backed breakaway Palestinian 
faction in the ‘Ain AJ Hilweh 
refugee camp after crushing its 
nearby main base in a lightning 
assault Wednesday. 

Police said at least six guerrillas 
were killed and 30 wounded in 
the confrontation that began at 7 
a.m. (0400 GMT) with a Fateh 
crackdown on followers of re- 
negade Mayor Jamal Suleiman. 

The fighting spread to ‘Ain A1 
Hilweh, the largest Palestinian 
refugee camp in Lebanon, after 
Fateh guerrillas crushed Sulei- 
man's main base in Jabal A1 
Haieeb on the camp's eastern 
edge in a three-pronged attack. 

Suleiman, 35, and about 30 
fighters from his 150 followers 
escaped the attack on the base 
and took refuge at a mosque in 
Ain A1 Hilweh where they were 
Joined by other fundamentalist 
Palestinians. 

Col. Wajih Abu Aii, comman- 
der of the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation's (PLO) military 
police in the Sidon region, said 
the fundamentalists opened fire 
at Fateh forces from the mosque 
and a nearby alley which is their 
stronghold in the camp. 

He said Sheikh Hisham 
Shreidi, a deric connected with 
the fundamentalist Hamas move- 
ment in the Israel i-occupied West 
Bank and Gaza, was supporting 
Suleiman in the fight against 
mainstream Fateh. 

Witnesses in ‘Ain A1 Hilweh 
said Shreidi and a dozen other 
beared clergymen were using the 
mosque's loudspeakers to blare 


calls for Jihad, or- holy - war, 
against Fateh leader and PLO 
Chairman Yasser Arafat 

Arafat’s men, according to 
Abu AH, were “rcspou&og to.foe 
shooting.** 

One witness, speaking on con- 
dition of anonymity, said a.fierce 
dash was under way with auto- 
matic rifles and rocket-propelled 
grenade launchers. 

Suleiman has sided , with the 
pro-Iranian Hizbollah in its cur- 
rent confrontation with the 
Syrian-backed Amal militia that 
broke out July 16. 

At least 186 people have been 
killed and 560 wounded in the 
current round of Amal-Hizbollah 
dashes for control of South Leba- 
non's Iqlim Ai Tuffah, .southeast 
of ‘Ain Al Hilweh. 

Fateh guerrillas joined forces 
with Amal against HizboDab be- 
cause they fear a f undamentalist 
expansion would threaten PLO 
bases in 'Ain Al HDweh and the 
nearby Mieh Mieh camp on the 
outskirts of Sidon. 

Sidon, provincial capital of 
South Lebanon, is 16 kilometres 
northwest of Iqlim Al Tuffah. 

Suleiman, who has been get- 
ting support from Hizbollah and 
the S unni Muslim Islamic group- 
ing extremist faction for the past 
year, fired 40 rockets on Fateh's 
positions in Iqlim Al T uffah Mon- 
day. wounding at least seven 
guerrillas, PLO sources said. 

They said Fateh guerrillas turn-; 
cfaed their three-pronged attack 
with grenades and nmchiM guns 
against Suleiman behind heavy 
artillery fire, circling his 50-man 
garrison in Jabal Al Haieeb. 


UNIFIL’s mandate 


renewed; Israeli 
occupation assailed 



UNITED NATIONS (R) — The 
U.N. Security Council has re- 
newed the mandate of United 
Nations Interi m Forces In Leba- 
non (UNEFTL) and went out of its 
way to issue a statement criticis- 
ing Israel’s occupation of a strip 
of Southern Lebanon that it calk 
a “security zone." 

Dr. Qovis Maksoud, the Arab 
League’s U.N. representative, 
said he regarded the statement as 
a signal to Israel to compl y with 
the resolution that set up UNIFIL 
in 1978 and withdraw its forces 
from southern Lebanon. 

Otherwise, the council might 
take further action when foe 
force’s mandate came up for re- 
newal in six months, he told 
reporters. 

The council, which for foe first 
time issued a separate statement 
accompanyin g foe resolution to 
renew foe UNIFIL mandate, said 
it supported efforts of the 
Lebanese government to extend 
its authority over the entire 
country. 

Without mentioning Israel by 
name, coundl members said they 
were committed “to foe full 
sovereignty, independence, ter- 
ritorial integrity and national uni- 
ty of Lebanon with its interna- 
tionally recognised boundaries.” 

■ “In this context, they assert 
that any state shall refrain from 
fee threat or use of force against 
foe territorial integrity or political 
independence of any state, or in 
£ny other manner inconsistent 
with foe purposes of the United 
Nations," the statement said. 

UNIFIL comprises 5,842 
troops from nine countries — 
Fiji. Finland, France, Ghana, Ire- 
land, Italy. Nepal, Sweden and 
Norway. 


Lebanon's ambassador, KbaH 
Makkawi, said his country had 
insisted a statement beamaad so 
that “Israel could not go on 
ignoring the will of the interna- 
tional community and slowly in- 
corporate tins te r r itory in its 
own.” 

The U.N. peacekeeping force 
was set up in 1978 to oversee the 
withdrawal of Israeli fences who 
invaded southern Lebanon ear- 
lier that year and to help restore 
foe authority of the Beirut gov- 
ernment. 

The U.N. area partly overlaps 
foe so-called “security zone” 
manned by Israel ance 1985, 
when most of the Israeli troops 
who again invaded Lebanon in 
1982 withdrew. 

Israel says its presence in South 
Lebanon is a temporary arrange- 
ment that will remain in effect 
until foe Beirut government is 
able to exercise effective author- 
ity and prevent its territory from 
being used to launch attacks 
against northern Israel. 

Secretary-General Javier Perez 
de Cuellar said in a recent report 
that the Israeli-controlled area 
was becoming increasingly sepa- 
rated from the rest of the 
country. 

He said that prospects fin- 
keeping the area peaceful would, 
greatly improve if Israeli forces 
did not operate in it. But if they 
insisted on doing so, it mi g ht be 
necessary for the Seairity Cou n- 
ril to consider whether UNIFIL’s 
role in that area should be 
changed. 

Last week a Norw egian officer 
serving with UNIFIL was injured 
when an Israeli bulldozer pushed 
aside three U.N. armoured per- 
sonnel carriers placed in its path. 


Uprising activists ia action 


Israeli army changes tactics 


By Jade Redden 

Renter 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
— The Israeli- army killed 
three Pa l e s t inians in July, foe 
lowest lewd in 31 months of 
rebellion and further evidence 
of a basic change in Israeli 
tactics. 

Instead of the deepening 
violence many expected after 
the formation in June of the 
most hardline government in 
Israeli history. Defence Minis- 
ter Moshe Arens has redneed 
confrontations and foe damag- 
ing publicity they creased for 
Israel. 

“Yon can see streets block- 
ed and tyres burning. It is itk** 
the early days of the i nti fada ," 
Wad Al AMhad mid ia the 
West Bank town of Jeam. 
“Bel there are strict orders fee 
me Knom-noc to nre. 

Although the army officially 
says the .changes have evolved 
gndoally, Palestinians in the 
occupied Gaza Strip and the 
West Bank report the be- 
haviour .of the soldiers 
changed, suddenly. 

Villages where regular pat- 
rols led to violence are rarely 
entered. Banned Palestinian 


flags are left flying. Soldiers 
arc reluctant to shoot demon- 
strators, a practise condemned 
in two human rights reports 
last month. 

The statistical evidence is 
vivid. The desfo-a-day toll of 
flue first months of t he revolt 
has suddenly plummeted. 

No one has been killed in 
foe Gaza Strip by Israeli 
troops since May. The three 
Palestinians Mind by sokfiers 
in July, from the West Bank 
and Arab Jerusalem, represent 
the lowest monthly toll since 
the revolt began in December 
1987. 

“The attitude now is that we 
are in control, we don’t neces- 
sarily have to go out there 
every day,” said a military 
source. “We can go in whenev- 
er we want.” 

While the effect is obvious, 
the goal of the new strategy is 
harder to assess. 

Palestinians, demoralised by 
lack of political progress and 
physical hardships, say Israel 
hopes restraint will help break 
a rebellion that has fed on 
daily confrontations with the 
army. 

The tactical change has 
caught the Palestinian lead- 


ership deep in internal defray 
over bow to revive pro g ress 
towards peace talks that they 
see as a first step toward en- 
ding Israel’s 23-year occupa- 
tion. 

Israel, winch refused to sup- 
port a U.S. proposal fat tatlre 
with Palestinians, has restated 
its May 1989 plan feu elections 
in foe occupied territories 
leading to limited self -govern- 
ment. 

If Foreign Minister David 
Levy goes to Washington next 
week without fresh plans for 
peace, at least he wiH be going 
against a backdrop of lower 
violence. 

Israel has become acutely 
aware of the damage caused by 
its suppression of a revolt by 
Palestinian civili ans armed 
mainly with stones — the 
Israeli Goliath beating up the 
Palestinian David. 

No one is more conscious of 
foe public relations problem 
than Arens, who headed the 
foreign ministry throughout 
foe revolt until becoming de- 
fence minister in Jane: 

Bat if a reduction in vio- 
lence is not followed by politic* 
al action, the problem at foe 
heart of the struggle — whal 


Israel intends to do with 1.75 
million Palestinians living 
under mifitaiy occupation — 
will remain. 

“We are in a holding opera- 
tion,” said a. mifitaiy source. 
“Our job is not to decide the 
future of the territories. Our 
job is to let foe government of 
Israel negotiate from a posi- 
tion of strength.” 


Western aid workers report 
the underlying Palestinian an- 
ger that spontaneously erupted 
as a rebellion 31 months ago 
has not diminished. 

If anything, the 683 Israeli 
killings of Arabs, the 
thousands of woundmgs and 
tens of thousands of arrests 
have embittered an entire gen- 
eration of Palestinians who 
will be dominating their socie- 
ty for decades to come. 


Irr the absence of political 
moves towards peace, the re- 
bellion will merely continue at 
a tower level, periodically bub- 
bling into extreme violence. " 

Security sources report 
there is already unease among 
some Israeli soldiers who be- 
lieve moderation will be seen 
as weakness and want to re- 
turn to their old tactics. 


Chad: Sudan, Libya 
prepare Invasion 


N’DJAMENA, Chad (AP) — 
The government Wednesday ac- 
cused Libya and Sudan of 
assembling an army of dissidents 
and mercenaries to launch a “tot- 
al war” against Chad rather than 
pursue negotiations. 

A large-scale offensive would 
be mounted from the Sudanese 
province of Darfur, according to 
an official cofomunique draftedl 
at an emergency meeting of the 
cabinet ant the rating party’s top 
leaden. . 

The invasion force consisted of 
“hundreds and hundreds of mer- 
cenaries” recruited, from Sudan, 
Mali and Mauritania, as well as 
Chadian rebels, backed by hun- 
dreds of Soviet-and B razilian , 
made a r moure d vehicles driven 
or airlifted into the «**ging area 
from Libya, the communique 
alleg e d. 

R said a joint Ubyan-Sodaoese 
brigade was involved in the op- 
eration, and named the two com- 
manders as General Tigani Adam 
Al Tahir of Sudan and Colonel 
Massoud Abdel Hafez erf Libya. 

The communique accused 
Libya of trying to torpedo talks 


aimed at resolving longstanding , 
differences between foe neigh- \ 
homing countries. A one-year 
accord proposing efforts to find a 
peaceful settlement expires Aug. 
31, and delegations from foe two 
countries are to meet in Algeria 
in two weeks for what has been 
described as “last chance” nego- 
tiations. 

Neither Libya nor Sudan issued 
any immediate response to foe 
Chadian communique, drafted at 
a meeting of the cabinet and foe 
executive bureau of the National 
Union for Independence and the 
Revolution, Chad's only legal 
political party. 

Libya in the past has rejected 
allegations that it supports the 
Chadian rebel forces in Darfur. 

* Sudan's military government 
has acknowledged that fighting 
between Chadian government 
forces and rebels has spread into 
Sudanese territory. In May, 
Sudan said it was engaged in 
“intensive diplomatic contacts” 
to halt the conflict in Darfur,, a 
sprawling 1 desert region over 
which officials in Khartoum ex- 
ercise little control. 


Likud nearly toppled 
from power by default 


TEL AVIV (AP) — It took an 
impromptu filbuster and a scurry 
by hall messengers to prevent 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir’s 
right-wing rating coalition from 
falling Wednesday in a parlia- 
ment vote of no confidence. 

The vote was called unex- 
pectedly by foe Israeli Commun- 
ist Party to protest budget cuts to 
basic food subsidies. 

Once the motion was read and 
the boose speaker stood up to 
begin foe baJfoftmg, Likud legis- 
lators noticed they were a minor- 
ity in die room and liable to lose. 

The six-week-old coalition 
commands only a narrow major- 
ity in foe 123-member parliament 
and many of its supporters were 
absent at that moment. 

“They-simply didn't notice that 
a vote was going to be taken so 
early,” explained one parti amcn- 
tary aide who spoke . on condition 
of anonymity. 

Hall monitors were sent run- 
ning to get absent legislators from 
the parliament dining rooms. 


Then, to delay the vote. Finance 
Minister Yitzhak Modai of Likud 
got up to make an unscheduled 
speech in defence of his budget, 
witnesses said. 

Once foe vote was taken 10 
minutes later, Shamir survived 
comfortably by a 63 to 48 showing 
with seven absent and two ab- 
stentions. 

S hamir was also expected to 
easily defeat four other no confi- 
dence motions tabled by left-wing 
factions that were to come to a 
vote later Wednesday. 


The motions are in protest of 
the g o ve r nment’s handling of a 
housing shortage spurred by an 
influx of Soviet immi g r a nts , Be- 
1 cause of the shortage, more than 

2,000 Israeli families, many 
evicted from apartments because 
of raised rents, have pitched tent 
camps in paries around the coun- 
try’ in the past month. 

It is the second time Shamir has 
faced no confidence measures 
since his cabinet was imtahed on 
June 11. 


Divisions on 



BEIRUT OR) — . Lebanon’s army 
celebrated its45fo anniversary on 
Wednesday but paraded its poli- 
tical dn/iskm* as never before in 
15 ycarsj of. civil war. ■■ 

■ Army JDay ceremonies were 
beld in' two separate places at 
orders of rival comandeis, foe 
first time this has- happened. 

General Emile Laboud in West 
Beirut and General Michel Aoun 
in foe east . both : ended their 
speeches with identical words; 
“Long -live .foe -army, tong live 
Lebanon.”- ’■ *v. . _ . 

Both men are Maronite Christ-, 
ians but Laboud takes orders from ' 
Elias Hrawi; the Syrian-hacked 
president who. is recognised 
abroad as Lebanou's. legitimate: 
head of state. Aoun refuses tb- 

acknowtedge HrawTs auth o rity . 

The army is . still, seen by offi- 
cials. and diplomats as the key to 
policing any eventual peace set- 
tlement. * ~ . * 

Xf it was reunited, they point 
out, foe army would, easily out- 
number any of the militias winch 
have been tearing the country 
apart since 1975.. 

Army craimandcis kept their 
forces on the sklefines for much 
of the cavil war; mainly because 
they feared -it would break in half 
on sectarian tines if they tried to 
nse it to restore order; 

That eventually happened in 
1984 but both factions still recog- 
nised a single commander. 

Aoun, 54, was the c o untry' s 
top soldier in September 1968 
ami inherited political power in 
the Christian enclave because 
parliament was unable to elect a 


president ~ : v -;:'v.jv 

- Tfe inteneguum lasted a yeaft 
-during* winc&Aonn Tought ar 
unsuccessful “war of liberation”' 
to force Syria’s 40,00G troops out* . 
of the country; ' T ' _ _ 7' *r\ 
. When, tire presidency wasfinal-: 

. ty filled, Aoun disputed the tagi- 
tnn^ of foe itiertion and Sock', 
totris guns nr the prcsidentidF 
palace. Hrawi sacked him antf 
appointed Tahnnri '■ - «*. 

The standoff left Aoun in 
.charge of fret brigades of mostly 
Christian troops in foe Christian 
enclave. Laboud leads" five bri? 

■ gades ofmbstly ^usbm sdlfoeiS 
in. foe-resr of Lebanon. ' ‘ 

‘ On paper the forccs are eqpaL'' 
.A fuff-strength ' brigade 7 has ; sa 
battaBons df500 men each, wtricfr 
would make 15*000 regular anh£ 
trobps on each side <rf foe green 


tine divide. 


: • • But in reality Aoun - has ■■ an 
advantage. His umts-are general 
iy - uj> ; to L strengfo and better 
equipped and foey got superior 
training from Ffench and -U3L* 
instructors in: 1983 arid - 1984V •£ 
- Army officers declined to gjv«t 
the strengths of their forces. BttP 
Westera Tinffitary^anaiysts esfo* 
mated ftat Aotxri has some 14,00(J 
menwirifeLahoddhasbetweai 

8,000 and 10,000, V; >:*--- 


: They, added, however, that if 
was Aoun w^ fi ihd .himself 
under • siege, Y^^uing - fofe year 
with a Christian rival, Samir 
GeageaVLebaneseR^^ 
tia,reduced the area he controls' 
to less than a third of the Christ- - 
ian enclave.. ' . • v. -V-. 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AP) — About 500 homeless 
Israelis marched on Prime Minis- 
ter Yitzhak Shamir’s office Tues- 
day to protest the severe housing 
shortage caused by the massive 
influx ofSoviet_ immigrants, .. 

The marchers, who included 
.scores of children mid mothers 
pushing their toddlers in strollers, 
chanted slogans and carried pla- 
cards accusing government poli- 
tics, of encouraging immigration 
at. foe .ejpense.of 'fow-intiame 
Israeli families. : ~ ' 

“The new ..immigrants get 
apartments, we only get' prom- 
ises,” the demonstrators chanted, 
referring to housing subsidies 
given the new arrivals by foe 
government . . 

The bousing crisis was sparked 
several months ago by fife mas- 
rive influx of Soviet Jews-'which 
has already- reachefoabput 61,000 
this year and may include another 

90,000 by year’s dad.. .- 
Many rents have doubled and 
tripled in Israel as a result of the 
$300 monthly government rent 
subsidies given to tile Soviet 
Jews, who receive it a year in 
advance and can pay rents in a 
lump sum. 

Thb caused rental - prices to 
skyrocket displacing young con- 
pies and disadvantaged families. 
Some violent, protests erupted 
and dozens of “tort cities” were 
erected throughout the country. 

Police backed down in a con- 
frontation with some 60 homeless 
families that broke into apart- 
ments in a government-run 
absorption centre for new immig- 
rants. in southern Jerusalem. 

“We will barricade ourselves 
inside and if -they try to force us 
out, we will set the apartments on 
fire with our families inside,” said 
a 36-year-old man who requested 
anonymity. 

The father of two pointed to a 


can .of kerosene near foe door erf; 
thetwo-rootrl apartment as proof; 
qf his intentions. .- . ■ ' j- 

. ’ He nidi he " broke into .the \ 

- empty' a p artm ent together with; 
his hrirfher m^av^s^faii^y Suh-l 
day after foe rmital^con&^ cbj 
hishomeendedv V . t 
-. “They raised my^ i^t to^ $500j. 
from $250 nr onc inoath^”Lhe; 
sakL “I earn $850 a month Work-; 

. ing .as ^mechanic farifoe. riiy . ! 
Stow jo they CTtoecl roe tosup- ; 
pbrt" a faMly OT folirc^ . ! 

• - l^foOTharZfon;; ^ ^yemfoMl 

Hweak-iu xa^ n^ptiafoms wi^ 
two ' police - re presentatives ' hrfdj 
tod to a stafcmatc. “Tfory went: 
back forftuther instructions, aqd; 
won’t tiy anything tohi^it,” she* 
sakL ' i 

In: the port dty' of Aritdod,[ 
police gave another group oft 
^sqpattera.iintil noon ^(OMO GMT): . 
Wefoiesfoiy.ro vacate an abspip-i 
tion centre for imimgrants or -Se^ 
forcibly removed. . ■ 7 'I 

.. Housing Minister Ariel Shanjn; 
said Tiwsday there were 1,576* 
families living in tents, but activ-i 
ists say there are thousands inofej 
living, temporarily with famflyi 
members. . . - “ 1 f } 

Sharon, who has been pushing: 
for emergency funds to build tem-; 
porary bousing warned foe Gr&ft; 
might endanger the wave of ifo-j 
migration. ' • 

“Immigrants won’t come (of 
Israel if tens of ^ thousands, maybe 
in the futnre hundreds of: 
thousands, df people are roaming;. . 
foe stress,” he said. - \ 

Construction of new apart-4 
ments has been held up by p^itto-; 
al. infighting, lack of funds and; 
bureaucratic red tape.' ' 

A senior housing ministry 
dal told army radio Tuesday that- 
less than 600 of foe 45,000 afunt-; 
meats currently planned by foe- 
government have been started:' 
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•n.......... Wewa mry~ 

' Local programme' 


Royal Jordanton (RJ) FHghta 

(Terminal (1) 


Tel: 


cam Chrht of Lattcrw 
815817 and 654932. 


Dr. Lawrence Badr ....... 

Al Sharaa’ phannacy .... 


ZAKQA: 

Dr. .Snliman Abq Adilcfa , 
Khafifeh pharmacy — 


(-) 

.985417 


BvBetiasappBedbytheD qMi t mt &af 

Meteorology. 


Normid snonner weather wiB prevail 
ami winds wffl be u ort fa wcBterty mod- 
erate. In Aqaba, winds .wB be noither- 
ty moderate and seas eafan. 

- MJnJmax. temp. 

Am m a n — ... 18 / 31 

Aqaba 25/38 

Deserts — 19/37 

Jordan VaBey 24/38 


Yesterday’s high te mp e ra t u i t r Am- 
man 30, Aqaba 37. Hmradhy re a ding s; 
Amman 27 per amt, Aqaba 18 per 
cent. 


OtA Defence De par t m ent 

CM Defence Immediate 

Rescue.. 

CM Defence Emerge n cy ...... 

- Rescue Po&cc ....; 192,621111 

Phe Brigade 

Blood Bank ......... 

Highway Police 

Traffic PoSce 


661111 


useful numom 


PlfoHcSeciirityDep aitm e at - 
Hotair 
Price! 

Water 
CompbiBis. 


630341 
.... 199 
637777 
891228 
775121 
843402 
896390 
630321 
605800 
661176 


CHURCHES 


A mman Municipality 
GampWnfti. 


Sr. Mary of Naaarrtb Cbnreh SweBfch 

Td. 810740 

Assemblies of God Church, Tel. 
632785. 


NIGHT DUTY 


AMMAN; 

Dr. Add Dabdonb ............... 612177 


Telephone 

(dhcauiy awhhmce) 

OvetieasCUs 

Central Amman Telephone 


,897467 

,787111 


— 121 
.010230 


AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 

Khaficfi Matemky, J. Amo 644281/8 
Akileli Maternity, i.Anm.... 642441/2 
Jabal Amman Maternity ......... 642362 

Maflms.J. Amman 636140 

Palestine, Staneisaiii .......... 664171/4 

Sbmriaaiii Hospital 669131 

Univeiuty Hoqntal 845845 

Al-MnaiherHaspita] 667227/9 

The Islamic, Abdafi — 666127/37' 

AMJdi, Abdafi 664164A 

haBan, AMMnbajreen 777101/3 

Al-Badnr, J. Ashrafieh ...... 775111/26 

Army, Marks 891611/15 

Queen AHa Hospital 602240/50 

Amd Hospital 674155 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt Hospital (09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital „ 

Om Sma Hospital ... 

HOOD; 

Princess Basina Hospital „ 

Greek Ctthobc Hospital (02)272275 

IbnAlNafccs Hospital (02)247100 

.Prince® Haya Hospital . u . (03)314111 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Right! 
(Terminal 1) 

10sl5 ........ — Riyadh (RJ) 

«h30 NewDdUffU) 

Ifc38 Cairo (RJ) 

Ife38 Kmrrit(RJ) 

IMS Dnbai, Abo Dhabi (RJ) 

IfeS Doha. Bahrain (RJ) 

1*89 ,.... Onro (RJ) 

1738 London (RJ) 

IMS LamacafRJ) 

18.-86 ....New York. Amsterdam (IU) 

IM8 Aqaba (RJ) 

1*45 Okama. Bangkok (RJ) 

»1S RnmefRJ) 

Itm ; Casablanca (RJ) 


1U45 

LL45 

1346 

13:15 

13pH 


..Rome | 


Carrot 

Cauliflower 

Con 

Cucumbers (large) . 
Cnc amb ea (smafl) 


1&45 


...... I ntvip ti I 

— ..... Thins, Fhris) 

... Caro ( 

— Lanmcat 


2fc48 -J.. Kuwaiti 

2fe45 Bahrain. Atn Dhabi | 

22:15 ..... Doha | 

2fcl5 — .: Baghdadi 

a-JB Cairo | 

22M Kuala Lumpur, Singapc 

23S35 Dnbai. Muscat j 

(RJ) 


Garik; 

Grapefruit ..... 
Grapes ... 

Lemon 
Maflow. 
Marrow | 
Marrow I 


Onion (dry) .... 

Orange 

Okra 

Peaches ; 

Pear 

Pepper (hot) 
Pepper (sweet) , 
Potato 


Other 



Other nights (Terminal 2) 

•fcSS - Baghdad (IA) 

lfcfe - .Sanaa (LH) 

1138 Kuwait (KU) 

13s25 Riyadh (SV) 

14^8 Mason, Bahrain (GF) 

16G8 Dnbai (EK) 

1*55 : Bahrain (TlC) 


IMS ... 
IMS ... 
llilfl ... 
1233 „ 
14S .. 
IfeM _ 
1708 ... 

nao ... 

1*58 ... 


Flight* (Terminal (2) 

.......... Damascus, Paris (/ 


Sage .............. 

Sweet melon .... 

Tomatoes 
Watemekn .... 


240/200 

250/200 

180/104 

........ 100/ 80 

v 220/160 

. — .. 120/ 80 

750/650 

1100/ 900 

340/280 

~.; M . 280/220 
440/400 
90/ 50 

100 / 50 

200/150 

. 200/180 

490 / 360 

450/400 

650/550 

650/500 

-.-.... 200/150 

200/150 

280 / 220 

170/120 

500/ 400 
mi 140 ; 

130/ 90 

120/.- 60 


21:49 

2230 

2X00 

23clfl 


i in' Arabic 

— Localprogtammc 

«... ArabkacacsJ '• 

. Jcnsh '89^1 

- News summary ^ m Arabic 

PtogiummeaHUd. ' 


PROaUMMR TWO. .< 

1M8 -^.. Prera 

1WS 

™ i.-vNewh H 

22 -^-.Kfcwsra/ 

JWJ MS’s corned) 

Mkhdefati 

- - - ^ - News in E 
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Post offices to accept 
students’ applications 


AMMAN ftwoifiscs in 

Jordan Thursday begin h anrfl i pg 
application* byitudcnt* who 
want (Ocncrcrf at the font Jorda- 
nian M bw e iia^ a joctice fo*r 


yews. ■ 

An .official from the Post 
Office* and Postal Savings Cor- 
poration said that the process of 
allying throng** the port offices 
fa A mma n and varion a tm »n« a y l 
cities would cont in ue until Aug, 
8 * 

- Students pay the reyaed fees 
aad SB in the application forms 
which am Jeter for wa r d ed to a 
central pool that receives the 
apfdksiion and sends th em to 
the respective umveraties. The 
universities in tun publish the 
names of those accepted and the 
different faculties they wifljnndy 
at. 

Minister of Education and 
Higher- Education Mohammad 
Ham dan earlier. -this week 


students would be. ««p 

the four mriveraities, up from 
8,000 in the past academic year. 
He said that this incr eas e is found 
necessary in view of the present 
economic difficulties which pre- 
vent parents from paying the cost 
of educating their children 
abroad, and to save hard curren- 
cy forthe Kingdom, 

. In addition to the undergradu- 
ate students, atom <**" 2,300 
post-graduate students w£Q her 


regiflcicd this year at the four 
uaivmitfes: the Uravcrary, of 
Jordan, Yarroouk Univerity, 
Mum University and the Jordan 
University at Science and Tech- 
nology (JUST). 

The start of r eg i s tr a tion for 
university education follows the 
announcement by the Ministry of 
Education last month of the re- 
sult* of foe Tawjihj students. 
They completed their secondary 
education and many win now 
apply for seats at the four state 
universities and the two private 
universities soon to open tbeir 
doors in Jordan. 

Haatdan said in a lecture Tues- 
day evening that Jordan stiH faces 
the problem of illiteracy, which 
sow runs at the rate of 20 per 
cent, despite foe fact that it has 
987,440 male and female students 
at government and private 
schools. . . 

He said, in the lecture deli- 


man Foundation, that the govern- 
ment was committed to provide 
compulsory education to ail chil- 
dren aged between six and 11 
■ years, and has allocated JD 103 
unfliori for this year's schools 
which number 3,728. 

Hamden noted that the Minis- 
try of Education and the private 
schools in foe country together 
employ some 42,000 men and 
women teachers to otter basic 
education to the children. 


Jordan celebrates 
Queen Zein’s birthday 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Thursday 
marks the birthday of Her Majes- 
ty Queen Zein Al Sharaf. the 
Queen Mother. 

On this joyous occasion, foe 
citizens of the Hashemite King- 
dom of Jordan extend their war- 
mest wishes and congratulations 
to Her Majesty and proudly re- 
member her untiring devotion 
and sacrifices to the Kingdom. 

Her Majesty has embodied the 
greatest sense of motherhood by 
selflessly devoting her entire life 
to her eldest son His Majesty 
King Hussein, her sons Their 
Royal Highnesses Prince 
Mohammad and Prince Hassan, 
foe Crown Prince, and her daugh- 
ter, Her Royal Highness Prin- 
cess Basma. 

The Queen Mother has also 
contributed to the strong 
women’s movement in Jordan, 
leading foe way as a staunch 
defender of women’s rights. 

The Queen Mother contributes 
effectively to social and huma- 
nitarian services and gives par- 
ticular attention to charitable 
organisations and voluntary in- 




HM Queen Zein Al Sharaf 

sti Cations. 

She was president of the first 
women’s society in Jordan in 1944 
and since then she spared no 
efforts in providing support for ail 
voluntary and humanitarian 
causes in the Kingdom. 

Much of foe Queen Mother’s 


attention is directed towards an 
orphanage in Amman named af- 
ter her, providing it with care, 
fina ncial and backing. 

May Her Majesty enjoy a 
pleasant birthday and the Jorda- 
nian people wish her many hap- 
py, returns of the day. 



H0MUE NEWS IN BRIEF 


Jordan, Italy plan closer cooperation 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of Planning Khaied Amin Abdullah 
discussed with the Italian ambassador to Jordan Wednesday 
relations between Jordan and Italy, prep arat ions under way for a 
meeting of foe joint Joidamso-ItaUan Committee and several 
projects that will get technical aid and loans from the I talian 
government. Abdullah and the Italian ambassador agreed to hold 
extenshe meetfog? beftreen the two sides to reach an agreement on 
the agenda of tbemeerings of the joint committee and to define the 
projects that will be under discussion in the meetings. Abdullah 
lauded relations between foe two conn tries and urged foe Italian 
government to increase food aid presented to Jordan. He also 
urged the Italian government to continue its support for Jordan in 
the European Community (EC). 

Mayors attend seminar 

AMMAN (Petra) — Fifty mayors took part in a five-day seminar 
on foe relationship between foe municipal councils and govern- 
ment departments^ and 'ministries. The seminar, wiridi was held at 
the University ot Jordan, was organised fay th$ Ministry of 
Municipal and.Rufal Affairs and foe Environment. The nnmstry’s 
director general said -foe ministry was c ur re n tly studying foe 
'prospect of holding a general con fe rence for an muniripklities in 
the Kingdom to discuss the mimiapalitieg’ plans for the coming 
stages and the problems faring them. 

Directors of Arab festivals meet 

AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan will take part in the second meeting of 
d i r e c tor s foe Arab cultural festivals to start in Tunis Thursday. 
I>irector of foe Jeaafo Festival fOT Cutrare and Aits Akram 
Masarweh, who wQl repres en t Jordan, said participants in the 
meeting will discuss ways to promote and boost cooperation and 
coordfaratian between festivals held in foe Arab World. The first 
meeting of the directors of the Arab cultural festivals was held in 
Amman in March 1989. 

NAF aids needy In Irbid 

IRBID (Petra) — The National Aid Fund (NAF) of Irbid Social 
Devclopment Department presented about JD 40,000 to needy 
famili es in Irbid govexnorate in die first half of 1990. The 
de partm e n t's Director Sultan AlShreideh said JD 15,395 were paid 
to finance 19 vocational rebabifitatiou projects and 3D 1,515 to 
help five cases get medical trea tment . He said financial assistance 
was presented to 39? cases fa tire field of medical insurance and 60 
cases were exempted from treatment charges. 

New open air market planned 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Greater Amman Municipality derided to 
open 'a new open air market in Quraish -Street, Saqf AlSaS area. 
The market will be opened every Friday from 7.-00 a-m. until 7:00 
p.m. There are two other open air markets in Marka and fa Al 
Abdah neighbourhoods, open respectively on Sunday and Mon- 
day. . - . 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

Tht! following listings are compiled from monthly bulletins and 
the daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify the Ested 
time and place with the concerned institutions. 


* Plastic art rsMMtion by Rudafaa and Rubs H a d da d at the 

fc»g Bank Complex haZL 

* Opes stauflb and workshop for artist Sarnia Zara dfap Uy fa g 

pinriaw, ojh t BKi aad knlffUed fabrics. If .oration : off 
2nd Chk, muimHi Cfc30-li3fl mid 3-.30-&39). 

* VtM>whii of * o w p**w at foe Royal Cultural Centre. 


• Arabic poetry redtal by Farced Saraak, Gbasi Al Gharalbeh, 
Khaied Jaber, Tarek Makawf, aad Mohammad AbduEab at foe 
Royal Caharal Centra — *30 pan. . 


INTERNATIONAL 

ORGANIZATION 

Requires Jordanian Woman to work as secretary. 
Requirements are: 

1. Good command in Arabic & Engiisn 

2. Computer skills is a must (IBM) in Arabic & English 

3. One year experience 

This position 1 fs assured through end Feb. 91 6 may be 
extended. . 

Interested .amf. quelWed applicants call 656872. 



GRADUATION CnBMONY: A group of 
young worar.n graduated from the Pilucua Sar- 
vatb Community College in Amman after com- 
pletiug training courses fa Bra dHhrent spedafloa- 
tioos. Princess Swath attended foe graduation 
ceremony and distributed diplomat to the women 
graduates who had had training in teaching 
Arabic and English and in chid education. 


commercial and business work and kindergarten 
The principal of the Pri n c es s Sarvafo 
C— —My Cofcge, which was cstaMbhed by the 
Young Women Muslim Association, delivered an 
address at the graduation c erem o n y as did a 
representative of the college's board of t ins t eea 
and the graduates. 


Italians Cabinet names delegation 
to restore to attend Interpol meeting 


to restore 

Madaba 

church 

MADABA (J.T.) — A two- 
month restoration work has 
started - at the ancient Apostles 
Church fa Madaba discovered fa 
1967 by Italian archaeologists 
working fa Jordan. 

A statement fay the Depart- 
ment of Antiquities, which is 
organising the restoration work, 
said that two Italian archaeolog- 
ists Sergio Pezzi and Antonio 
VaocaBuzo, who arrived here in 
the past week, are undertaking 
the restoration programme 
helped by the Department of 
Antiquities and involving trainees 
at the Salt Handicrafts Training 
Centre which is run by foe Noor 
Al Hussein Foundation (NHF). 

The Salt centre itself is a pro- 
ject set up in 1987 with foe help of 
foe Italian g o ve rn m ent. 

The two Italian expe r ts are two 
restorers of the Dir e ct o rate of 
Ravenna of the Italian Ministry 
of Cultural Properties and have 
been sent to Jordan by the Italian 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs upon 
a request by the De par t ment of 
Antiquities fa Amman. 

The mission of tire two restor- 
ers, foe materials to be used as 
well as tiie air transportation 
from Rome to Amman of the 
different materials are a gr a nt 
from the Italian Ministry of Fore- 
ign Affairs to foe Jordanian gov- 
ernment. 

The restoration of the mosaic 
of the Apostles Church fa Mada- 
ba is foe first stage of a project 
under study which aims at estab- 
lishing a mosafa school m Madaba 
with Italian technical assistance. 

‘ The work at the church, 
according to the Department of 
Antiquities, will take at least two 
months. 

It -raid that the mosaics in the 
church were installed around the 
year 578 AJ).. Frescoes on foe 
walls display a variety of flora and 
fauna and animal and tinmans 

drawings. 


Jordan Times 
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AMMAN (J.T.) — The Cabinet 
Wednesday formed Jordan's de- 
legation to attend the 59th meet- 
ing of Interpol (International Cri- 
minal Police Organisation) due to 
be held on in Ottawa next month. 

The delegation will be led by 
Public Security Department 
(PSD) director Fade! AH Fbcid. 

The Cabinet also Wednesday 
formed Jordan's delegation to foe 
15th meeting of the Arab police 
duels doe to be held fa Ottawa 
following the Interpol meeting 
which will last II days. 

Discussions at foe Interpol 
meeting will cover international 
cooperation to deal until crime 
and drug trafficking operations. 

The Paris-based Interpol, 
founded in 1923, aims at promot- 
ing and ensuring the widest possi- 
ble mutual assistance between 
police forces within the limits of 
laws existing fa different coun- 
tries, at establishing and develop- 
ing all institutions likely to contri- 


bute to the prevention and sup- 
pression of ordinary crimes, at 
coordinating activities of police 
authorities of member states in 
international affairs and central- 
ise records and information re- 
garding international criminals. 

At its session Wednesday the 
Cabinet also announced its en- 
dorsement of a new law on tourist 
rent-car offices fa the Kingdom, 
and set up a special committee 
chaired by the Ministry of In- 
terior’s secretary -general to work 
out regulations by which such 
offices can be licensed. 

The Cabinet deckled to renew 
the membership of Hamdi Tab- 
baa, Mohammad Ali Bdeir, 
Abdul Hadi Ma’aiaa and Monsa 
Shihadeh at the board of the 
Zakat Fund (aims for the poor) 
which is operated by tbe Ministry 
of Awqaf add Islamic Affairs). 

The extended mandate wiU ran 
for one more year. 


Decree approves 
refund of TV fees 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A Royal De- 
cree was issued Wednesday 
empowering the Finance Ministry 
to refund television fees collected 
from citizens who prove they do 
not own television sets at borne. 

The fees have been collected 
monthly through the Jordan Elec- 
tric .Power Company (JEPCO) 
which has been adding a JD 1 fee 
to tbe electricity bill of each 
subscriber. 

JEPCO, which started collect- 
ing the television foes for the 
Finance Ministry fa 1981, said 
that it collects nearly JD 250,000 
monthly from subscribers within 
areas under its concession. 


The Royal Decree said that 
citizens should provide docu- 
ments to tiie Finance Ministry, 
ap pr o ved by local authorities or 
mulch tar (bead of district) that 
prove th»t they do not have trie- 
vision sets at home and be ex- 
empted from paying foe JD 1 
monthly. 

It said the Financ e Min istry 
would in turn request JEPCO to 
cancel the JD 1 fee from tbe bills 
m question. 

So far JEPCO has been charg- 
ing an extra JD 1 fee on bills for 
all electricity meters regardless of 
tiie subscribers. 


Honest driver honoured 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A taxi driver 
from Amman was honoured 
Wednesday for his honesty and 
integrity after returning a large 
sum of foreign cnrrency found in 
ibagteftinhiscarbyan Iraqi 
woman and her husband. 

A statement said that Samih 
Ibrahim Mohammad Al Ammar- 
in was presented with two token 
gifts by foe Public Security Do* 
partmem (PSD) and Radio Jor- 
dan for hfa honesty at a special 
ceremony held at the radio sta- 
tion. 


After finding foe bag of money 
the driver contacted the c&U-is- 
raefio programme and reported 
die missing bag of money. It was 
later retrieved by its owner who 
expressed deep appreciation to 
the man pvl foe Jordanian au- 
thorities. 


Radio Jordan Director- 
General Ibrahim Shahzadeh said 
fa a statement that tbe token gifts 
reflect foe country's indebtedness 
to the driver who reflected a 
bright image about Jordan to the 
outside world. 



KING VISITS ARMY HQ: Bis Majesty 
Kim Hwrfa, the s up rem e conwnandrr of the 
Jordanian Aimed Forces Wednesday visited the 
Army where he was received by 

Chief of Staff General Fetid Abu Tateb, Ms 
■wktntfi, the commander of the Royal Air Force 


and the Inspector general. King Hussein held a 
m e e tin g with Aba Taieb and discussed with him 
fanes foe A im ed Forces. Tbe King 

then met the commanders of tbe formations and 
senior army officers. 


Jordanian pediatricians win 
Algerian presidential award 


By a Jordan Times Staff Re- 
porter 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Two Jonfa- 
wiati pediatricians have won the 
1990 Algerian presidential award 
for medkane for their joint re- 
search work on the life and de- 
velopment of children of pre- 
school age. 

Dr Saad Hijazi, professor of 
nutrition and child health, dean 
of the Faculty of Medicine at the 
Jordan U n ivers i ty of Science and 
Technology (JUST) and Dr. 
Mahfo Abul Dahab, director of 
the National Medical Institution 


American 
delegation 
briefed on 
Middle East 
situation 

AMMAN (Petra) — A group of 
American visitors to Jordan rep- 
resenting the U S' national assor 
riation for Arab American rela- 
tions and American academicians 
fa several American universities 
were briefed by a senior govern- 
ment official here Wednesday on 
the current situation in the Mid- 
dle East and tbe Arab Nation’s 
stand vis-a-vis initiatives to estab- 
lish peace based on U-N- Security 
Council resolutions. 

Dr. Ahmad Qstanam, head of 
the Foreign Ministry's Depart- 
ment of Palestinian Affairs, said 
that tbe current Jewish iminigia- 


(NMI) focused their attention on 
tbe physical, health, nutritional, 
social and psychological life of 
children and their aspirations at 
tbe pre-school stage. 

The survey, entitled “Multi- 
purpose Study of a Jordanian 
Quid,*' conducting a sur- 

vey co v e rin g 4,500 children and 
their in heavily popu- 

lated regions featuring various 
educational, cultural, and infor- 
mational services available to tiie 
children fa Jordan. 

Dr. Hijazi told tbe Jordan 
Times tbe samples of chil- 
dren were picked up randomly 


from various parts of Jordan so as , 
to present a dearer idea for the 
researchers. 

Tbe study presented ideas to' 
the decision makers and plan- 
nerse about the various needs of 
children to help them draw up 
sound educational strategies and 
polkies concerning mother and 
child care programme. 

Algerian President Chadli KK- 
bi presented the two winners with the 
award at a special ceremony held 
in Algiers on July 25. 

Tbe event was given promine- 
nence in all Algerian newspapers. 





Dr. Ahead Qatanrari, head of the Deportment of P al e s tini a n Affairs 
at tiie Foreign Ministry, Wefawsday briefs an American delegation on 
Middle East tames (Petra photo) 

tion to Palestine was endangering ongoing drive to evict the indige- 
thc peace process as the present nous population from their borne-, 
policy of the Likud government land. 

of land aimed at obstructing all He also briefed foe visitors on 
peace efforts and creating a de the department's responsibilities 
facto situation in the Israeb-heki and continued assistanc e to tiie 
Arab l an d. Palestinian people and on its 

Qatanani also spoke about cooperation with the United Na- 
Israel’s repressive measures dons Relief and Works Agency 
ag ain st the Arab people and its (UNRWA) in this respect. 


r SALE... SALE !! 

On German and Italian shoes at 

the Golden Step Shoes 
(Salamander) 

Jabal Amman, end of the Rainbow Street A 

near Rainbow Sweets /A : 



annual Noru.ce to Canadian Citizens Real 


Canadian citizens residing in Jordan are Invited to register 
with the Canadian Embassy Consular Section if they have not already 
done so. Those vho have been registered for a year or more, who have 
not recently confirmed their continued presence in Jordan, are also 
Invited to contact tbe Consular Section and communicate any change of 
address or telephone number. 

Consular registration forms may be obtained in person or in 

f 

writing. The Bnbassy is located in the Sbmelsanl district and Is open 
Sunday to Thursday frees 8; 00 a.m. to hcOO p.m. The postal address is 
P.0. Box 815^03. If you wish further information you may also phone ■ 
666-12*. » 



Ambassade 


Canada 


lssaats ^^liepa en Jordunie 
Ies citoyena caaadlena resident en Jordanle sont Invites a. 
s'lnscrire A 1' Ambassade da Canada a'lla ne l'ont pas fait. Ceux 
qni scot iascrits depuis un an ou plus, qui n'ont pas confirm^ tout 
r£ cement qu'lla resident toujour a en Jordanle, soot aussl invites a 
c mimmiil quer avec la Section consulalre pour 1* Informer de tout 
changemect d'adresse ou de t£Ldphoae. 

lies formal alres d * inscription sent dlsponlble depuls 
1' ambassade. L 1 ambassade est sltu£e A Shaeisanl et lea beures de 
bureau sont de JhOO A l6hOO da dinanche au jeudi. La boite postale 
porfce le 1° 8X5403. On pevt obtenlr de plus amples renseignements 
en t£l£phona&t au 666-121*. 
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Increase in oil prices now is in Kuwait’s 


ibility 


TEH YEARS ago toe Ministry of Finance, faring the tedious 
Sqsl: o?c^ 2 c±jg ldsT!5i!>33 fees, decided to ddegate the task 
to thrs e?eeirioty company. The company, empowered by 
regi^stfoss set by the ministry, started collecting one dinar 
every sraafe akaigwitii each electricity bffl charged to 
subscribers. The problem, which lingered for ten years now, 
sc-. ?>"?- 3£ij smbssribes-s do sot own TV sets. They mctnde 
shops, worhsSaops, schools, mosques, churches, offices, 
man y wio do sol own TV sets because they do not fike them 
or afford icen, and so cn. 

?so?/3 have Ibsen cooapfoiaiBg about this for a long time. 
The .viiz’itr; c? S’ ipagna ce Sacs jest come up with new 
rag-j’^Ttoas. 

If yo 2 Eire as rfedridSy subscriber bat do not own a TV 
ssi yea are re^EFsd to obtain a certificate signed by the 
zmsijiGr, f^e caaghbour&ood sheriff, and co-signed by the 
EEiaJijIar cousadS. Then yasa submit the certificate to the 
e±sSs 3se' of Soanes, who can delegate an official to verify the 
cstfesaticlty of the daim. Then yon are exempt from paying 
JD 12 every year as TV fee. With bureaucracy already 
leered TTctfs d:o?es fflie this and with people fed op with 
quscefng in SreaS off goverameot departments, one wanders 
iff &e savings eajiai froobls. (tee would have hoped tbd 
use afeisiry esaae up with a more gamine compromise. 
Sh-35&a*t fhs respoa^Q^ity for proof lie on the shoulders of 
tin aa'laoriSy rather than the citizen? 



£13&SE<g COMMENTARIES 

AS Ela’a Arabic daily Wednesday discussed the persistent Western 
campaigns directed against Iraq ever since the guns along die 
Iranian -Iraqi front fell silent. Confronting this, hostile campaign 
can only be done through true Arab solidarity and unity among 
the rants of Arab countries which can thwart the U.S.-IsraeK 
conspiracies and end such attacks, the paper noted. It said the 
American-led campaigns are not based on any solid grounds, but 
rather are full of deceit, distortion and falsehoods; and therefore, 
there can be no point of trying to counter such hostile attitudes. 
The only way of deterring the Israelis and the Americans, who 
have been busy in the past weeks to fuel the Iraqi-Kuwait dispute, 
is through genuine solidarity among Arab ranks in general and a 
speedy end of the Iraqi-Kuwaiti dispute, said the paper. It noted 
that the enemies of the Arab Nation had always found loopholes 
through which they penetrated the Arab ranks causing splits and 
rifts among the Arab states. These enemies should be denied this 
chance of tampering with the Arab Nation's security, and the 
U.S.- Israeli alliance should be baited through joint and collective 
Arab action, said the paper. It said all efforts should be made now 
to heal any lingering rifts within the Arabs in the area and to stop 
Western campaigns on Iraq that are designed to pave the way for 
an aggression. It said that the United States and Israel are both 
playing with fire now, and are trying their hand in an already 
explosive region. 

A columnist in A1 Ra*i Arabic daily criticises the Minister of 
Agriculture for its arrangements concerning the transportation of 
its employees from and to places of work. S&Uh Abdul famwi 
notes in particular that the ministry is now charging employees for 
transporting them in its own buses from the ministry in Amman to 
the Jordan Valley where they work but does not charge any of its 
senior employees whom, he says, use small cars owned by the 
ministry to transport them from and to their homes in Amman, 
not far from the ministry building. Hie writer notes that those 
being transported free are senior officials who can afford to pay 
for their transportation, unlike the workers and the junior 
officials whose income does not allow any payments for such a 
service. Transporting these workers from and to the Jordan 
Valley is done to ensure that the min i str y's work is done on time; 
and therefore, nothing should be done to impede the process, says 
Abdul Samad. He notes that a good number of other government 
departments have special arrangements for transporting their 
employees without charging thou anything; and despite the . 
difficult economic conditions discontinuing such practice is not 
considered by any of them as an austerity measure. He calls on 
Minister of Agriculture Suleiman Arabiyat to rescind measures 
requiring the workers and junior officials to pay for their 
transportation to raid from the Jordan Valley where they wort for 
the ministry and its projects. 

AS DasSoaar daily discussed the ongoing conference in Cairo by 
Islamic countries foreign ministers who have a host of topics to 
consider and a full agenda of deliberations. The paper said that 
the conference is a good chance for the Islamic nations to review 
the chronic issues plaguing their peoples. Numerous problems 
have persisted in the Islamic world ever since the creation of the 
Organisation of Islamic Conference (OIC) since the bunting of 
the A1 Aq$a Mosque 22 years ago; but unfortunately very tittle 
has been done to deal with issues troubling the Muslim people, 
said the paper. Today it said these problems have deepened and 
become further complicated, requiring speedy action and serious 
endeavours. It noted that the occupation of die holy places in 
Palestine and the Jewish immigration to the holy land from 
Eastern Europe should indeed acquire the attention of the foreign 
ministers and their governments. 


By Shavkat Hammoodeh 

OPEC’s member countries 
have signed a new agreement 
to raise both the benchmark 
price to $21 a band and the 
total output cdting to 22-5 
milli on barrels a day. The 
hard- won agreement came af- 
ter six months of declines in ofl 
prices and overproduction by 
OPEC members. The ben- 
chmark dropped from a high of 
about $20.5 a band in early 
January of 1990 to a recent low 
of $13.60 a barrel. The drop 
has been attributed to lower 
than expected demand for oil 
in the first quarter of this year, 
as well as to the overproduc- 
tion by OPEC. The organisa- 
tion's total output leached as 
high as 24 million bands, com- 
pared to an average demand 
for its oil of about 22 million 
barrels. The difference was 
added to the ofl inventories. 
Since the be g i nnin g of this 
year, world oil inventories 
have increased by 184 million 
bands. In the Umted States, 
private inventories stood at 385 
million bands, the largest 
buildup in eight years, repre- 
senting a 53 million band in- 
crease over last year. 

OPEC watchers have attri- 
buted the ofl surplus to over- 
production by Kuwait and the 
United Arab Emirates. The 
UAE’s output readied as high 
as 2.1 milli on bands, com- 
pared to an assigned quota of 
about 1.1 million barrels. 


Kuwait’s ou tp u t also passed 2 
million bands a day compared 
to an increased quota of 1.5 
million bands. 

The first question is: What 
has motivated Kuwait to ex- 
ceed its quota during the last 
four years despite strong 
opposition from fellow mem- 
ber countries? One reason is 
that Kuwait’s estimates of 
short term demand for OPEC 
ofl have been higher than those 
of other member countries in- 
cluding Saudi Arabia. Some of 
the time during those four 
years, its estimates have been 
vindicated; other times they 
were just plain wrong. Howev- 
er, it is difficult to e s t imat e 
short-run demands for 
strategic commodities because 
of tbeir sensitivities to random 
events. Another reason is that 
Kuwait differs with some 
OPEC countries on the domi- 
uant factors that det cnnin c 
mem ben* quotas. While 
population size and domestic 
abso rptive capacity are given 
greater weights by other mem- 
bos, put production lpvds (or 
productive capacity) and the 
size of the proven re s erves 
figure high on Kuwait's list. Its 
current ofl reserves ex ce ed 100 
billion barrels, placing it 
second (or probably third) af- 
ter Saudi Arabia (and Iraq). Its 
current quota, however, is lea 
than half its productive capac- 
ity, much lower than that of 
any other CMPEC me m ber's, 
mdading Saadi Arabia. 


A fou rth reason is that 
Kuwait’s $85 billion invest- 
ments in the* industrialised 
countries depend on the health 
of those countries’ economies. 
Higher inflation due to higher 
oil prices wfll dilute the value 
of those investments. Kuwait’s 
huge ofl reserves, coupled with 
its nondiversified oil-based 
economy, and its foreign in- 
vestments have given it a social 
p refere nce function that favors 
relatively low oil prices. 
Among OPEC countries, only 
Sawfi Arabia whose reserves 
exceed 250 biltion barrels, has 
a social preference 

function. 

Hie last, and cert ain ly not 
the least, reason is Kuwait’s 
national sec uri ty. Revenues 
from oil exports had fueled the 
Iraq-Iran war for eight years. 
Since late 1986, the sixth year 
of tint war, Kuwait seems to 
have favoured low ofl prices to 
stabilise the region. 

The second question is: 
Does exce ed i ng the quota to 
keep the oil price below $18 a 
barrel serve Kuwait’s future 
interest? The an s w er is No, on 
both economic and political 
grounds. Even if it were yes, 
the market forces win push 
OPECs benchmark price to 
about $18 a barrel in the next 
3-4 months when the demand 
for OPECs ofl increases to 
about 23 million barrels. This 
increase in demand covers any 
extra half million barrels pro- 
duced by Kuwait now. The 


market wfll also become tight- 
er if the tJAE abides by its new 
quota of li millio n barrels: 
This should take 200,000- 
300,000 bands off the mazkeL 

This situation resem bles the 
attempt by the FED's chair- 
man Alan Greenspan to lower 
in t e rest rates at the end of 
December 1989. The market 
snapped back and interest 
rates turned up instead of 
down. 

The encroachment of de- 
mand over productive capacity 
will posh OPEC production to 

maximum sustainable , capachy 
within the next three yearer 
There is wide agreement 
among ofl specialists that de- 
mand for ofl will rise at 2-2^> 
per ce n t annually dining this 
decade. This means that 
OPECs production will reach 
26-27 minio n bands a day in 
the year 199304. Barring any 
significant additions to capac- 
ity during this period, OPECs 
excess capacity will decline to 
around one million bands a 
day by that year. This should 
set the stage for the small 
producers (e.g. Libya, Nigeria, 
Algeria, etc.) and not Kuwait 
or the UAE to spearhead 
changes in oil prices. 

The third question is: Is a 
$25 p ri ce today in .OPECs 
future interest and is it feasible 
in the first pkae? The answer is 
NO. Imposing soch a high 
target today or even next year 
will make things much more 
difficult for OPEC in the fu- 


tore. It is not fikety that tire 
price will stick for one simple , 
reason. As indicated before, 
o v e r production has resulted in" 
an increase of 184-mfllion bar- 
rels in world ofl inventories 
sneethebegmning erf the year. 
The estimated . demand for ; 
OPEC ofl m the third quarter 
of 1990 is 2U7 million ^barrels a . 
day, which will continue to 
increase the ofl inventory- buil- 
dup, with the new.cdHng of 
22J> raflBon barrels a day. At 
the end of the fourth quarter, 
demand is projected at 23 mfl- 
Eou bands a day, it 2U5 mil- 
lion barrels day, it will take the 

market several months to. 
absorb this large inventory 
btriktop. Moreover, if the Un- 
ited States experiences a reces- 
sion in '. 1991, as the odds oe 
rising that it wfll with tire stub- 
born service inflation, mafo- 
tafomg just $18 a beard will 
become really challenging. The 
latest data have shown a much- 
weaker economy than most 
economists expected. The 
growth rate cf GNP for the 
second quarter of this year was. 
L2 per cent.' • 

The fourth question is: Is 21 
a band benchmark sustain- 
able? The answer is that it 
depends. It requires very strict 
dBscqribie on the part of every 
OPEC member to stick to its 
assigned quota. This depends 
on die devdopment of 'the ■' 


ongoing negotiations between 
Iraq and Kuwait, in whftMhe 
oil price -is- used as an impor- 
tant bargaimngchip. It necessi- 
tates that tire- projected m- 
crcasein demand for OPECoil 
to $23 iiullkffl bands during 
the foufth qnarter of tins year 
materialise, ft will need a great 
deal of tact that, the much 
feared ^wcesaon m the Tinted 
States' does not take places m 
199L : 


■ An eariy due 'ori-tiiB pice 
was flashed, outbytbe stock 
market oh the day. OPEC 
signed -ite new 22^5 nriffioo 
band agre«™mLBdng more' 
efficient m incocpOratm^ new 
fofonhation and in ? reflecting 
the collective forecast of inyes- , 
tora than tile commodity mar- ' : 
ket, tbe stock market as repre- 
sented bp -ofl index of tiie 
'strides of the ofl co mpan ies 
turned 'south after .tbe 
. amkmnccmeat of the aggep: 
m«uLTheratfoof<^stodbito 
oil futures also dedfoedL 
The 

. beatarget in' 1992 just before 
the projected jump ut price 
materialises m l993/94. For 
now,a benchmark pflro.m the 
.tower range of $20-20 is mare 
adrievabfe T 'morecoinpatible 
with the 223 million barrel 
ceiling, ■ more . rotamabte and 
'more promising than another 
in the upper end of this range: 


in Philadelphia. He is also an adviser to Jordan'sl^tipistry of 
Energy. He contributed this article to tbe. Jordan Time*. V . 


Bush inherits Reagan s 
thorny ‘Star Wars’ 


By Carol Giacomo 

Renter 


WASHINGTON — “Star 
Wars,' America's vision of a 
leakproof shield to protect it from 
Soviet missiles, was once'.a key 
superpower stumbling block. 
With warmer relations, the con- 
troversy has been defused but 
problems may fork- ahead. 

Since the Kremlin last Septem- 
ber dropped its insistence on link- 
ing a strategic nuclear agreement 
to curbs on star wars — opposed 
by Moscow ever since then-pres- 
ident Ronald Reagan unveiled 
the mnlti-bflHon-dollar program- 
me in 1983 — the issue has not 
figured prominently in top-level 
U.S.-Soviet talks. 

“It was once presented by tbe 
Soviets as a show stopper, but 
now it has declined to befog a 
minor factor” in tbe superpower 
relationship, said Military 
Analyst Edward Luttwak, refer- 
ring to star wars — officially the 
Strategic Defence Initiative 
(SDI). 

Current U.S.-Soviet relations 
are focused on cooperative ven- 
tures such as remaking Europe 
and reaching arms control 
accords this year on reducing 
strategic, or long-range, nuclear 
arms (START) and conventional 
forces. 

Meanwhile, Moscow is strug- 
gling with foternal crises and 
Washington is coming to terms 
with a federal budget deficit and 
neither has money for extrava- 
gant military investments. 

As a result, a START treaty is 
nearing completion and could be 
given a final impetus at a summit 
between Presidents George Bush 
and Mikhail Gorbachev later this 
year. It would then be signed 
when the two leaders meet next 
s um me r in Moscow. 

But trouble may be looming on 
the horizon and SDI — Reagan 
vision of a leakproof space and 
ground-based shield to guard 
America gainst misales from tbe 


country be called the “evil 
empire” — may again surface as 
a contentious issue. 

A U.S.-Soviet space defences 
pact, befog negotiated quietly in 
Geneva, is still years away. Mos- 
cow remains opposed to the star 
wars concept and Bosh may be in 
for trouble with the U.S. Congress 
over h» plan to deride within - 
two years whether to deploy a 
first phase of SDI. 

He could then face a crisis. 
Moscow has t hr e ate ned to poll 
out of the START treaty if Bush 
authorises and SDI test that ex- 
ceeds die limits of die 1972 Anti- 
Balfistic Missfle (ABM) treaty, 
which allowed research but not 
deptoyement of nationwide de- 
fence systems. 

But Bush has not made star 
wars a touchstone of his tenure 
and one of bis key aides, National 
Security Adviser Brent Scow- 
corft, is known as a star wars 
sceptic. Many experts doubt its 
scientific feasibility. 

Bush (fid, however, appoint as 
the programme’s new director a 
strong SDI advocate, former 
arms negotiator Henry Cooper. 

Regardless of what may be 
Bush's in tentions; Congress is 
taking aim at star ware. After 
several permissive years, the 
legislators have tightened spend- 
ing and this year they may curb 
the programme even more. 

Crist estimates have skyrock- 
eted to $400 trillion — a {nice the 
U.S. Congress is increasingly un- 
willing to pay. So far, S20bfibon 
has been spent.' 

Against this backdrop, U.S. 
and Soviet negotiators co n t inu e 
to work cm the defence in space 
treaty in Geneva. But there has 
been tittle pro g re ss and one 
senior official said there was no 
pressure to achieve a pact soon. 

“We are still at odds on many 
things,” he said. 

Some U.S. officials see signs 


Moscow is softening and will 
eventually accept a shift from 
offensive to defensive systems. 

But one congressional arms ex- 
pert insisted: “Soviet opposition 
to SDI is absolutely adamant " 

Moscow conducts its own re- 
search into ballistic nwsrilc de- 
fences. The Anns Control Asso- 
ciation, a private research group 
in Washington, says the program- 
me is active and well-funded but 
lags substantially behind U.S. 
effo r t s and offers no proof Mos- 
cow would abandon the ABM 
pact. 

In tbe United States, extensive 
SDI research continues but it has 
shifted to more modest goals, 
protecting militaxy targets instead 
erf people, and to wefl-understood 
technologies, such as interceptor 
rockets instead of lasers and 
particle beams. 

Arms control advocates argue 
that if the ABM treaty is scrap- 
ped, a dangerous race between 
defensive and offensive systems 
will ensue. For -40 years, the 
s up e r pow er s relied on offensive 
arms for deterrence and a shift to 
defensive systems would have! a 
pro fou n d impact 


Mutt'n’Jeff 


By Mkted Goldsmith 

The Associated Press 

MONROVIA, Liberia — This 
West African city was once a 
lively capital, a buzzing hive of 
business activity. Lebanese and 
Indian traders mixed with Amer- 
ican and European technician in 
Its once-bustling streets. 

Now those streets are deserted 
by civilians and are the batting^ 
rounds of rebels and government 
troops. 

Crocodile-infested mangrove 
swamps have -always limited ac- 
cess to Monrovia, winch is home 
to half a millio n people, one-fifth 
of Liberia’s population. . 

Now the swamps are an ally of 
embattled President Samuel Doe 


as he struggles to lurid off the 
rebels besieging his capitasL - 

The i nsurg ents made consistent 
headway for seven months and 
dosed in on Monrovia several 
weeks ago. However — contrary 
to predictions of Webern govern- 
ments who expected his speedy 
fall — Doe has held on, holed up 
in a beachfront fortress. 

But the dvfl war, accompanied 
by blody tribal conflict, is a bitter 
irony in a nation whose very 
existence was meant to be a 
celebration of freedom. 

Liberia was founded in 1847 as 
black Africa’s first independent' 
republic, created by freed Amer- 


ican slaves who were brought 
back to tbe coast of Wert Africa 
by humanitarian societies. : 

But the newcomers' were cut 
off from their African roots by 
generations of slavery, and bad 
no region or tribe would recog- 
nise them: 

Even Liberia’s state motto — 
“the . love of liberty brought ns 
here” —-refers to the freed slaves 
and their descendants, and' 
ignores 1 the very existence of 90 
per cent of^ its population. 

With the arrival of the^Amer-' 
ico-Liberians,” a deahwas rtritek- 
wfth local chiefs for land where 
they could settle.! The newcomers 
dominated the^ nevy nation-while 
the African tribes living in the 
interior were virtually forgotten 


m their awn homeland.. 

Over the yens, the social, 
cultural and economic gap be-' 
tween , the local tribes and the. 
American-Liberiaos widened. 

In 1980, however, a group of 
iKmr^pmnrissioned officers from , 
tbe remote inland Krahn tribe 
staged a coup. They killed Prest* 
dent, Wiliam R. Tolbert and for 
the first time established a gov- 
ernment of Iiberians without any 
American links. 

Master Sgt. Doe, leader of die 
tribal rebellion, was initially 
hailed as a liberator. But he ruled 
bis country like a tribal chief:. 
Members of his Krahn tribe, and 


their allies, the MaiKfingos, ; werc 
.given special advantages ’ ; 

On several oogasionsj bppo- 
hents —usually traditional tribal 
ememiei tried to qverthrow 
Doe. Hmnirecb were kffied. : ; * 
Charley Taylor, descendant of 
Americo-^^ 

launched aninvaskmfrom neigh- 


1989- r . . 

Doe’s acting Information 
Minister, ^TPhu! "Alter We, re- 
mained defiant -fo. rite-face ■ of 
ns, > 


Jhead of the nation hayie not been 
captured, Tiarytor has not won toe 
“ *4r,rWi & jUd#-* :/■ , 

• TJoe may have been helped by 
the fact- that .the rebels, are not 


united..; .--:V 'T T ; 

•- Whale Tay)or> ^forces v -.yey 
blocked on ^ . <ra«em ;outskiris 
of the C8^,.a^rivaltehd 
Prmcc Johrison, fought 'Mt'iW 
foto the city. : '■ . V ? 

; Johnson is the son of a Gap 
-hunter. and ia former army lieure- 
: nant^ bat litde .Ts known about 
him. But he. has quandteT wijb 
Taylor,! wbo has .reportedly 
thrcatenedtolrinirim. 

So even ’as .the rebels, fight |o 
fopple Doe, the Taykn-Johiafta 
rivalry tots tee stage for another 
dash between Americo-Liberi. v i 
and African peoples. ;; .- ' 


HAVE EVER-) 
PLAVED THIS . > 
COURSE, MR. idOfT? 


[ SURE 1 
HAVE' ) 





VES— THAT tSMVWFE ON . 

the Right! shes coming With 

SOffc OLD HAG SHE PICKED 
OPSOMEVAIBRE! 
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LETTERS 


To the Editor: 

I thank you for publishing my interview in your esteemed paper 
dated July 22, 1990, I however, write to you to point oat a very 
serious mistake that has somehow crept in. Tbe last sentence in 
the last but one paragraph gives an impression that I gave the 
estimated population of Qadjariis in Pakistan, which is not tine. 
Again, this “estimate” may create a false i m pression that a 
population, more than that of Amman, has accepted that 
blasphemy of their belief. The fact is that the population of 
Qadunis may not be more than 400,000 (.4 million) at all, as they 
arc given one seat in the national assembly and that is meant for 
300,000 population. I hope you will bring out the co nection 
conspicuously. 

Yours sneerely. 

Gul Motmimnad Khan 

Qrief Mamie Justice of Pakistan. 




f SM^STHE \ 
PRETTIEST LITTLE \ 
6IRL I'VE EVER SEB4J 
I WONDER U/HAT j 
I COULD SAY TD J 
GET ACQUAINTED- / 
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Intifada revives Palestinian a 


Pmi&stmism artists struggle to pp. 
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Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — - Art is often, if 
not always.* reflection of the 
realities in which an artist 
lives, physically and psycholo- 
gically. Tbos art and artistic 

■ creations in the occupied 
: Palestine have reflected the 

realities of life under occupa- 
. tion since Israel began its 
several stages of occupation 
more than four decades ago. 

■ Despite tremendous 
attempts to impede the con*- 
turned artistic expression of 
the Arabs in West Runt and 
Gaza Strip, art forms have 
grown and expanded since the 
popular uprising of the 
Palestinians under occupation 
began almost three years ago. 

While the changes and de- 
velopment of the different 
aspects of life during tire in- 
tifada have beat documented 
' to some degree, die effect on 
.Palestinian art in the West 
Bank and Gaza has. not re- 
, ceived much attention and 
while most of the population 
- in the occupied Arab territor- 
ies -was boycotting Israeli 
made goods and establishing 
substitute industries , artists 
.were creating new art mate- 
rials with, which they 
r documented the new phase in 
~ their own experience. ' _ 

Prior to the ihfifed^afipost, 
all ait materials . were in f 
sported or bought from 


Israelis. Today art materials 
are “ made in the West Bank " 
or “made in Gaza.". Paints 
from plants and herbs are 
used by some artists to replace 
paint tubes. Hay T clay and 
leather have given canvases of 
leather or burlap a new 
dnnextsioo- 

Two Palestinian artists . 
based in Ramallah, spoke to 
the Jordan Times during a 
recent visit to Amman about 
aft tinder occupation since 
1967 in the West Bank and 


Artists living in an occupied 
land. Eke many artists all over 
the world, have had a very 
difficult time making a living 
through their paintings, cera- 
mic sculptures or their artistic 
creations. 

White Zionists founded 
their first independent arts 
school in Palestine in 1905. an 
educational institution of fine 
arts is yet to be founded by 
Palestinians living under 
occupation. 

With the exception of one 
prominent Palestinian artist, 
very few Palestinians in the 
occupied territories have had 
this chance, dr have wanted, 
to study at IsraeE schools , 
and thus almost all artists stu- 
died art in Arab countries 
such as Egypt, Lebanon , Syria 
and Iraq. ...... 

. As a result, the " schools of 
art" which influenced Palesti- 
nian artists are baskalfy a 
kaleidoscope of the different 



; Atsbimr by Ssdmhnmn 


techniques and themes taught 
in the different Arab coun- 
tries. 

“Regardless of where we 
learned to use the tools of our 
craft, Palestinian art in the 
territories dapicted the reali- 
ties of life under occupation, ” 
says Suleiman Mansur, re- 
flecting on the period after the 
1967 Arab-lsraeli war. 

Prison bars and depictions 
of masses of broken’ people 
were prevalent in the 1970’s 
and pictures depicting a sense 
of humiliation, defeat and 
even betrayal continued into 
the 1980’s. 

Mansur, who graduated 
from the Bezalel Art 
Academy in Jerusalem in 
1970, still remembers when 
the then 12-member Artists 
League held exhibitions in 
Nablus , Ramallah, Nazareth, 
Jerusalem and Gaza. “ Today 
that is no longer possible , art 
exhibits are forbidden , the 
military governor considers 
that art works are a cause for 
political unrest, ” says 
Mansur. 

In the late seventies, the 
Israeli military authorities be- 
gan tbe crack down on artists 
by forbidding many popular 
poster and post card duplica- 
tions of art works, and even- 
tually confiscated original art 
works from galleries and 
artists’ homes. . 

In 1981 the Israeli mUitary 
authorities began applying a 
British Mandate law which 
stipulated that all pictures or 
printed materials have to be 
approved by the military gov- 
ernment. 

"What it meant is that, it is 
virtually impossible to hold 
exhibitkuts. If an artist waits 
for permission, it takes him 
years to get it," explains 
Tayseer Barakat, another 
Palestinian artist, who was 
on a visit to Jordan with 
Mansur. 

“Tbe problem with art cen- 
sorship by tbe Israeli military 
authorities is that they have 
no art critics and no specific 
laws regulating the censorship 
procedure, so it’s really up to 
the individual to decide what 
to do with a piece of art," 
Barakat exp/a/ns. 

After studying in Alexan- 
dria, Egypt, where he gradu- 
ated from the College of Fine 
Arts in 1983, Barakat began 
working in Ramallah because 
life as an artist in hist native 
Gaza was “ too difficult ." 

“We exhibit in Nazareth, 
Um AJ Fahem, Jerusalem and 
abroad," Barakat explains. 


While only about 10 per 
cent of the artists works are 
sold during their exhibitions 
at home, the percentage is 
% uch higher abroad. 

“ Once we go abroad we sell 
most of our works, but if any 
piece is not sold, we are forced 
to leave them behind, because 
we are not allowed to bring 
them back." says Mansur. 


‘ Palestinian art 9 


Tbe characteristics of 
", Palestinian art" are not al- 
ways easy to define. They 
document traditions and con- 
ditions of life, say the artists . 

“Sometimes if you use the 
colours that make up the 
Palestinian Bag or an olive, a 
tomato or a piece of bread, 
some will label it ‘nationaEstic 
art’," Mansur explains. 

“Our art is not always con- 
sciously politicised, it depends 
on bow you want to interpret 
it." says Mansur. 

In tbe early 1980’s depic- 
tions of villages and village 
Efe became very prevalent. 

“ Their is a fear of extinc- 
tion, the Palestinian , artist or 
otherwise, wants desperately 
to record and preserve what- 
ever is left of Palestine and 
everything distinctly Palesti- 
nian before it is destroyed." 
Mansur explains. 

Chances are that while most 
people will see an oil painting 
of an eggplant as a painting of 
a vegetable, a Palestinian will 
see in it an “aubergine Bat- 
tin, ” a reminder of the special 
eggplants once grown in tbe 
Palestinian village of Battir. 


Trim intifada — a nmw 


While the intifada has 
changed all aspects of Efe 
under Israeli occupation, it has 
also significantly affected the 
world of the artists . 

— “ The people living under 
occupation where subcon- 
sciously preparing for the in- 
tifada, and so were the 
artists, ” Barakat remembers. 

"Tbe year before the intifa- 
da began, we felt ready for tbe 
change," be recalls. 

Above and beyond becom- 
ing independent of imported 
art materials, depictions of 
life changed a great deal after 
the intifada began. “ Before 
the intifada, our human sub- 
jects, were small and distant, 
they looked down , as if in 
shame or disgrace, as if in 
destitution. After the intifada 
began, faces of children. 
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Dream of tbe Past by Tayseer Barakat 


women and men tilled our 
canvases, their eyes looked 
straight ahead, their express- 
ions were proud and detiant. " 
Barakat says. 

“Our canvases are no lon- 
ger half empty , as they once 
were , they are full of faces. 


faces which testify to a new 
phase in our long history," 
Barakat says. 

Depicting children and 
women in particular, as well 
as stones, artists are once 
again recording reality of life 
under Israeli occupation. 



Mambcrs of Vndmragm band, (from left to 
wight) Ghassan Wahbmh, Ayman AM Sakmt and 
Nassim M^dalawi. 


Underage— more 


than mere music 


AMMAN (J.T.) ■= — “ Under- 
age “ is a young Jordanian 
music band. Starting late in 
1987, the band consists of 
Nassim Majdalawi , Ayman 
Al-Saket and Ghassan 
Wabbeh. Tbe early “Under- 
age" began its musical career 
with a song called “ Little 
Angel", reflecting the band’s 
compassion for suffering. Tbe 
lyrics were by Wael Milbes. 
The song was broadcast on 
tbe music shows of Radio 
Jordan’s English service. 

Later, winds of change beat 
down the style of “Under- 
age". The first Jordanian rap 
song. Charming, pictured tbe 
typical Efestyle of teenagers. 
Feelings were tbe next theme 
with Just For a Friend Like 
You, a song about friendship 
and I Still BeEeve, about rela - ' 
tionship in general. An 
album was produced to mark 
tbe first period of 44 Under- 
age", it was called: “ Running 
Out Of Tune." 

The next period in Under- 
age musical career was the 
maturing phase in which the 
atmosphere of the band’s 
work turned to the humane 
side . Tbe song Another 
Dream, talked about young 
people’s Efe. Inspired from, 
the ongoing intifada. Stone 
Kids, is a song about the vic- 
tims of wars. Then came tbe 
latest song. Show the World 


You Care, ‘ which emphasised 
the growing dangers sur- 
rounding the planet and re- 
quiring urgent care apd atten- 
tion. These three songs were 
the opening of the new album 
Another Dream, Sky Is the 
Limit. The latest work' 
showed the major overturn of 
Underage’s character, from 
the young, classical and rebel- 
lious band to the mature and 
innovative one. 


Underage began to face 
some problems, most impor- 
tant of which was the lack of 
funds, and the lack of a copy- 
right law which makes musk 
in Jordan practically profitless 
from the financial point of 
view. 


Recording usually takes 
place at the best sound studios 
in Jordan where , nevertheless 
, not a single professional 
sound engineer can be found. 
This problem, together with 
the somehow weak local 
promotion makes it really 
tough for the band to com- 
plete with professional bands 
whether on an international 
scale or on local radio shows . 


Future plans indude the 
first Underage live concert, 
sometime, in late August, 
sponsored by local and inter- 
national companies. The in-, 
come of the concert will ba 
donated to charity causes. 




NEITHER FRIENDLY NOli VICTORIOUS: Does Anis 
Mansour mean anything to you? Maybe. The answer 
depends on whom you ash. To some Arabs, the two words 
are the name of a well-known Egyptian novelist and 
political commentator. But to others, some Jordanian 
journalists included, that is far from true. The man is 
neither Anis (which means friendly’ in Arabic) nor 
Mansour (victorious),’’ was the headline of one column in 
AJ Ra’i Arabic daily last week. The writer of the column 
was one of many Jordanian writers who took “Mansour" to 
task for calling on the Arab League headquarters in Cairo 
to be thrown into the Nile following the row that erupted 
between Iraq and the FLO on the one hand and Egypt on 
the other, over the latter’s absence from the Arab foreign 
minister’s meeting in Tunis earlier this month. “I read the 
headline and the article, and could see your point, ’’ Egyptian 
Foreign Minister Ismat Abdul Meguid told the editor ofAl 
Ra’i Mahmoud AJ Kayed during the Egyptian prime 
minister’s visit to Amman this week. “We had consistently 
tried to put some sense into this man’s (Mansour’s) head. 
bur to no good use, ” added the foreign minister, smiling 
broadly. 


DIPLOMATS ON THE MOVE: This summer is witnes- 
sing some heavy movements among Amman-based diplo- 
mats. Besides those who left and came earlier on, there are 
new arrivals and some who are leaving the country to other 
posts. Egyptian consul-general Naji Ghadriti will go back 
to work for his Foreign Ministry at the section dealing with 
the Arab Cooperation Council. Ghadriti says he will miss 
the so many friends he has made in Jordan. “I will also miss 
the country’s climate and mild weather. ’’ His wife, Aida, 
says she enjoyed every moment in Amman and intends to 
visit with tiiends the couple have made here. Another 
diplomat, heading not home but towards Europe, is 
Canadian Charge d’Affaires Michael Chesson. Cbesson, 
accompanied by Brazilian-born wife Zelia , and their 
five-year-old son, is moving to Belgrade, Yugoslavia. Borja 
Montesino, the Spanish embassy’s first secretary, is leaving 
instead for Ottawa, Canada as counsellor of political affairs 
at his country’s embassy there. “ Amman is a very nice 
place for diplomats Montesino says. “ But especially for 
Spaniards, because of the Andalusian connection between 
the Arab World and Spain." He is replaced by Fernando 
Feman dez- Aries who comes directly from Madrid for the 
first assignment abroad. At the French embassy, Marion 
Bouveau-Paradeshas taken over as Gist secretary and press 
attache from Jean -Pierre FUiu who is now posted at the 
French Foreign Office in Paris. Mrs. Bouveau Parados is 
married and has a one-year-old daughter. Her husband, 
Emanual Bouveau, is a part-time engineer who, his wife 
says, will be shuttling between Amman and Paris dividing 
his time equally between the two capitals. 


THINK TANKS AND WEDDING BELLS: No sooner 
bad Sayed Yassin been appointed secretary general of the 
Amman-based Arab Thought Forum than he took on 
another important. Jordan-related, task. The Egyptian 
scholar on Sunday wedded Dr. Omaimah Dahhan , who is 
professor of a dminis tration at the University of Jordan. 
Tbe two had been good tiiends for some time, but tbe 
happy union was not possible before due to their separate 
— and quite distant — work places. Mr. Yassin bad beaded 
tbe Egyptian newspaper A1 Ahram’s Strategic Centre for 
Political Studies for many years before be was selected for 
the prestigious Amman job which has been occupied for 
the past five years by bis friend and compatriot Dr. Saad 
Eddin Ibrahim. Dr. Ibrahim, who goes back to bis old job 
as professor of social sciences at the American University 
of Cairo on Oct. 1, claims most of the credit for the ground 
work leading up to the happy wedding. He leaves in the 
comfort that bis job will be done in good style — with 
adequate help from the Jordanian side. Mabrouk. 


BUREAUCRACY AND ALL THAT JAZZ: Bureaucra- 
cy has its funny ways of doing things sometimes — if not 
always. An advertisement placed recently in Arabic news- 
papers shows Jordanian bureaucracy at its funniest. Tbe ad 
announced that a stray work-horse, found on the border 
between Jordan and Syria, was being put to auction. The 
concerned authorities bad sent the horse with a letter to the 
Mafraq Customs Department after “arresting him " in a 
security zone. According to government regulations, such 
unclaimed property should be auctioned. Wien the first ad 
in tbe newspapers did not attract any bidders , a second one 
appeared after one week. According to the ad, the buyer 
would have to pay in addition to about JD 50, the estimated . 
price of tbe horse, the cost of the two ads, the cost of 
keeping the horse for almost a month , stamps and others 
fees. We don’t know whether tbe stray horse was finally 
sold or not . but we thought that some of you might be 
interested to know how our bureaucracy works — or does 
not work. 


CAMPAIGNS VS BOYCOTTS: The campaign to boycott 
American goods bad hardly picked up momentum when a 
huge advertising campaign promoting American food 
started. Pure coincidence, says, Adnan Sbaheen, the agent 
of American foods in Jordan, because the campaign was 
prearranged 8 months ago with the U.S. companies. Was 
he embarrassed as a Jordanian leading a campaign counter- 
ing popular sentiment? No, he says. Tbe campaign led by 
American companies is ,t pumping money into Jordan , ” he 
maintains, adding that tbe campaign will help employ many 
people at sale stands and pump money into JTV and 
newspapers coffers. Who says boycotts are not profitable? 


THOUGHTS FOR THIS WEEK 


Meet success like a gentleman and disaster like a man. 
— Lord Brikenhead, English statesman (1872-1930). 

The. future destiny of the child is always tbe work of the 
mother. 

— Napoleon Bonaparte, French general-statesman (1769- 
1821). 

I believe in the discipline of silence and can talk for hours 
about it. 

~~ George Bernard Shaw, Irish-born playrigbt (1856- 
1950). . 

Keep an open mind and be receptive to modem ideas. 

— Jawabarial Nehru , Indian nationalist leader (1889- 
1964). 

The United Nations was set up not to get us to heaven , bur 
only to save us from hell. 

















A Different World 
Kim's parents fight just 
when she adopts “operation 
organisation " to upgrade 
her marks and her life too . 

9:10 Dolphin Cove 
The kids grandparents ar- 
rive and immediately vote 
for taking the kids back to 
civilisation with them, but 
soon discover that Kate and 
David have adapted to living 
in Australia and are doing 
Gne after all. 

10:00 News in English 

10:20 Movie of the Week 

The Haunting of Julia 
Starring: Mia Farrow 
Ever since Julia tost her 
daughter , her life ceased to 
be normal. Living alone she 
begins to imagine that she is 
haunted by an evil spirit 
with no way out of this 
ordeal. 

Friday, Aug. 3 

8:30 Didi's Comedy Show 
The Policeman 
Didi, this tune is a trafGc 
policeman and , his traffic 
controlling leads to many 
car-accidents and total 
chaos. 

9:10 Midnight Caller 
Wrong Side of the Wall 
Blauncher is an old man , 
who spent most of bis life in 
prison , and wants to go back 
to jail because straight life is 
too complicated for him. 
Jack does his best to help 
him clean his record.- 

10:00 News in English 

1030 Anything More Would 
be Greedy 

Peter is reinstated in the 
company and Felix resigns 
and forms a big company, to 
compete against Peter's 
company. 


Saturday, Aug. 4 

830 Joint Account ■ 

David is Girting with his 
wife and cooking her dinner. 
He goes through all this 
trouble to convince her to 
lend him her fancy car, but 
Belinda refuses. 

9:00 Eacomter 
Rami Kbouii interviews 
Mahmoud A1 Sharif, editor 
of AJ Dustour Arabic daily 
newspaper. 

9*30 Classical Mask 

lfktiO News in English 

10:20 Feature FBm 
Hiroshima Out of Ashes 
Starring: Max Von Sjdow 
The war is still being 
waged between the U.S. and 
Japan. The Americans ting- 
le Hiroshima out for a nuc- 
lear attack and when it hap- 
pens, it is a human tragedy 
and the damage is horrific. 
The war ends and history 
ushers into a new age. 

Sunday, Aug. 5 

830 Hey Dad 
Martin discovers that 
Simon is not doing well at 
school. So he takes it out on 
his secretary who resigns in 
protest. Now Martin is iu 
more trouble than before. 

9:10 The Nuclear Age 

Visions of Peace 
Reagan's “ Star Wars" 
policy speeds up America’s 
armament programme, and 
Reagan refuses to cooperate 
with the Soviets, but all that 
changes when Bush and 
Gorbachev decide to end 
the arms race. 

1030 News In English 

10:20 Hunter 
Sen and Heir 
A gang ■ specialises in 
stealing sophisticated com- 
puter equipment and selling 


them to the Communists. 
Hunter and McCall use an 
intra-gang murder 9 to un- 
ravel the whole gang net- 
work. 

Monday , Aug. 6 

830 Perfect Strangers 
Blast from the Past 
Marvin stows tip again, 
this time without explosives 
and claims be is being 
hunted by a bunch of killers. 
In fact the whole building is 
under siege. Someone is de- 
finitely tick in bis mind. 

9:10 Murder She Wrote 

The Body Politic 
Two female candidates 
are locked up in a fierce 
competition to win the state 
election ; a murder is com- 
mitted. Jessica’s investiga- 
tion shows that the minder 
is not related to the cam- 
\ paign competition. 

1030 News in En gKeh 

1030 The Endless Game 
Alec is determined to dis- 
cover the truth behind the 
- mysterious death of "Caro- 
line. "He is in Soviet Union 
as a KGB spy where be 
■ meets with a KGB spy, John 
Miller, “Caroline's murder- 
er. "Is Alec about to unravel 
the mystery? 

Tuesday, Aug. 7 

830 Golden Girls 
Old Friends % 

Old Sophia befriends an 
old black bummer in a pub- 
lic park. Sophia begins to 
enjoy bis company everyday 
when suddenly be dis- 
appears mysteriously. 

9:10 Heart of the High 
Country 

Tragedy again haunts 
Ced. When Calvin’s mother 
dress, Ced is unable to in- 
herit her, and when Ced's 
daughter returns they dedde 
to start all over again in a 


grim coal-mining town cal- 
led Grevillton. 


1030 News in ’EbogBsh 

1030 Paradise 

Devil's canyon 
Claire meets the young 
Willie and goes out with Mm 
for a ride. She gets kidnap- 
ped by Willie's father. 
Ethan, goes out looking for 
her, and it’s a hard search 
before he Sods her. 


11:10 Police Squad 
The Butler Did It 
A classic case of kidnap- 
ping a rich couple's daughter 
for a ransom — a big ran- 
som. The police investiga- 
tion shows that the Butler 
did it. 

Wednesday, Aug. 8 

830 A Family For Joe 
A Lithe Romance 
A rich lady wants to di- 
vorce her husband and has 
her eyes set on “ grand- 
papa ” Joe, but the kids wor- 
ry and dedde to do some- 
thing about losing their Joe. 

9:10 Documentary 

Running Out of Time 
Th i s objective 
documentary discusses the 
agricultural, industrial and 
economic hardships the 
Palestinians, in the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip, go 
through. It ends with a con- 
clusion, a simple one — 
peace. 

1030 News in E ggffch 

1030 Mini Series 
Challenger 

This documentary sheds 
some light on the prepara- 
tions for the “ challenger ” 
historic space flight in 
“NASA". The average pre- 
tiight daily role of the astro- 
nauts, their expectations , 
hopes and anxiety are re- 
vealed. 


Weekend Crossword 


Eifited by Herb Ellcowi 


FLOWER FLICKS 
By Stanley B. Whiiien 


i "The — me 

38 Condemns 

64 — Abner 

86 Overweight 

Mohicans' 

40 Ilk 

65 — Aviv 

B9 Kind of number 

7 Gaps 

41 Toast opener 

66 Declaim violently 

abbr. 

14 Pam in the neck 

42 Talking bird 

67 Blunts 

90 Movie theater 

18 Qni city 

43 Prohibit legally 

88 Barker's pilch 

91 Cur 

19 Advocaie ol a 

45 Get up on the 

70 Vana tenets 

92 Stance 

cause 

wrong Side ol — 

71 Pretentious 

93 Eng. historian 

20 Sp explorer 

47 Administers 

72 Flag ol hears 

96 Ingratiating 

22 LOrenfOuinn tllm 

50 Fill lo ilia brim 

boat 

97 Macaroni or 

24 — Express 

51 Makes sound 

73 Young woman 

ravioli 

25 Wild ducks 

52 Bye-bye 

74 Thwarts 

SB Far and wide 

26 Company 

53 Unused 

76 Guillotine 

99 KentRabson 

27 Go belorc 

54 Carnages In 

77 Explosion 

lllm 

29 "Don't Tread — " 

Hyde Park 

79 Quantities: abbr. 

104 Moves furtively 

30 Male ceer 

56 Love ol antiques 

60 Room: Fr. 

105 Airplane wing 

31 Fla*ors 

57 Gossip column 

81 Stock exchange 

section 

34 Base 

bit 

membership 

106 Type of 

35 Utter 

58 Crude metal 

82 Walking sucks 

inspection 

36 God of war 

59 Caravansary 

84 Appear gradually 

107 Being: Lai. 

37 — away tne lime 

60 Magnam's Oscar 

in Dims 

108 Free ' 

(lazed) 

him 

* 85 Canvas cover 

109 Stripped 


DOWN 

1 Stale gambling 
games 

2 Goddess ol 
wisdom 

3 Vaporous 

4 Postpone 
consideration 

5 Noclumal birds 

6 Flying oig 

7 LA boopsiers 
S To Ihe left 

nauiicaJiy 
9 Thick string 

10 School 
monogram 

11 Extreme degree 

12 Boeing great 

13 Quiets medically 

14 Skin opening 

15 Clapton of rock 
IB PancmlMscLeme 

him 


17 Fibrous tissue 

20 Canvas beds 

21 Fumes 
23 Diagram 
28 Beal IV or 

Rorem 

30 Lyre's cousin 

31 Ladd/ Bend i* film 

32 Buenos — 

33 Luge or pung 
30 Bovine sound 

37 Durum and spell 

38 Forceful people 

39 Anecdote 
collection 

40 Check 

42 San CA 

43 Sincere 

44 De Nlio/Fonda 
lllm 

45 Second point in 
tennis 


46 Submarine 

47 Dillon and Helm 

48 Most strange 

49 Pulls 

50 Treats with 
malice 

52 Of nobility 

55 Position ol 
difficulty 

56 Unburdens 
Bt Rabbits 

62 Soup dish 

63 Seaweed 

69 Small piece ol 
ground 

'72 City ol Brazil 

75 Fr. title 

76 Asked 

77 Emcee Parks 

78 Racetrack 
circuit 

80 Narrow shoal 


Diagramless n x r>. By hitom b. conn 


ACROSS 
1 Lay an egg 

5 Turner or 
Cantrell 

6 Small amount 

11 USA part: abbr 

12 Love fondly 

13 Chicago lavortie 

15 Showed on TV 
again 

16 Kind of party 
20 Booty 

22 Ditto 

23 Rain hard 


DOWN 

1 Extra weigh I 

2 Disabled 

3 Ryan or Tatum 

4 Talking birds 

6 Bog 

7 Brainstorm 

5 Average 
9 Dies - 

ID Crew members 
14 in a little 
while 

16 Reach 

17 Singer Tennitle 


24 Pentateuch 
26 Speak 

29 Actress Meara 

30 Tizzy 

31 A Fitzgerald 

3 2 Scatterbrain 
35 Holliday TV 

role 

37 Rest 

38 Mrs. Nick 
Charles 

41 Formal wear 
43 Very fast 


18 Family circle 
member 

19 Sprouted 

21 Small amount 
25 Finally 
28 Lustrous 

27 Stein fillers 

28 Bark shrilly 
31 Mr. Kazan 

33 Trimming tape 

34 — the line 
(obeys) 

38 Eight: pref. 


46 Pyrlte 

47 Follow 

48 It. poet 

49 Roaring 

■ Twenties e.g. 

50 Hunting 

55 Vicinity 

56 Govt, agent 

59 Carry on 

60 For each 

61 Indian 

62 Vary dry 


37 Inscribed pillar 
33 Storm 
4Q Cuts short 

41 Future (lower 

42 Singer 
Krtstolterson 

43 Recluse 

44 Mite 

45 Camel kin 
48 Passenger 

48 Fish by bobbing 

51 Snare 

52 Scarlett's hone 


81 Woodland defty 

82 Insensible slates 

83 Suitable for 
plowing 

84 Fhm-dollar Mil 

86 New Orleans 
institution 

B6 Fuddy-duddy 

87 Wily 

88 Made tun ol 

90 Scoundrels 

91 King of 
Crete 

92 Old- fashioned 

94 Large amount 

95 Michigan e.p 

96 Soup pod 

97 Yearn 

100 Prevaricate 

101 Everything 

102 Average grade 

103 Policeman 


63 Egg on 

66 — Trap for 

68 - Alla. CA 

69 Main artery 

70 Leather 
thong 

73 Frozen rain 

74 Occupation 

75 “Sleppenwoir 
author 

76 h. princely 
family 

77 Forest denizen 


53 Wicked 

54 Make over 

57 Ripens 

58 Annoyed 

81 Make a speech 

63 Shoe bottom 

64 Top man: abbr. 

65 Shosboneans 
67 Meet the day 
69 Hardwood 

71 Feed the 
kitty 

72 Equal 



Last Week's Cryptograms 

1. Mean pelican's pouch was loaded with a fresh catch of wonderful 
small mussels. 

2. Poor Toalo surprises bank teller by asking hen “Are yon the loan 
arranger?” 

3. Who but a special fairy would pal oat petty cash for a discarded 
baby tooth? 

4. The cook thinks making good food affects mood. 


CRYPTOGRAMS 

1. BOLANBKTER EIOLLPLAS EOINPLAS 
WF.NKLY WEAWLRRLY PEOOTEIL BREAK. 

—By Lois H. Jones 

2. ST1EUMED TONYEATERY LED ANO E WOM 
BIYYOU BECLN WIT YTI8QZEG ELSQORZO. 

—By Barbara J. Ragg 

3. TANB0R CAWNB BL TACO’N FWLZRARE 
Y Q N A F, BGOR OPFG YPR YQNB NARE GAN 


LZR NLRE. 


—By Gordon Mffler 


4. SWITCH YOWL N T V: ONE UNGH EH 1HV 

UNUNK SCNG U K V K N VCHHL? -By Ed Hnddlesoa 


nnnnn nnnra nrinn nnnnn 
nnnnn nnnn nnnn rmn 
nnnnnm.nnn nnm nnnnn 
onran nnnn nrnnnnnnritin 
nnnnn n~nn nnn 
nnnnnn nnnnn nrcnmnn 
nnn nnnnnnnmnm nnnn 
nnnn non nnnn nnnnn 
nnnnn nnrmr.t non nnnnn 
Rnni'tnran nnnn nnnnnnnn 
nnnnnnn nnnnnnri 
nnnrannnn nnnn nnnnnnn 
nnrm nnn nnnnn nnnnn 
nnnnn nnnn nnn nnnn 
nnnn nrtnnnmmnnn nrin 
nnnnnnn nnnnn nnnnnn 
nr.in nnnn nnnnn 
nnnnnnnnmn nnnn nnm 
nnnnn nnnn nnnnnnnnnn 
nnnnn nnnn nnnn nnnnn 
mnnn nnnn n-nn nnnnn 


SOLUTIONS OF 
LAST WEEK'S PU2LE 
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nnnnnn nnnn 
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By M. YagM 

The people of Jordan live as a young nation that occupies 
an ancient land assodated with the civilisations of antiqui- 
ty. This is the land where prophets of God once walked and 
is now blessed by an andent religious history as well as a 
moderate dimate where soft gentle breezes are blown in 
from the Mediterranean Sea. 

Although modi of Jordan is arid and semi-desert, Jordan 
does possess an unparalleled contrast in landscape where 
among dry and stark conditions, there can be found 
breathtaking mountains, forests, wfldfiowcts and, most of 
all, hospitable and . intelligent people. 

However, Jordan’s mostpredous and valued possession 
is His Majesty King Hussein, who is the most remarkable 
and ingenious leader of all the Arab countries and is one of 
the most intelligent of aB world leaders. King Hussein Ibn 
Talal is a much-loved leader and the prick of Jordan. He is 
certainly deserving of the tide, '‘Falcon of Qurekb." 

Not long ago, Jordan witnessed the patient and respect- 
able decorum of its leader when King Hussein held an 
interview on the American network, Nigbtiine with ABC’s 
correspondent, Forrest Sawyer. This interview gave the 
work 1 the opportunity to see the King as he actually is, a 
man GBed with great sadness for the Palestinian question, 
as well as a wise-man knowing all the serious implications of 
Soviet Jewish immigration to Palestine. King Hussein satin 
modest politeness while his face was furrowed in sorrow 
and despair at the hopelessness of America’s refusal to 
admit the time-bomb situation that exists as long as there is 
no efialogue for peace between Palestinians and Israelis. 
For quite some time, the Western World has portrayed the 
Arabs as a war-thirsty and trigger-happy people who 
welcome conflict in the Middle East Mr. Sawyer could 
easily be seen as antagonistic and offensive in his interview. 
The King could only be seen as dignified, respectable and 
defending his country’s position. 

In spite of Mr. Sawyer’s insinuations about the King’s 
position on the Palestinian question. King Hussein repe- 
atedly formed his answers with great thought and main- 
tained a noble stature. It was with ponder that he expressed 
regret and disappointment at the stagnation of the PLO- 
U.S. dialogue as well as the continued attrodties against an 


entire poop of toman beings. 

While Weston spectators mchasMf. Sawyer ha vemadc 
the Arabs look like warmongers, in troth it is tbc lstaetis, 
backed by American money, weapoos anti moral support 
Who are indeed the rich and fattened, wa r fords ivtose 


is an invitation to disaster, to not only the PalestiwMsfrom 
within, but the Jordanians from without for where can ttfig 


at Palestinian and Jordahrian expense? . . r ; « • . 

In the past twenty years, Ionian has seen outstanding 
progress. The Kingdom can be proud of oneoftttefihest 
intematianal.airports m the world, not onlymspiepdar, 
for splendor is sometimes fallible, butinefficicncyaBd 
courtesy. Th is small Kingdom cad^also - h^^ ' of ^an 


link the remotest parts oftheammryfogetiier.\T^ 


ties have . sprung up 

underway and not just blueprints on ank empty: drawing 
board * . .... :\. y •/ .-'j vVr' • . . 

Medical carebasvastfyimprovtdaiHlffp^~h^been 
great effort to make all Jordanians moreheaith Ctinscktus 
and disease preventive. The nmnberdf hospitals has 
increased and are manned by capable doctorsand nurses: 


The King has also made conmientiabte 
Jordan a "Sower in ■- the desert, ?- and kevrir enmnra tr in t, 
the growth of trees and forests, :v-:u >: ! l. v £ ;"v 
True, there is yet much to be deskedin th ts crossroads of 
ancient and modem history, as weU as the hub of E&stern 
and Western cultures. But Jordan h^ much to be prood of 
tend foremost much to be thankful for. JordaniksbCen 
led and guided by an astnte-an&ab^ 

Hussein, thc Fakxm of Qnrcish ' and Jfordtm^.^ 
formidable statesman respcctekf the world over. .^The Kjhg 
is an asset arid a benefit to bis country. He also plays a key 
role in Middle Eastern affairs and ~ 

The King's interview op Nigbtiine, gavetbey world 'an 
opportunity to see his dedication dhd paticrice conceriihig 

d.. r___ j l-. _ . > • 


problem. The FakxmofQurcishisyoung Jordan's remark- 
able leader in ah andent land where tnmAedio^ waDted. 


THIS WEEK IN HISTORY 




Thursday , Aug. 2 

1738 — France offers 
mediation to Holy fioman 
Emperor Charles VI in his 
war with Turkey. 

1824 — Turkey captures 
island oflpsara from Greeks. 

1830 — France's King 
Charles X abdicates. 

1928 — Italy signs 20-year 
treaty of friendship - with 
Ethiopia. 

1934 — Germany's Presi- 
dent Paul Von Hindenburg 
dies at age 87, opening way 
for Adolf Hitler to become 
dictator. 

1935 — Britain passes Gov- 
ernment of India Act, which 
reforms governmental system . 
separates Burma and Aden 
from India, grants provincial 
governments, greater self- 
government and creates cen- 
tral legislature in New Delhi. 

1939 — Scientist Albert 
Einstein says in letter to U.S. 
President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt that U.S. should 
start atomic research prog- 
ramme. 

1956 — Britain rejects re- 
quest of federation of 
Rhodesia and Nyasaland for 
status as separate state within 
British Commonwealth. 

1963 — United Stales tells 
United Nations it will halt all 
sales of military equipment to 
South Attica because of that 
nation's segregation policies. 

1971 — United States says 
it will support seating China in 
United Nations but will 
oppose expulsion of Chinese 
Nationalists. 

1988 — Soviet military un- 
veils its new top-secret Black- 


jack bomber to U.S. Defence 
Secretary Frank Carhicd. 

Friday , Aug. 3 

1742 — British navy guard- 
ing Mediterranean prevents 
NeopoUtans and Spaniards 
from taking Lombardy. 

1767 — Burmese forces in- 
vade Siam (Thailand). 

1803 — ■ Second Mahrathn 
War against Sindhia of GwaJ 
lior begins when British 
troops open offensive. 

1881 — British troops 
occupy Egyptian town of 
Suez. 

1943 — Anti-Nazi demon- 
strations are held in Milan, 
Gen oa and other northern 
Italian dties during World 
WarH. 

1956 — Gold Coast League 
Assembly adopts Kwame 
Nkrumah's resolution deman- 
ding independence from Bri- 
tain. 

1958 — Atomic-powered 
U.S. submarine Nautilus 
makes Grst undersea crossing 
of North Pole. 

1988 — Thousands of stu- 
dents march through Ran- 
goon to denounce bard-fine 
leader Sein Lwin, who damps 
•indefinite martial law on the 
Burmese capital. 

1989 — Palestinians com- 
plain to U.S. about alarming 
“lack of progress” in US.- 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation dialogue. 

Saturday, Aug. 4 

1789 — French feudal sys- 
tem is abolished. 


1878 — Frendh, led by 
Marie Macnudumi are defe- 
ated at Weissenberg, Ger- 
many, by Cro wn Prin ce ■ 
Frederick in Franco-Prussian 
War. " 

1907 — i French fleet . bom- 
bards Casablanca following 
anti-foreign outbreaks. ■ 

1914 -—Britain declares war ■ 
.on^Germany;- United. States.: 
declares its neutrality, 

1916 — Denmark sellsDan- 
ish Virgin Islands to United 
States for $25 miUibn. 

1922 r— Fighting between 
Fascists and Socialists breaks 
out in Italian cities. - . 

1971 — U.S. Apollo 15 
spacecraft heads back to . 
Earth after six-day mission of 
exploring moon. 

1976 — Eighty-one people 
are executed in Sudan on 
charges they tried - to over- 
throw the government 

1986 — Britain's Prime 
Minister Margaret Thatcher 
reluctantly offers to impose 
limited sanctions against 
South Africa. 

1989 — Syrian and Falan- ■ 
gist gunners engage, in five- 
hour artillery battle in 
Lebanon. 

Sunday, Aug. 5 

1600 — Cowrie conspiracy 
in Scotland, when Lord Co w- 
rie and bis brother Alexander 
Rutbven seize King James VI, 
who subsequently is rescued. 

1716 — Savoy’s Prince 
Eugene defeats Turks at 
Peterwardein (petrovaradine) 
in .Russia. 

1810 — Napoleon Bona- 


: parte imposses tax on aB coio- 
maf mqxjiis fofo'France. ... . 

1850 — Australia Govern- 
ment Act grants representa- 
tive governments to. - South 
. . Australia, Tasmania and Vic-, 
tenia , whietthstyparated from 
New South . Wales . V 

1858 — FirritransA tiantic 
cable iSzcompletecL ^ - ---- 

- 4884~^ornerst(me QfSta- 
tne-iff.JJber^Ji:l^\at:entr- 
anee to Now - York Harbour. 

1943 — Capture of Catania 
gives aliwd forces command 
■. of SidHaustraits off Italy dur- 
ing World War H. . : ‘ 

; • 1949. -± U.S. . aid to 
Nationalist-China ceases; ear- 
thquake in Ecuador takes ab- 
out 6,000 lives. \ ; 

: 1952 Japan resumes di- 
plomatic relations with 
Nationalist China. ■ . 

. 1962 — - L7.S. movie\ star 
Marilyn Monroe -is found 
dead in bedroom of her. Lbs 
Angeles, California, Home! 

1963 — United States, Bn-.: 
tain and Soviet Union sign 
treaty outlawing nuefear tests 
in atmoqihere, in ^pace_aitd_ 
underwater. ■ 

1971 — Turkey opens di- 
plomatic relations with China 
and breaks relations with 
Nationalist Chinese on For- 
mosa. - '■ _ 

1976 — Sudan military reg- 
ime executes . alleged ; com- . 
mandcr add 16 .other parti[ci_- 
pants in abortive conpy ~ * 
.1988' r—'- Iraniad fighter 
bombers . - attack Iraqi troop 
positions near border : with 
southwestern Khuzestan pro- 
vince. 

~By the Associated Press 
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Harrison Ford feels at home in big sky country 




i. 


By Bob Tfa nnas 

s '■-. ■■[pte' flssQc&Qci Press 

: NEWYORR —Just fa from 
****! ***8 *ty. eouui i y ' t?f. the 
State of Wyoming, where be 
‘ lives T Harrison Ford faced a 
* [peril as bazardbusas any cn- 
countered by Han Sofa and. 
■ Indiana. Jones; the press four. 

Ford is a private man, and 
’he approaches an interview 
with the zest of a glutton 
- facing a dfcr. He & notorious 
for his verbal fenc ing * espe- 
cially On personal matters, 
with interviewers. 

A television interviewer re- 
cently tried to induce Ford 
into drscfasfag the sex of bis 
unborn baby. Fbrd kncw, but 
declined to say. The baby 
turned out to be a girl, bom 
June 30. 

Unlike some major stars , 
Ford feels a responsibility to 
the studios who pay him huge 
salaries far bis work (upwards 
of 57 million). Hence he came 
here for two gruchygdays of 
radio, TV and print interviews 
far “Presumed Innocent , " the 
Warner Bros. Film based on 
Scott Throw's book. Also tak- 
ing part were co-stars Bonnie 
Bedctta, Brian Denoehy, 
Haul Julia and Paul Winfield 
and dirctor Alan J. Pakula. 

His co-workers bad reveal- 
ing things to say about Fond 

BedeUa: “(The Rim) was 
the first timel had met him. 
He’s a very interior type of 
person; be keeps bis own 
counsel. I think he’s a marve- 
lous actor. In this picture be 
was very — soulful... he was 
very giving, generous, sensi- 
tive. A lovely man. ” 

Winfield: “Harrison and I 
first met when we were both 


under, contract to Columbia 
Pkmcs (in the mid-1960s). 1 
was brought in after the Wans 
riots because the studios de- 
rided they needed angry 
young wen, andLRt into that 
. category. It was the end of the 
■ contract period, and the only 
. friend I made was Harrison.... 
He was the same as be is now. 
Except . he's a lot richer. ” 

Pakula : 41 I thought of Har- 
rison from the beginning. I 
wanted someone who was like 
evetynum, who had an all- 

American kind of quality / 

am interested in characters 
who are two-sided, who can be 
a col faction of opposites. 

“Harrison is very bright. 
He has a sense of storytelling, 
especially a complicated story 
like this one. IPs great tohave 
someone who says, ’Have you 
told that V ‘Does the audience 
understand that?’ ‘Explain 
that to me. ”* 

In “ Presumed Innocent 
Ford portrays a married pro- 
secutor accused of murdering 
a beautiful colleague (Greta 
Scaccbi) with whom he had a 
Ranting affair. The rote calls 
far greater depth of feeling 
than Ford has displayed on 
the screen before. Nothing 
unusual, he said. 

“It seems to me it’s the 
same job ever time: Trying to 
figure out what the ideas are 
and to give them expression. 
The more of an idea there is, 
the easier it is to give it life. 
This was a character that was 
extremely well-written and 
bad great complexity. And 
the complexity was well-knit 
to the plot. It was really and 
easy part to play." 

Ford had not read the 
. Throw novel, and he held off 



Harrison Ford as Indiana Jonas 


until he could see the movie 
script, by Frank Pierson and 
Pakula. 

“ 1 didn’t want to prejudice 
my impression of the screen- 
play", he said. “I immediately 
read the book afterward. 
Then I worked with Alan for 
six or eight months before the 
Sims started." 

Role is fiy, far removed 
from Ford's portrayals fa the 
“Star Wars’’ and “Indiana 
Jones” movies. Mixing drama 


and action has been part of his 
strategy; “It has always been 
my intention that that might 
help to keep my career alive. I 
like doing different kinds of 
films. I like facing different 
kinds of challenges. ’’ 

Ford grew up fa suburban 
Chicago, drifted into acting at 
Ripon College. After a stint fa 
summer stock, he drove to 
California fa 1964 with his 
new wife , Mary Marquardt, 
for a career fa Sim. He en- 


ded making more money from 
carpentry than acting. 

Did he grow impatient in 
those years? 

“Often,” he said. “Impa- 
tient and frustrated. But when 
I look back on it, I really did 
know from the very beginning 
that it was the kind of job that 
took a long time to get into. 
And that the really secret of it 
all was just outlasting the 
competition and not giving 
up. As well as taking that 


period of time to develop your 
craft and to mature.” 

Between building houses. 
Ford appeared fa TV serials 
and such Sims as “ The Con- 
versation" and “ American 
Graffiti.” 

“When I went away to do 
"Star Wars, ' I had the feeling 
that I might be packing up my 
carpentry stuff for the last 
time," he recalled. “ After 
that, I was able to work when 
I wanted to work.” 




; John Cleese's success plays 







■r? v*-» 


By Andrew Stem 

' ■■ Reuter ; 

•^CHICAGO — ‘Tve always 
.-bad an appearance of great 
respectability but then X have 
,^a slightly free-wheeling 
-nund," John - Cleese said, 
.. scratching bis nose, with a bot- 
tle cap. 

„» “I sort Of have naughty, 
^subversive thoughts," be said 
in a recent interview, nacnow- 
-jng ids eyes in a look he 
^refined in the 1970s during the 
* heyday of die acclaimed six- 
man British comedy televirion 
series Monty Python's Flying 
^Circus. 

.. But be hasjeaznt how to 
■- cash fa on the contrast be- 
tween bis wick ed mind and his 
. businesslike appearance. 

T “To undermine the reputa- 
tion of an accountantrit helps 
.to look like an accountant," 
be said. 

_ Cleese , 50, who Eves fa 
London, was on a recent US. 
Jour to promote Video Arts, a 
hugely successful company 
- based near Chicago which be 
co-faunded and which now 
has a collection of some 85 
business training Hints. 

The company raked fa $25 
msffion in revenues last year 
■from more than 50,000 orga- 
nisations that bought or : 
■rented its videotapes, which 
focus on the motivational and 
personal side of business op- 


erations. 

- The Slxhs, fa which the 
towering Cleese plays roles 
ranging from a genie with 
magical business advice to the 
hopeless manager “Rule- 
bound Reggie are about 
more than making money, 
.Geese said. 

“ They’re about treating 
people better so they Eve pro- 
fessional lives based on 
curiosity, enthusiasm and ex- 
ploration rather than fear of 
an authoritarian boss " he 
said. 

It may be difficult to fathom 
- Cleese's belief in the business 
world after seeing him in 
Monty Python dressed as a 
banker doing a “sUly walk, ” 
or as the disgruntled pet-store 
customer demanding a refund 
for a dead parrot. 

He made a name for him- 
self outside Monty Python 
with bis 1987 film A Fish 
Called Wanda, a comedy that 
also starred Python veteran 
Michael Palin and American 
actors Jamie Lee Curtis and 
Kevin Kline. 

He also played the madcap 
hotelier Basil and Fawity fa 
the critically acclaimed televi- 
sion series Fawity Towers. 

But Cleese, who before 
Monty Python was a school- 
teacher at St. Andrews in 
Scotland, has a deadly serious 
side. 

“I don’t particularly enjoy 


just doing comedy. It was fine 
op to the end of Python, but 
when I do something now I 
like it to be about a tittle bit 
more." 

To that end, Cleese is col- 
laborating with British 
psychologist Robin Skynner 
and his ex-psychiatrist on a 
sequel to their 1983 self-help 
book. Families And How to 
Survive Them, wbicb sold 
125,000 copies fa Britain. 

Lying on bis back on a 
conch fa a palatial hotel suite 
here, Cleese talked about 
their research on what keeps 
healthy people going. 

“ The funny thing about 
psychiatry and medicine in 
general is that it’s based on 
the study of sick people rather 
than healthy people /’ Cleese 
said. 

“Genuinely Tm interested 
in improving my own mental 
health and happiness, and as I 
do that... I’m extremely hap-' 
py to be able to earn money 
passing them on with my skills 
as a communicator 

Some day he would like to 
write another movie with hef- 
ty roles for bis co-stars fa A 
Fish Called Wanda, or such 
Holywood notables as Amer- 
ican actor WUUiam Hurt. 

His days as a satirist may not 
be over. He is considering a 
British television show lam- 
pooning Prime Munster Mar- 
garet Thatcher’s government. 



“ Sometimes when a gov- 
ernment is on its last legs and 


doing very badly , as ours is, a Goal shove. Td be slightly 
satire can help to give it. the tempted,” be said. 


U.S. museums face 
threat of censorship, 
shrinking funds 


By Michael Confan 

Reuter 

CHICAGO — American 
museums are worried. They 
face threats ranging from cen- 
sorship to shrinking funds — 
even though museum officials 
believe the public, which 
made 500 million visits last 
year, Ekes what it sees and 
keeps coining back. 

The controversy over dis- 
plays of the homo-erotic 
photography of the late 
Robert Mapplethorpe is but 
one example of problems fac- 
ing the industry. 

“ The 1980s were a good 
decade for museums. In a lot 
of ways the 90s are beginning 
with a lot of difficult ques- 
tions, ” said Ellsworth Brown, 
incoming president of the 
American Association of 
Museums. 

The association, members 
of which include 2,300 institu- 
tions ranging from zoos to art 
museums, met recently in 
Chicago. 

“Art and ideas and words 
and scientific inquiry have 
from time to time generated 
controversy, ” Brown said. 
“ But attempts to use them as 
an excuse are fa themselves an 
inexcuseable effort to throttle 
free expression ." 

Brown, who heads the Chi- 
cago Historical Society, said a 
major concern is the fate of 
the National Endowment of 


the Arts, which provides 
federal aid for the arts. The 
agency is up for reauthorisa- 
tion this year and its existence 
is threatened. 

Senator Jesse Helms of 
North Carolina, a conserva- 
tive Republican, has called for 
the abolition of the endow- 
ment, which has been under 
attack for months over its role 
fa funding both the travelling 
Mapplethorpe exhibition and 
works by other artists. 

Last year Congress imposed 
a one-year ban on the funding 
of “obscene" art. 

President George Bush , 
however, has called for a five- 
year reauthorisation of the 
endowment, and rejected 
government censorship of art. 

The president. Brown said, 
“is right where he ought to 
be ” on the issue. 

But the problems facing 
museums go far beyond the 
censorship and obscenity con- 
troversy, he said. 

Property taxes, a traditional 
means of support for publicly 
fimded museums, are in- 
creasingly under fire and the 
economy fa general is “not as 
booming ” as it had been in 
recent years. 

Other threats. Brown said, 
include moves to tax the pro- 
fits of museum stores and 
other operations as well as 
endowments, and the linger- 
ing effects of the 1986 tax 
reform act , which curbed gift- 
giving. 


Ballerina reflects on role 
that made her famous 








Norwegian witchcraft opera to test foreign audience 






By Afister Doyle 

Reuter 

OSLO — A Norwegian pop 
opera based on a 15th century 
j tabs of wktiboaff is about to 
make its debut abroad. 

The female Duo Doll *e De 
Luxe has been packing 
theatres . around Norway for 
two years. 

* Benedkte Adrian and Ing- 
rid Bjoemov, both - 26, hope 
to change Norway’s reputa- 
tion as a mnzical backwater 
and an now seeking interna- 
tional success for the opera 
they wrote and composed, 

‘Wbkh .Wteh- • . 

: The ' two an. to perform, 
i raft a cast of 25 otbets, in 
Stratford-on-Avoifm England 


— their first performance to a 
public audience abroad. 

“Their brilliant new - pop 
opera. . .proclaims -the arrival 
of a new and vital voice from 
the frozen north,” Time 
magazine wrote after the duo 
performed to a private audi- 
ence in Amsterdam fast year. 

Time rated Wbkh Witch, 
part of a renaissance in 
Norwegian popular mask, as 
the most impressive new com- 
position from Scandinavia 
since Benny Andcrsson and 
Bjorn Ulvaeus of Sweden’s 
Abba wrote the music far the 
1985 stage show Chess. 

A drian and Bjoemov have 
rceeotiy reworked and ex- 
panded the open which is 
Bmg m FngKah an dblcods the 


styles of opera and musical 
mtb rock. 

But the two say that coming ' 
from Norway with no pre- 
vious experience of compos- 
ing opera may not be ideal 
references. 

“If you beard someone tell- 
ing you that there are some 
Norwegians who. have never * 
written an opera before, but 
that they’re great, what would 
you think ?” asks Adrian, 
whose soaring soprano ex- 
tends to a window-shattering 
B fiat above the high C 

“You can't follow the steps 
of other Norwegians because 
it’s not really been done be- 
fore," adds Bjoemov, who 
conducts while playing 
keyboards. 


Apart from the 19th cen- 
tury composer Edvard Grieg 
do Norwegian has achieved 
lasting international fame for 
music. 

In the late 1970s Norwegian 
popular music achieved some 
notoriety when Jan Teigen 
became the first singer ever to 
score zero points fa the 
Eurovision song contest. 

But since then Norwegian 
pop groups A-Ha and Dance 
With a Stranger have had a 
string of international hits. 

DoUie de Luxe’s biggest in- 
ternational success so far was 
a single prom its 1986 rock 
versus opera album, which 
sold 200,000 copies in 
Europe , mainly fa France. 

The single combines the 


highly demanding queen of 
the night’s first aria from 
Mozart’s opera the Magic 
Flute, with the Roiling Sto- 
nes’s Satisfaction, in a com- 
plex, swirling composition. 

The two women have been 
the darlings of the Norwegian 
media and recently won a 
sponsorship deal worth more 
than $600,000 from Norwe- 
gian industrial firm Norsk 
Hydro. 

Bjoemov and Adrian, who 
grew up fa the same parr of 
Oslo and have been playing 
together once they were aged 
12, aim eventually to take 
Which Witch, to a theatre fa 
London’s West End, perhaps 
fa 1991. 

The plot is based on a tele 


in the Malleus MaleGcajum, a 
handbook for the prosecution 
of witches written by two Ger- 
man inquishors in 1487. 

Against a backdrop of su- 
perstition and religion, a Ger- 
man bishop, Daniel Conrad 
von Fuchs, strikes up an 
Whit love affair in Rome, 
with an Italian, Maria Vrfforia 
d? Benevento , played by 
Adrian. 

Bat a series of coincidences 


off the church when the cou- 
ple arrive fa the bishop’s 
home town, an extended ill- 
ness for the bishop — fuel 
speculation that Maria Victor- 
ia is a witch. 

She is eventually tried and 
condemned to huts. 


By Margaret Henry 

The Associated Press 

BUENOS AIRES, Argentina 
— When batierfaa Cynthia 
fUnegory' J t£lks -about Swan 
Lake, her signature role, the 
•white and black swans sound 
more tike old Mentis than 
characters from a fairy tale. 

Odette , the white swan, is 
her favourite . While other 
ballerinas dance the role with 
melancholy and pathos, Greg- 
ory depicts strength with vul- 
nerability, triumph instead of 
gloom. 

fa dancing the role, “I think 
Tm more of a woman falling 
in love,” said the American 
Ballet Theatre prima baller- 
ina, who is one of the finest 
classical dancers on the U.S. 
stage. 

“She’s ...saying to her as- 
ters, the other maidens, 

‘ maybe we’ll be save because I 
fell fa love. ’ And so it’s almost 
a joyous solo rather tha n a 
traffic one, ” Gregory said, re- 
ferring to the solo after the act 
H Pas de Deux. 

The Swan is actually two 
roles: Odette, a maiden 
turned into a swan by a magi- 
cian’s spell; and Odile, an evil 
twin who tries to destroy the 
love of Odette and the prince. 

The role makes even sea- 
soned ballerinas nervous , but 
not Gregory, who has been 
dancing it since 1967. 

“ I feel I was bom to dance 
that role," she said fa an 
interview before a recent per- 
formance at the Teatro Col- 
on. “ I love being the swan, 
and I love being two characters 
in the same ballet ... and the 
music is glorious. It moves me 
no matter what." 

Gregory, 44 and nearing 
the end of a career that has 
lasted almost three decades, 
reflected on the role with 
which she is most identified. 

“Even though some baller- 
inas say it’s the most difficult 
role, for me it isn't; ” she said. 

“ Technically it’s my kind of 
steps. ...It’s not a lot of jump- 
ing, which 1 don’t tike to do. ” 

Gregory would rather turn 
and balance, a preference 
well-suited to the 32 consecu- 
tive spins of the black swan 
Pas de Deux. Gregory is re- 
nowned for the exquisite 
phrasing of her turns. 

Gregory, whose partners 
have included Rudolf 
Nureyev, Fernando Bujones 
and Ivan Nagy , hopes to make 
a video of her swan Lake 
before she retires in the next 
two or three years. 

“It takes a fat mote will- 
power and a fat more getting 


past the pain now, " she said. 
“If I take a day off, I really 
feel it." 

She added, “I also want to 
dance my best, leave it at that 
point and have people say, 
*why did she stop? She was so 
wonderful rather than go, 
*it’s time this woman stopped 
dancing'.” 

Gass and rehearsals bliss- 
fully will become things of the 
past, she said, but unfortu- 
nately so too will those cher- 
ished moments, “when I am 
completely in my element and 
God is moving me around on 
a string. \ 

“Sometimes that happens, 
when I come out of myself 
and things happen on the 
stage that seem impossible to 
me, and yet they’re happening 
to me. I guess it’s from a fat of 
hard work, but I think I was 
just meant to dance , and God 
is holding me up.” \ 

There is one role she will fie 
happy to bid farewell to -f- 
Myrtha, the queen of tlje 
vengeful wraiths fa the second 
act of Giselle . : 

“It was all jumping . add 
once you’re finished with yohr 
part, then you just stand thehz 
for the rest of the time arid 
order people around,” sue 
said. 1 

“And musically it nevdr 
seemed to work for me,?’ 
Gregory said. “She’s sup- 
posed to be this cold, cold 
woman, fall of bate , and her 
music is this tinkly music that 
has nothing to do with hate.V 
Gregory speaks often of 
music. A Californian cef 
Greek and French Canadian 
descent, she is from a musical 
family. Her grandfather 
arranged the national anthem 
of Canada. I 

“ I think a lot of dancers 
don’t use the music the way 
they could,” she noted. “ They 
don’t pay that much attent io|i 
to it except for the beat arsf 
the rhythm. But I thfajj 
there’s the essence of what th% 
music is trying to tell you, anti 
that’s what they should be oj| 
stage — the essence of th$ 
music. ” i 

Gregory is putting thos* 
and other thoughts in an auU 
biography she hopes 
finished by the time she 
tires. 

Retirement will give 
more time to spend with 
husband. New York bant 
Hilary A filler, and 216-yea 
old son Lloyd Gregory MUk 
Her last pirouette may n 
mean the end of her lo\ 
affair with the audience. 71 
articulate ballerina wants ; 
go to Hollywood. 
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By Lema Uerena 
ff oi /ft ir * 
PANAMA CITY — Birifcf- 
iugs are falling down , staff 
often /rave to cany patients on 
stretchers up fiz^ghts of stairs 
because elevators arc broken 
and operating theatres are 
closed for lack of medical 
supplies. 

Officials say Panama's 
state-run health system is on 
the verge of collapse after 
three years of political crisis 
leading up to last December's 
U.S. invasion that ousted 
General Manuel Noriega. 

In the rural city of Santiago, 
250 kilometres west of Pana- 
ma City, the roof of a hospit- 
al's emergency and maternity 


room collapsed during torren- 
tial rains in April, according 
to Health Minister Jose Trini- 
dad CastUlero , . No-one was 
hurt but 40 patients had to be 
moved. 

Another hospital on one of 
the remote San Bias Islands 
off Panama's Atlantic coast is 
sinking as well as collapsing, 
he said. 

“The view at the national 
level is really critical , n CastU- 
lero said in an interview with' 
Reuters. “To repair all hospit- 
als and health centres we 
would need about $10 mil- 
lion. ’’ ■ 

President Guillermo En- 
dara has declared the nation 's 
health care system, which in- 


cludes more than 700 health 
centres, in a state of emergen- 
cy, forcing the government to 
move as quickly as posable on 
the issue. 

A lack of medkal supplies, 
including PenkUHn and paink- 
illers, has sometimes forced 
operating rooms in remote 
areas to dose or allow only 
emergency surgery. 

“Each day, more people 
are going to die who don't 
have to and the blame isn't 
ours because there aren't sup- 
plies,” Dr. Ruben Echavar- 
ria , president of an Associa- 
tion of Panamanian Doctors 
said in a recent newspaper 
interview. 

The new government , 


whkh is deeply in debt mid 
faces numerous other social 
problems, has increased the 
health budget by 26 per cent 
over last year to $101.5 mil- 
lion. 

A large part of that is to go 
toward medical supplies and 
■salaries, but doctors say it is 
not enough. 

Use director of the Chil- 
dren's Hospital in Panama 
Gty, Esteban Lopez said his 
institution alone needs more 
than $1 milli on to correct its 
most serious problems. 

Panama has received some 
foreign donations to help re- 
solve the crisis, including $1 
million announced by Spain in 
June for mecfcal equipment 


and scholarships for medical 
school. 

CastUlero Mamed the prob- 
lems on years of corruption 
and n eglect under Noriega, 
deposed in the Dec. 20 inva- 
sion that brought the new 
U.S.-backed government to 
power. 

u They robbed the money 
horn the institutions ; they 

closed their eyes to the needs 
of the hospitals, ” he said. 

Noriega, before he was 
ousted, blamed the deteriora- 
tion of the health system on 
the economic sanctions im- 
posed by the United States in 
1988 to help force him from 
power. 
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came for childlessness 


l By Karl Stanldewitz 

{ Frankfurter Neue Presse 


\AN ESTIMATED 1.3 million 
•couples in West Germany are 
j involuntarily childless, and at 
• least 400,000 of them are ill as 
fa consequence. 

I Yet at least half of them 
! could be helped by suitable 
’professional advice and treat- 
ment, said Klaus Dietrich of 
}Bonn University Hospital's 
‘Maternity Clinic in Munich, 
i Professor Dietrich is the 
Spokesman for a newly-found- 
5 ed initiative on wanted chil- 
dren and reproductive medi- 
cine that held its inaugural 
press conference in the Bava- 
rian capital. 

* Environmental influences 
ja re an increasingly frequent 
cause of damage to reproduc- 


tive functions, journalists 
were told. 

Freimut Leidenberger of 
the Department of Hormone 
and Reproductive Research at 
Hamburg University Hospital 
listed 21 categories of chemic- 
als women used at home or 
work that had been proved to 
affect their menstrual cycle. 

Two of them induced abor- 
tions, while other en- 
vironmental toxins could 
affect the libido, cause direct 
damage to the ovaries, stop 
the fertilised ovum from set- 
tling in the ovary wall, trigger 
physical defects and give rise 
to malignant tumours in new- 
born babies. 

Few if any smokers realise 
that the over 1,000 chemical 
compounds indentified in 
cigarette smoke include re- 
productive toxins that affect 


tiie pituitary gland and upset 
ovary functions. 

Women smokers won aver- 
age reach the menopause three 
years sooner than non-smok- 
ers. Smoking at, child-bearing 
age boosts adrenalin output, 
which can upset the Fallopian 
tubes and womb and misdirect 
the embryo. 

A Munich working party 
has discovered that a vegeta- 
rian slimming diet can often 
upset the menstrua] cycle. 
Menstruation can also be trig- 
gered by the senseof smell: the 
smell of pheromones, for inst- 
ance. 

Chronic alcoholics tend to 
be impotent. Female heroin 
addicts frequently have abor- 
tions and children who suffer 
from dietary deficiencies. But 
coffee is harmful only at a 
high intake. Professor 


Lctdcnbcrgcr said. 

Heribert Kentenkh of Ber- 
lin University Hospital’s 
Chariottenbnrg Maternity Cli- 
nic said childlessness could 
make people 31. They felt 
insulted, helpless, afraid, iso- 
lated and maybe even hooked 
on the idea of a child of then- 
own. 

Hysteria and depression 
occasionally occurred. Addi- 
tional sexual upsets affected 
15 per cent of childless cou- 
ples. “Spontaneity goes by the 
board ; sex is no longer felt to 
be as enjoyable.” 

Yet in at least 20 to 25 per 
cent of cases, pregnancy occurs 
without treatment when the 
couple feel relaxed or are on 
holiday. 

The new group set up to 
deal with these and other 




aspects of cbSdkssncss and 
reproductive medicine in- 
cludes medical specialists in 
various disciplines, a lawyer, a 
moral theologian and repre- 
sentatives of self-help orga- 
nisations. 

Their aim is to help to 
create a greater public aware- 
ness of the social dimension of 
unwanted childlessness, to 
promote understanding for 
couples affected and to de- 
velop greater problem con- 
sciousness among doctors and 
the wider public where repro- 
ductive medicine is con- 
cerned. 

Starting next month, Ger- 
man health insurance schemes 
are to resume payment for 
medical and psychological 
treatment of childless pa- 
tients, she said. 



By Paul Raeburn 

The Associated Press 

BAR HARBOUR, Maine, ~ 
The discovery of a genetic 
] defect that may cause most 
jeases of Alzheimer's Disease 
: could someday lead to a treat- 
ment, researchers say. 

; “We’re anxiously following 
this, and if it's true it would be 
quite significant said 
Creighton Phelps . vice presi- 
dent of medical and scientific 
affairs at the National 
Alzheimer’s Association in 
'Chicago. 

On Tuesday, Dr. Allen 
Roses of the Duke University 
Medical School in North 
Carolina said he found a gene- 
Stic abnormality that may 
•cause the most common form 
\ of Alzheimer's Disease, which 
w afflicts about 4 million Amer- 


The finding surprised most 
researchers studying the dis- 
ease's genetics. They have 
been bushy investigating a 
different abnormality. 

“We’re betting the output 
of our laboratory ” that the 
new abnormality is the cause 
of all but a rare form of 
Alzheimer's, Roses said. 

In a presentation at the 
Jackson Laboratory in Bar 
Harbour , Roses said that 
based on his study of 32 fami- 
lies in which Alzheimer's is 
prevalent, the disease appears 
to be linked to an abnormality 
on Chromosome 19, one of 
the 23 pairs of human 
chromosomes. 

Previous studies found a 
defeat on Chromosome 21 
linked to an eariy-onset form 
of Alzheimer’s in whkh mem- 
ory loss and other symptoms 
begin to appear around age 


40. That form of the disease 
has been found in only 10 or 

20 families in the world, 
Roses said. 

It could turn out that the 
eariy-onset form of Alzheim- 
er's is a different disease. 
Roses used bis genetic sam- 
ples to search for a defect on 
Chromosome 21 in late-onset 
Alzheimer's disease and 
couldn’t End it 

The idea that Chromosome 

21 is linked to the disease was 
so powerful that Roses said be 
has had difficulty persuading 
others that Chromosome 21 
may not be the culprit in most 
cases. He said he has been 
frustrated in efforts to publish 
his Ending in a scientific jour- 
nal. 

Other researchers are now 
rapidly trying to determine 
whether their genetic samples 
from Alzheimer's victims also 


reveal an abnormaEty on 
Chromosome 19, said Dr. Pe- 
ter Sl George-Hyslop of Mas- 
sachusetts General Hospital 
in Boston. He is one of the 
discoverers of the defect on 
Chromosome 21. 

“ The follow-up studies 
need to be done,” Sr. George- 
Hyslop said. 'This. area of 
genetics of late-onset neuro- 
logical disease is extremely 
difficult to do.” 

Finding the genetic defect is 
a crucial first step toward 
Eguring out precisely what 
goes wrong in Alzheimer's 
disease and perhaps bow to Ex 
it. No cause or cure is known 
for the progressive neurolo- 
gical disorder. 

One of the problems with 
doing research on Alzheim- 
er's is that the disease normal-' 
ty appears in people in their 


60s, 70s or 80s. Many people 
who cany a genetic predis- 
position for the disease die of 
something else before they 
develop it. Roses said.’ 

Researchers differ in their 
view of the disease. Roses 
believes that virtually all peo- 
ple would develop Alzheim- 
er's if they lived long enough. 
Some people merely have an 
abnormality that makes the 
disease show up in their 60s. 
Others might not get it unless 
they lived to be 120, he said. 

In fact, the condition nor- 
mally thought of as senility in 
very old people is indisting- 
uishable from Alzheimer's, 
Roses said. 

The genetic research could 
ultimately lead to a way to de- 
lay the appearance of the dis- 
ease, if not cure it outright, 
Roses said. 
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By DkUr Schwab 

NOmberger Nachrichten 

LOOKING for specific genes 
in man's genetic make-up 
used to be about as difficult as 
looking for a needle in a 
haystack. But a new techni- 
que devised by Erlangen Uni- 
versity geneticists has simpli- 
fied the process. 

"We have succeeded 
writes Professor Uwe Q ans - 
sen of Erlangen University 
department of human gene- 
tics, “in reducing the haystack 
to the size of a few handfuls of 
bay.” 

Work at research laborator- 
ies should now be earner, 
especially as the new techni- 
que ensures an adequate 
apply of the scarce material 
they weak with. 

Genes are all tobe found in 
the DNA, or desoxyribonuc- 
leic arid, of each living ceB. It 
is a molecular thread about 
two metres long and two mil- 
lionths of a millimetre thick. 

Genetic information about, 
say, eye colour, size of nose, 
shape of ear or, for that mat- 
ter, susceptibility to Ulness is 
“concealed” in long. DNA 
sections where no relevant in- 
formation is stored, as for as 
scientists now know. 

That is what makes re- 
search so dff!EcuIt,_as Proffes- 
sor Claussen tries to explain 
with resort to another figure 
of speech. “Genes,” he say- 
s f “arc as few and far between 
in DNA as islands in thesea.” 

Yet it would be uselnl to 
know where which genes are 
located, what they took Eke in 
then n ormal state and w hen 
they are damaged or defective 
and what complaints may be 
caused by damage. 

Hus knowledge could, in 
some cases, save children’s 
Eves and make other, smpezf- 
luons and extremely un- 
pleasant medical checks un- 
necessary. 

There are congenita/ eye 
tumours for which both the 
gene and the DNA defect are 




known. Chil dren hi whom 
these tumours may be heredit- 
ary am be spared years of 
possibly un necessary regular 
thetksltyasimptetesLfftiicy 
are found to have small 
turnouts at the back . of their 
eyes they can be ' treated, by 
brier and cured before the 
tumours have done any se- 
rious damage . 

Ibe new technique can be a 
godsend for couples who bavc 
a child with a congenital dis- 
ease such as muscular dystro- 
phy, haemophilia or nmeovis- 
cidosis and would . like - to 
know whether the child has 
inherited the complaintfrom 
one of them. 

It may just have been bad 
luck, as opposed to heredit- 
ary, in which case they may 
feel encouraged to have 
another child. 

In the case of eye tumours 
the technique is fairly easy to 
use; in most others it isn't In 
many cases we know roughly 
where the d ef ec tiv e genes that 
cause congenital diseases are 
located, but we know nothing 
about .either them or their 
damaged state. 

A few figures should illus- 
trate the immensity of the 
pt oMem.' There are about six 
billion so-called base pahs in 
the human DNA structure. 

In chromosomes they are 
subdivided into so-called 
bands cttcheonimhingrpughty 
ten million base pairs. It often 
takes years to identify the 
individual gene' consisting “of 
between several hundred and 
a thousand base pairs. - 

But it is ffluefi indie easily 
done when scientists can get 
to work on the right band in 
the laboratory, so Professor 
Clanssen and Gabriele Senger 
concentrated onamicrodis- 
section and microcloning 
technique that has been avail- 
able for several years. . 

It has been known to exist, 
buthttie use has been made of 
it became of the difEcohiesit 
entailed. The ' Erlangen 
geneticists have developed 


and improved it to a 
tial extent. ; i ; 

The band that amtms. tig 
gene which iswhlamefbrm- 
: complaint &cuf duf red : the 

cbrtmmamm^ayglm ned- 
dle under a micfoscqpe.Jbat- 
' magnifies \ the moms: -J2&-: 

■ ? X* ^ • 

The DNA hr speaGodfy re- 
duced in spas -byjncank X, of 

■ at Bed vectors designed Jo _ 
aikiw the tea 

progressively double iij 
• ' quantity-^ ■■ ’ : 

: Once ir Aas beendoubled 
and redouMtda^ sufficient 
. number 6L tfot^^^eTDl£i 
sections thatareofintexest 


; tcrialogically until there art 
about 20jj0E 'ea^ pia 

but it ^ea^rsaidtimndqi^ 
which iswhy 

it . other , universities send 


duplication rather’ thatt-doji it 
themselves. 

The Eriahgrit;fesriucb sa^ 


-gar have any ptpbtcms with 
the technique. They, after aff,- 
developed and perfected, it. . 

It has been cried, for inst- 
ance.to identify the gene thut 
is to blame for the Langer- 
Giedfon Syndromey. arri ex- 
-trem^.me ber&Et^ dfa 
ease lhat mott^pbysical am] 
menial ^jncfanf^^ 

(tefeeft. . " ■ ..y 

The Erlangen teamarenow 
homing in pn the gCnetic def 
. feet that jshzsponsaJblc for the 
: Wilms tumour^ a malignant 
kidney mmptemt that mainly 
occurs daring the first Eve 
years, of chffdhood. 

'*■ Another project isto ideal 
tify the caase of a tumour on 
the eighth auditroy nerves 
‘Work ofthiskindhas grown 
less difficult, . Proffessof 
f^nwseu sa^ r ; ;^ £ . • i-o : 

- . “We can now come by the 
pNA material t we need to. 

id A -yi _ -D 


complaint botk faster and 
more speriEadfy . ^ 
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By Hadrun Graupner * 

SQddeutsche Zeitung 

THE FINAL report of the Bundestag (I Vest 
German parliament), commission of inquiry 
into AIDS, published at the beginning of 
June, came out against compulsory registra- 
tion and compuisory measures and mass tests 
of any kind l 



By Rolf H. Shuen 

General-Anzeiger 


'ACTS and figures are of 
al importance for the suc- 
of organ transplants, 
Sjwhich is why an European 
j information network has been 
"mooted. 

A wide range of factors 
finff uences whether trans- 
planted organs are accepted 
tby the host. Information ■ is 
S badly needed on these factors 
jj^nd on the availability of 
Jjbrgans suitable for trans- 
plantation. 

B Professor Gerhard Opelz of 
^Heidelberg University made 
Stilus point at a Heidelberg 
[seminar on dialysis and kid - 
u Bey transplants. 
f Trials indicated, he said; 
5 that kidney transplant success 
Crates could be improved by 
*bver 10 per cent by optimist- 
ing allocation. 

■ “There is, in particular, an 
urgent need to extend organ 
exchange facilities for certain 
risk groups throughout 
Europe, contrary to the pre- 
sent practice. 

' ‘ That is the only way in 
which compatibility can be 
'pnsured for as many patients 
as possible .” 

' At die transplantation im- 
munology unit of Heidelberg 
‘University department of im- 
jnunology. Professor Opelz 
has been associated Since 1982 


with an international data 
survey. 

The aim of the survey is to 
compile and collate as many 
facts and Egures as possible, 
bearing in min d that all man- 
ner of details are of immense 
importance for organ alloca- 
tion. 

At present 262 kidney 
transplant centres and 85 
heart transplant centres in 38 
countries are associated with 
the survey. 

The data of nearly 70,000 
kidney transplants . and over 
5,000 heart transplant opera- 
tions have been tiled so far. 

According to statistics kept 
by the board of trustees for 
dialysis and kidney trans- 
plants 12,495 kidney trans- 
plant operations were carried 
out in the Federal Republic of 
Germany between 1970 and 
1988, including 1,778 last 
year. 

The board, set up in 1969, 
has established over 100 dialy- 
sis centres and provides staff, 
organisational and fmannial 
back-up for 27 transplant cen- 
tres. 

About 5,000 German kid- 
ney patients now Eve with a 
successful kidney transplant. 
A further 6,000 of the 20, 000- 
plus dialysis patients in the 
Federal Republic are on the 
transplant waiting list. On 
average they wait three years 
before a suitable kidney is 


available. In the medium term 
at least 2,400 transplants a 
year are planned. 

Professor Rudolf Pichhnayr 
of Hanover medical school 
said kidney transplants were 
an established technique, 
while heart transplants bad a 
“high success rate.” 

About 250 heart transplants 
a year are carried out in the 
Federal RepubUc, plus 140 
liver transplants last year — 
with a “growing degree of 
success.” 

Transplantation of both 
heart and lung and of the 
pancreas is still at the de- 
velopment stage. 

An estimated 400 bone 
marrow transplant operations 
a year are carried out in the 
Federal Republic. Trans- 
plants of parts of the eye and 
die ear are also undertaken. 

Donor organs are stiff in 
short supply, the experts 
agreed. Professor Pichhnayr 
felt demand would exceed 
supply even 3 as many people as 
possible were prepared to 
donate organs and medical 
cooperation in this sector was 
first-rate. 

The problems are complex. 
They concern not only indi- 
viduals w. bo might like to don- 
ate organs after their death 
but also their next of kin 
should they suddenly die and 
their organs be suitable for 
use in transplant surgery. 


To donate or not to donate . 
T he decision can be extremely 
difficult, with much heartsear- 
ching and heartache, if the 
potential donor has not made 
his views absolutely dear be- 
forehand. 

Many people are worried 
that once they have commit- 
ted themselves as organ 
donors, doctors might be 
tempted to sign a death cer- 
tificate prematurely, as it 
were. 

Professor Pichhnayr said 
everything must be done to 
save a potential organ donor's 
Efe. Once all efforts have 
Edd, the donor most be certi- 
fied dead before an organ is 
removed. 

“No matter how urgently a 
recipient needs a transplant,” 
he told the Heidelberg semi- 
nar, “there most be no excep- 
tion to these two golden 
rules.” 

Yet most people are aware 
of the unnerving concept of 
brain death. These are cases 
in which the patient’s entire 
brain is damaged beyond re- 
pair but his body is stiff time-' 
tioning. 

Professor Klaus Roosen of * 
Giessen University said Main 
death meant the death of the 
individual in medical, legal 
and theological terms. 

Modem intensive care and 
mechanical respiration were 
alone able to postpone 'the 


death of other organs by be- 
tween a few hours and a few 
days. 

According to the 1986 re- 
vised guidelines of the Federal 
Medical Chamber on brain 
death diagnosis, the diagnosis 
most comprise three stages. 

All brain functions must be 
shown to have ceased. 

This must be certified 
separately by two doctors, 
one of whom must have long 
experience of intensive care of 
patients with serious brain 
damage. 

If an organ transplant is 
envisaged, both certifying 
doctors must have nothing 
whatever to do with the trans- 
plant surgeons and their 
associates. 

Professor Roosen outlined 
case histories to show how 
important it was to be ‘Trank, 
earnest and truthful" in caring 
for the next of Jon. 

Next of kin who felt conE- 
dent in the doctors in charge 
of the case were likelier to 
agree to an organ donation. In 
between 80 and 90 per cent of 
the cases he treated they did 
so, he said. 

That ought not to be the 
end of the matter. It would 
help the nearest and dearest 
to get over the shock if they 
were to be told in person by 
the doctor in charge of the 
case that the organ transplant 
had been a success. 


It called for less official 
interference and a greater 
emphasis on voluntary mea- 
sures and the responsibility of 
the individual. 

Three weeks later the Bava- 
rian foterior Ministry released 
details of its “contrast prog- 
ramme,” a series of anony- 
mous mass tests of hospital, 
patients starting, on an ex- 
perimental basis, at university 
hospitals and scheduled to 
cost DMlm. 

Gunther Beckstein, state 
secretary at the Interior 
Ministry, hopes the Bavarian 
pilot project will be taken zip 
all over the country. 
Epidemiologists have long felt 
the need for a detailed, 
anonymous AIDS survey. 

There are good reasons why 
anonymous mass tests of this 
kind have not yet been carried 
out The patient’s right to 
privacy rules out diagnostic? 
for inquiry purposes, as', 
lawyers term it 

The better the methods of 
treatment that are available ,' 
the graver the ethical nrisgiv-' 
ings that may arise. Mass tests' 
might diagnose AIDS yet faff 
to treat the patient. 

Last but not least, what use* 
is the statistical material that ’ 
tests of this kind will yield?- 
'Tests of hospital patientscan- 
oot provide reliable statistics. 

Hospitalised patients and 
accident victims are not a 
cross-section of the popula- 
tion, not even if the over-60s, 
<who account for one patient in 


three, are not to be included 
in the survey. 

Statistics compiled on the 
basis of strict anonymity will 
inevitably tail to yield in- 
formation about, bow infec- 
tion spreads and any new risk 
groups that may have arisen. 

Statistics to which the 
Federal Health OBkx already 
has access, such as figures 
supplied by medical labor- 
atories and blood donor cen- 
tres , convey an extremely 
dear and vivid picture of the 
way in which AIDS has 


The disease is not spreading 
at the rate feared in, say, 
1986. Since 1982 there have 
been 4,863 known AIDS cases 
the Federal Republic of Ger- 
many; 358 have, been women, 
2,102 have died. . 

Since laboratories have 
been required to report all 
cases of HIV infection 37,816 
cases have been reported. Be- 
tween 50,000 and 100,000 
people in the Federal Repub- 
lic are estimated to be HIV- 
positive. 

What these statistics mainly 
prove is that health education 
and information have been 
effective. The number of new 


tien ts hail from non-risk 
poops, so apocalyptic ftu& 
casts of the entire population 
being infected have yet to . 
crane true. 

Jonathan Mann, director of 
the World Health Oigamsa-. 

. turn's AIDS programme, say? 
the disease ca nnot .be kept in 
check until * vaccine has been 
developed. ... 

He recently . wrote that 
there was no reason for calling . 
off the alarm. By . ; the yea^ 
2000 an estimated- six mfnin'n 
AIDS cases were expected td 
be on record w orldwide*— 

Information is the only 
counter-measure available. 
Mann repeats that , the* 
greatest risk is dccEaing cote 
cem about it j New stnitegies 
include both the quest for a 
vaccine and the quest for new 
information campaign tactics^ 

Information must - be on 
more specific basis ami aimed 
at individual risk . groups. T£ 
health policymakers .are. as . 
war Tied about AIDS as they 
say they are they nfost maim , . 
provision for those who are M - 
and continue to! be’ at tins 7 
receiving end. of discrirnmhi 
tion and for groups who are ? 
outride the. mrihstnmm ' of 
■ society. ■ ‘ • \ ~ 7-:- . - u . 

Bow many cases of AIDS: 
infection couidhavebec n 
vented if heroin addicts had - 


ytvviuea won c 
needles years ago? 

Metbadon, prestzi 


the number of cases in which 
AIDS itself has been re- 
ported. 

2b 1983 the number of new 
infections reported Was doubl- 
ing every eigfo months. It now 
doubles every 18 months. 
Only three per cent of pa- 


■«Minun; hi uckw» 

be approved by, the 
.flifltoitiee bid 

penden t bn th^n 
escape tiie.yfoktas. 
prostitutiohto -,'-e 
money for tiuxfha 


individual. 








Atter this next one we’re going to stop’ so who tops world’s wealth league? 


By Chris Aagefe 

The Asadcmed Press 

gHmAliiUACAN, Modes — 
wtea offidub ^preaaged a pUa 


inducing anonal population 
growth to l per cent by foe year 
'2900 t n . annoyed -president 
wfeisd them, bade to tMr nom*. 
Ijett 

ivEustmcvaad Gloria Aquino 
J^nne eight children am) are one 
teaacaj the goal probably won’t be 
met . - ; 

"There didn't used to be plan- 
ing," Slid Atpabo, 45, and bis 
■wife s dde dr “now fh» there it, 
«s don’t practice it." 

L : Aquino, htl dark. eyd bridc- 
Sng, leaned against a meat case at 
their braeber foop-frui£ 

.Gloria, 37, efipped a sheet of pork 
ripd into a vat of wn pk mg tat 
outside the stone. 

An extensive network of family 
planning programmes that shrank 
wiw i d population growth from 
3-5 per cent in the early 1970s to 
'2,1 per amt recent ly b, certainly 
available to the Aquinoe. 
-Fausto and Gloria aren't in a 
mountain village, hours from a 
frpalth centre. Below the rutted, 
tfefo-fittered road that run* up 
Stove KBl, past the butcher shop, 
metropolitan. Mexico City 


. spreads oat 9 miles across 
hUabcd flatlaod to the d owntown 
skymcBpcss, ft shadowy island in 
the smog. 

Next to their shop is a family 


l » | u u i . [hhihto Hinny yep 

fa*, occupying two rooms rented 
to it by Aqumo. He jokes with 
the doctor, Hi po i i to Ascencio 
Mateo. 

A weU-publicjsed family plan- 
ning programme quickly reaches 
half the women is the area, those 
who want to Emit their families 
and.are waiting for the means to 
do it, said Evdd Hosean, d irector 
of programme support for the 
International Planned Parent- 
hood Federation. 

“That figure stabilises unless 
we do tome thing differently,” he 
said by telephone from New 
York. “We’re not sore what it is 
that we mast do cfiflerentJy." 

About 55 per cent of Mexican 
women of reproductive age use 
contraceptives, according to the 
health department. The number 
varies widely by education level 
and between rural areas and the 
rider. 

Young families with only two 
•children, once an oddity, are be- 
coming common in laige cities. 

Abortion is illegal, but com- 
mon, Although Mexico is over- 
whelmingly Roman Catholic, foe 


church does not actively oppose 
family planning. 

the one per cent annual 
growth goal was in 1977, four 
years after the constitution was 


cnangca aura advocating ranns 
to promoting family planning, 
and foe sale of contraceptives was 
legalised. 

To reduce population growth 
to that level, 82 per cent of fertile 
women win have to esc con- 
traceptives, a larger proportion 
than in the United States or 
China, government demog- 
raphers say. The number of chil- 
dren a woman bean must dedine 
from this year’s average of 3.4 to 
1.67 in 1999. 

President Carlos Safinas De 
Gotten links reducing population 
growth to development. 

“The social needs and econo- 
mic demands, especially for job 
creation, are too many for us to 
abandon this original goal of 1 per 
cent demographic growth by the 
year 2000,” be said in February. 
“Even reaching it, (he challenges 
wiD be formidable. Imagine if we 
don’t achieve it.” 

He spoke after officials admit- 
ted missing earlier marks and 
proposed a goal of 1.5 per cent a 
year. Thar would pin the popula- 
tion at 105 million in 2000, about 
4 mfllion more than at Salinas’ 


pace. 

In a rare public reprimand, 
Safinas ringed om foe force largest 
public health services. 

“Your effort has diminished 


j as a consequence, we 
to redouble it. especially in rural 
areas,” be said. 

The director of tire National 
Population Programme was re- 
placed. 

Mexico is emeiging from deep 
depression and has difficulty pro- 
viding education, public services 
and utility installations. With half 
the population under age 19, 
more than 800,000 people enter 
the job market each year. 

In may, the United Nations 
said in its annual population re- 
port that world fertility rates were 
declining more slowly than ex- 
pected. The 1990s will determine 
whether the world population of 
5.3 billion doubles or triples be- 
fore levelling off, said Or. Nafis 
Sadik, director of the U.N. 
Population Fund. 

Uncertain figures make it even 
harder to chart Mexico’s growth. 

Preliminary numbers from foe 
1990 census indicate the popula- 
tion is less than 82 million, 4 
million below some estimates, 
said a public health service offi- 
cial, who spoke on condition of 
anonymity. 


Jesus Kainate, the health 
secretary, said these steps most 
be taken: Improve education and 
job opportunities for women, 
train more local health workers to 


uacn tmrauicnDC devices, in- 
crease sex education in schools 
and subsidise an injectable con- 
traceptive developed in Mexico. 

Fausto Aquino, whose 
youngest children were playing at 
his feet, said he approved of 
Safinas’ objective “because that 
way everyone wifi be able to eat 
the same.” 

“It’s easier for the young peo- 
ple,’’ be added. “They’re going 
to see the situation, that there 
isn’t so much and that yon 
suffer." 

He thinks having his children 
work is good. His oldest, a 19- 
year-old son, helps him in the 
shop and the 14-year-old also 
plans to be a butcher. His 16- 
year-old daughter sells produce in 
a market. 

The youngest Aquino is a year 
old. 

Posters intide the open dinic 
door, and Dr. Asceario’s argu- 
ments foil to luxe him in for a 
vasectomy. He says he’s afraid 
and his wife said her body would 
not tolerate contraceptives. 

“After this next one we’re 
going to stop,” Aquino said. 


SO On whom should the dubious 
acooladc of be ing foe world's 
richest person be b es towe d ? Is it 
foe Japanese businessman, 
Yofouki Tsurwnrri, or foe su'lan 
of Brunei? 

Americans, who are reputedly 
modi exercised by the snbjeetjh- 
ave been left in some doubt by 
co nfli c ting repore in two rival 
business magarincs. 

The latest issue of Frobcs 
awards the title — for the fourth 
successive year — to Tsntsumi 
after estimating his net worth at 
$16 baikm. He is thus a cool $1 
bilfion richer than he was a year 
earlier. 

LastSeptonber, however. For- 
tune magazine said that the man 
who has built up a railway and 
real estate e mp ir e was worth a 
mere S3.1 bfltion. With $25 ra- 
tion at bis disposal, foe richest 
person in the world, it added, was 
foe ruler of Brand, a South-East 
Asian mini-state but a major ofl 
and gas producer. 


But Forbes point out with some 
disdain that its survey excludes 
royal fmnlies and beads of state 
as their wealth “derives more 
from political heritage than eco- 
nomic effort.” 

Some readers would probably 
find it at least equally interesting 
if either of foe publications were 
to identify tire world's poorest 
person in money terms. Although 
unnamed, be or foe is African 
and probably a citizen of Mozam- 
bique. The former Portuguese 
colony, plagued by civil war for 
most of its 15 years of independ- 
ence, is the world’s poorest 
country. 

At $100, it has die lowest gross 
national product per bead of 
population, according to foe 
latest World Bank table. 
Ethiopia, also torn by strife and 
the scene of repeated famines, is 
next to bottom with a figure of 
$ 120 . 

Switzerland, with $27,500, 
leads the table, followed by Japan 


with $21,020, and Norway with 
$19,990. The United States only 
attains fourth place with $19,840, 
although the Forbes survey pro- 
vides some consolation by giving 
it the great number of individual 
billionaires — 62. 

The magazine r4«»mg that 
they are a growing breed. It 
reports that its researches have 
identified 271 bQliohaire hxfi- 
vidnab or families. 45 more than 
last year. 

A notewortb feature, it says, is 
that die fist includes 38 Wert 
German billionaire families. This 
was for higher ratio in population 
terms than either foe equivalent 
figures for Japan and the U.S. — 
44 and 99. 

Forbe’s choice as the world's 
second richest* man is also 
Japanese. Taikichiro Mori, a for- 
mer professor of economics who 
became a property tycoon, b said 
to be worth at least $14.6 ration. 
At the last coent, he owned 78 
office buildings — lion Features. 
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Australians ‘thank God’ their drug 
problems are not as bad as U.S.’s 
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By Paul Alexander 

The Associated Press 


SYDNEY, Australia — The 
Rolls-Royce and Jaguar show- 
rooms on William Street wQl 
open hi a couple of hours. Before 
they do, a city worker sweeps up 
the used syringes and condoms 
from a night's business of another 
kind. 

J This is long’s Gross,- a stretch 
of nightclubs, restaurants and 
strip joints where virtually: any- 
thing is for sale. 

-’’This is the sex and drag centre 
for the whole ccmntxy,” said Dr. 
Sigrid Van Beek, director of the 
Kuketon Road Centre, which 
offers help and medical care. 
ttFrom rojdaigh^to 6 ajou, if 
ypu’re looking for prostitution or 
dtags/ifs easy to score mound 
fibre.”. . . .. ; 

^ Pr o stituti on is either legal of 
largely tolerated in Anrtrati&,-do- 
pending on the state, so Sydney 
police concentrate on controlling 
the abuse of drugs and alcohol. 

' Tbc narcotics problem is grow- 
ing, bat b far short of foe magni- 
tude in foe United States. Crack 
cocaine and foe potent roetham-. ■ 


phetamine “ke" for instance, 
have yet to arrive in significant 
quantities. 

Seizures of cocaine at ports and 
airports rose from 19 kilogram- 
mes in the 1988-89 fiscal year to 
70 kilogr amm es in 1989-90, offi- 
cials said. 

Marijuana comes from South- 
east Aria and other prime grow- 
ing areas, and from domestic 
forming operations tint sometimes 
indnde huge, irrigated tracts with 
security systems. 

Heroin is smuggled from 
abroad in increasing quantities. 
The. jaw materials for ampheta- 
mines are snuggled in, but the 
drags are made here. 

Customs and foe Australian 
federal police said in a joinr 
statement, that. most, ampheta- 
mines “are produced through 
backyard mannfectnre in dandes- 
ime' laboratories.” 

." A survey in "1988, winch pro- 
vides the latest figures available, 
indicated there were 30,000 to 
50,000 drug addicts and 60,000 
occasional users among the 12 
nriition Australians aged 14 and 
older. It said 1.2 million to 1.4 
. ntiUnm acknowledged nsing mari- 
juana in the previous year and 


Suppressed by Communism, 
yietnam’s traditional dress 
finds its way to the streets 

By Peter Eng Women’s weekly. 

The Associated Hess - A Mbs Ao Dai contest 


HO CHI MINH CTIY.^VIetirain 
-^Vietnamese women once again 
are wearing the Ao Dai, the 
sensual, elegant traditional dress 
that rigid communists suppressed 
for yearn in favour of dredrshbtr 
ahd black trousers. . 

¥■’ Students alight from bicycles in 
pure white Ap Dabwhose fabric 
dings to the body and Sows over 
foe legs. 

The Ao Dai, which literally 
means “long dress ” bad been 
worn for itt least 13 ceimmes, but 
virtually disappeared alter the 
ccmnminbts won foe war in April 
1975 and imposed their s pa r tan 
ethos on what bad been. Sooth 
Vietnam.. 

It b slit on both sides from the 
waist down and b worn with loose 
white trousers. It b usually made 
of a. blend of silk and nylon and 
costs about- 110,000 dong ($22), 
an expensive item in a country 
with one of the world’s lowest per 
capital incomes. 

"Colour and fashion began re- 
turning in late 1986, when the 
Authorities allowed a more open 
society and adapted Western- 
style economic reforms. . . 

.. Now the Ao Dai graces high 
school students, hotel reception- 
ists, airport staff, and workers at 
the foreign trade bank,' central 
post office and textile m£Qs ip Ho 
On Mmhtity. 

r It also b said to be regaining 
popularity in other areas of 
southern Vietnam. 

Tran Ptauoc Chan, owner of foe 
city's largest Ao Dai factory, said 
his workers made only 1 0 a da y in . 
foe years immediately' after -the 


.Ife20fnD-tOTe«anptoyeesmw 
Ofake 2Sgan&en& a day and work 
extra hours to keep., up with 
orders during the- Christinas sea-, 
son and Tct, the Vietnamese new 
year; ■ 

■“'Wives of Communist Party 
Politburo m e mb ers have begun 
wearing Ao Dab at receptions, 
said Nguyen The Thanh, editor of 
foe Ho Oii Mlnh 


Women’s weekly. 

A Mbs Ao Dai contest the 
magazine sponsored in March 
1989 was foe greatest impetus for . 
the revival. It was the first beauty 
pageant in the city since 1975 and 
the most popular event in recent 
years. 

“The Ao Dai has immortal 
beauty;. no one can loll it,” Ms. 
Thanh said. "Even without fob 
contest, it would have reap- 
peared.” 

. For five nights, a gymnasium 
that seats 6,000 was jammed with 
people cheering their favourites 
among the 165 contestants, she 
said. Do Tbi Kieo Khanh. a 
20-year-old hairdresser, won in a 
bright yelkrw Ao Dai embroi- 
dered with roses. 

Despite the more liberal 
atmosphere, the mayor and local 
communist party chief refu se d to 
attend foe contest and older offi- 
cials found the pageant offensive, 
Ms. Thanh said. 

Some derided the Ao Dai as 
symbolising luxury and laziness, 
she said, and foe party has re- 
jected the magazine’s application 
for an another Mbs Ao Dai con- 
test tins year. 

The Ao Dai’s return to the 
classroom has bccq received en- 
timsjastically, but some parents 
complain of the cost and stu- 
dents say it b difficult to ride a 
bicycle while wearing the dress, 
said Ho Thien Thong of the 
education department. 

He said the department made it 
the required uniform in 10 senior 
high schools this year in response 
to student requests, and for ail 
senior highs next year. 

“When the girls started wear- 
ing the Ao Dai, the male students 
suddenly became very potite with 
them,” and boys took over such 
messy d assroo m chores as clean- 
ing the blackboards. Thong said. 

Chan, the Ao Dai maker, said 
white fabric embroidered with 
birds and (lowers b the most 
popular. 

Some Ao Dab are seqmned. 
Other variations recently wain 
the qtymchxde leopanbskin pat- 
tens and bare-sh on ldcr styles. 


240,000 said they had used 
amphetamines. 

Police suspect that, in an 
attempt to get around strict in- 
spection of people and goods 
arriving from known drug areas, 
dealers are using other South 
Pacific countries as way stations. 

In February,* U.S. officials 
seized a 3,000-kilogramme ship- 
ment of marijuana from Thailand 
that had been shipped first to 
New Zealand, where it was con- 
cealed in a shipping container of 
carpets and woolens, 

Tasmania, an island state off 
the South Coast, b one of the few 
[daces in the work! where opium 
poppies are grown legally. From 
the poppy resin, pharmaceutical 
companies produce morphine 
and codeine phosphate for ex- 
port. 

Security at the 6,800 hectares 
(17,000 acres) of poppy fields was 
tightened recently after 500 gram- 
mes of resin was found in Vic- 
toria State and traced to Tas- 
mania. 

Sedatives such as robypnoi and 
serepax are popular with young 
people and pharmacists have 
been accused of selling the drop 
at reduced prices to attract cus- 
tomers. Mixing them with heroin 
has become a deadly practice. 

“Of foe 54 heroin deaths ex- 
amined by the institute in the past 
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year, 32 tested positive for benzos 
(sedatives like rohypnol),” said 
Stephen Cordner of the Victoria 
State Institute of Forensic 
Pathology. 

The combination recently kil- 
led four teen-age girls in a group 
of seven who grew up in Redfern, 
an aboriginal neighbourhood in 
Sydney, and were confined 
together in the Reiby detention 
centre for juveniles. 

A fifth. 18-year-old Stephanie 
Jones, was hospitalised with 
broken legs and a broken arm 
after jumping from a police sta- 
tion window. Another was under 
guard at Reiby, classified as “out 
of control,” and her sister, the 
seventh in the group, was to be 
released into a drug-rehabilita- 
tion programme. 

“The deaths have made me 
heaps scared, but I want to get off 
drugs,” Stephanie said from her 
hospital bed. “I don’t want to die 
like that.” 

Stephanie said she used heroin 
because she felt “left out." 

Some officials have begun to 
talk of keeping the drug problem 
under control rather than elimi- 
nating it. 

Australian Democrats^ small 
political party, has recommended 
a government-run distribution ser- 
vice to take drugs away from 
organised crime. 


Mike Elliott, a party repre- 
sentative in South Australia state, 
said last month that tough laws 
had not halted the drug trade and 
experience showed it would con- 
tinue growing. He said drug use 
should be treated as a public 
health problem, not a crime. 

Elliot said a distribution service 
with tight controls would not lead 
to commerriahsatioa of drugs. 

Dr. Van Beck’s Kirketon Road 
Centre was establbhed three 
years ago to fight the spread of 
AIDS among intravenous drug 
users, and gives out 15,000 nee- 
dles a month. Needle-sharing by 
drug users is one of the main ways 
the deadly disease b spread. 

“Luckily, we were very fast in 
setting up foe needle-exchange 
programme,” Dr. Van Beek told 
an interviewer. 

“It’s too late in the United 
States, where 80 per cent" of 
intravenous drug users are in- 
fected .with the AIDS virus, foe 
said, but **it’s only 3 to 5 per cent 
here.” 

Asked about concern that dis- 
tributing needles might encour- 
age drug use, she said: “Thank 
God we haven’t run into that 
attitude here. No study in the 
world shows that you encourage 
drug use by providing dean nee- 
dles. Would you use... drugs just 
because a needle was available.?" 
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Sport 


Soviets continue to lead medal list at Goodwill Games 


SEATTLE (AP) — The host 
Americans, embarrassed in men's 
basketball, baseball and hockey 
in the previous two days, showed 
they haven’t lost the winning 
touch. 

The U.S. women, world cham- 
pions and gold-medal favourites, 
routed the South Koreans 94-70 
in Basketball Tuesday night and 
the U.S. men downed the Soviet 
Union three games to two in 
volleyball. 

But Cuba c a ptu r ed the gold in 
the United States’ national pas- 
time, defeating Japan 6-1. The 
Americans beat Canada 104 for 
the bronze medal. 

The three individual gold med- 
als awarded Tuesday were won 
by world champion Lori Nor- 
wood of the United States in the 
women's modern pentathlon, 
Soviet Anatoli Starostin in the 
men’s pentathlon and 1988 Olym- 
pic diving champion Gao Min of 
China off the 3-metre spring- 
board. 

The Soviets led the medals race 
by 146-129 over the United States 
and hold a 53-52 edge in golds. 
East Germany is a distant third 
with. 40 total medals. 

Basketball 

Co-captain Teresa Edwards 
and Vickie Orr led five U.S. 
players in double figures with 15 
points each. Lyoette Woodard, 
the other co-captain, had 12. 

T railin g 26-24 midway through 
the first half, the Americans went 
on a 20-3 ran over the next four 
minutes to clinch matters. 

“We'll try and run as much as 
we can.'' coach Theresa Grentz 
said. “With a team as talented as 
this, I don’t want to spend a lot of 
rime making six or seven passes." 

The Americans are fresh off 
their second straight world cham- 
pionships, won last month in 


Malaysia. Their experience is the 
reason for such success. 

Volleyball 

A rebuilding U.S. team still 
was good enough for the Soviets. 
The Americans won the 1984 and 
'88 Olympic titles, but they have 
been retooling the roster since 
losing stars Karch Kiraly and 
‘ Steve Timmons. 

After a poor opening game, the 
Americans made several lineup 
changes, bringing on bigger play- 
ers up front to bolster their block- 
ing. The moves worked and the 
United States won 8-15, 15-13, 
17-16, 9-15, 15-6. 

The Soviets weren't overly im- 
pressed by their conquerors. 

“They bad the fighting spirit a 
little more than we did,” said 
Oleg Shatunov, “but it is not the 
same team as before.” 

Baseball 

Cuba got four-hit pitching from 
Jorge Valdes and four homers in 
its easy win over Japan. Antonio 
Pacheco hit two home runs, Vic- 
tor and German Mesa bad one 
each. The Cubans hit three 
straight bomers in the seventh, 
including German Mesa's inside- 
the-park shot. 

The United States won the 
bronze as Jorge Fabregas, Darren 
Bragg and Jim Austin led a 15-hit 
attack against Canada. 

Pentathlon 

Goodwill Games modern pen- 
tathlon winner Anatoli Starostin 
of the Soviet Union finally got a 
good ride on a homegrown family 
horse after having bad hide with 
his hone draw all season. 

A fall from his mount at the 
World Championships in Finland 
last week kept Starostin, then in 
second place, from a gold medal. 


Organisers increase prize 
money for Australian Open 


SELBOURNE (Agencies) — 
Organisers of the 1991 Australian 
Open Tennis Championships said 
Wednesday the tournament's 
prize money would be increased 
by 33 per cent from 3.9 million 
Australian dollars ($2.9 million) 
in 1990 to 5.2 million dollars ($3.9 
million). 

Geoff Pollard, president of 
Organisers Tennis Australia, also 
told reporters a daily allowance 
would be paid to every player far 
the first time. 

But the total prize money is 
still far below that offered by the 
other three Grand Slam tourna- 
ments, the French Open, the 
U.S. Open and Wimbledon, and 
organisers have expressed fears 
that the Australian Open may 
become a second grade Grand 
Slam tournament. 

Pollard said the world’s top 
men and women players, 
Czechoslovakia’s Ivan Lendl and 
Steffi Graf of West Germany, will 
defend their singles title at the 


open, the first Grand Siam event 
of 1991, from Jan. 14 to 27. 

Wimbledon men’s champion 
and world second-ranked Stefan 
Edbcrg of Sweden, French Open 
Champion Andres Gomez of 
Ecuador, the fifth-ranked, and 
1989 U.S. Open champion Wert 
Germany’s Boris Becker, the 
world number three player, wiH 
also definitely take part, PoOard 
said. 

But five of die top 10 women 
players, jndndhig world second- 
ranked American Martina Navra- 
tilova and number diree Yogoda- 
via’s Monica Seles, are missing 
from a provisio na l list of partici- 
pants. Also missing are Amer- 
icans Andre Agassi, men’s world 
number four, Michael Chang, 
ranked 11th, and John McEnroe. 

“McEnroe says be hasn't de- 
cided on his 1991 pro gramm e yet 
and he will consider what his 
plans are after the U.S. Open,” 
said Tour n a m ent General Mana- 
ger Jim Reid by telephone. 


A1 Majal ServiceMaster, in Saudi Arabia, to in need tor the fbUawtng 
Engineers to join their Petromin RBigh Project. 

I) PROJECT MANAGER 

QnaHfkatian 

Bachelor degree in Civil Engineering or Municipal Engineering from a 
recognized university 

Experience 

Minimum of fifteen (15) years in Civil Operations and Maintenance of 
large scale projects in a position of Manager. Must have competence of 
Organization. Planning. Operations and Maintenance Management of 
Complex of Building Facilities. Personnel Management and Administra- 
tive m large organization. Must be capable of coordinating work activities 
in different fields 

: Must have data processing system applications, and computerized 
management information system experience is essential. 

Language 

Fluent spoken and written English, as this language will be the main, 
language in use. 

Nationality 

Jordanian 

SUPERINTENDENT - ROADS/PARK 
QaatiflcatiaD 

Bachelor degree in Civil Engineering oi Architectural or equivalent. 

Experience 

Minimum of ten (10) years experience in Civil Operations and Mainte- 
nance Projects. 5 years o! which should be in a position of a Manager. 
Must have knowledge and experience in Operations and Maintenance of 
Roads and Park, urban utility network system and landscaping opera- 
tions and maintenance systems. 

Language 

Fluent spoken and written English, as this language will be the main 
language in use 

NationaBty 

Jordanian. 

SUPERINTENDENT - Bafldfeng ft Sh wiw a 
QaaUfkatkaM 

Bachelor degree in Civil or Municipal Engineering. 

Experience 

Minimum of ten (10) years of experience in Civfl Operations and 
Maintenance of large scale projects, 5 years of which should be in a 
position of Manager. Must have competence of organization. Planning, 
Operations and Maintenance Management of large building complex. 
Responsibilities include equipment and structural maintenance related 
to the very large building complex. 

bogoage 

Fluent spoken and written English, as this language wifi be the main 
language in use. 

Natha fo j 

Jordanian. 


Interested candidates, kindly submit C.V.* 
documents to:- 

ServicoMaster Mhkflo Edit 
P.O. Box 926871 
Amman - Jordan 


oof later than August I Mb, 1990. Envelope to shew 
Notification for b tienkm wB Mow. 
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of prefect 


He won the silver. 

“In San Antonio for the World 
Cop, he nearly got killed when 
his horse rolled over mi him, ” 
said U.S. athlete Rob Stull, who 
placed fourth Tuesday. “He's had 
bad hick In the draw at least half a 
dozen tunes.” 

Zodiac fixed that. » 

Zodiac is a red dnnn quar- 
terhorsc .owned by 19-year-old 
Andrea Gibborn, a student at 
Western Washington University. 

At first, Zodiac looked like more 
bad luck for the Soviets. 

In the women’s ride, Soviet 
Jhann Dolgatcheva tussled with 
Zodiac throughout the course, 
accumulating 144 time faults and 
180 jumping faults. That put her 
at the bottom of the women’s 
riders and plunge her from fifth 
overall to lltfa. 

When men’s overall leader 
Starostin drew the same animal 
for his ride, an audible groan 
could be heard in the grandstand. 
Bad hick. 

But Starostin mastered Zodiac, 
posting a faultless ride to place 
third in the event and dinefa his 
gold medal. 

Starostin had been worried. 

“He was a pprehen si ve,” Cfib- 
bom said. “1 could tefl by the 
look on Ins face when be mwto 
the draw. 

“He was relieved when he got 
on and made a couple of practice 
runs. He smiled.” 

Starostin said after the ride. 
“At first it seemed difficult. But 
accidentally you quickly find the 
contact with the horse.” 

Cuba won an fll-teMpered, 
five-game match over their arch 
rivals Italy in men's vofieybaBI 
round-robin competition. 

There was much be- 

tween the two sides, who finished 


one-two in World Cop last year, 
bnt the Cubans backed op their 
talk by leading throughout the 
fifth set to win the deciding game 
by 15-12. 

“Italy is one of the best teams 
in the world,” Cuban coach 
Orlando Samuels Blackwood 
said. “They played an interesting 
game but we were stronger 
psychologically.” 

Joel Despaigne, the Cuban 
captain who led the Work! Cup 
champions with 30 kills, was 
given a red card, as was Italian 
Lorenzo Beraardi. 

“I am very verbose. I always do 
that It is a personal trait of 
mine,” Despaigne said. 

Cuba won the dash 15-6, 8-15, 
15-8, 15-17, 15-12. 

Diving 

China's Gao had a br us h with 
disaster before reaffirming her 
status as the best m women’s 
three-metre springboard diving- 
by winning the gold medal. 

Gao was safely in the lead until 
her ninth (five when she grazed 
the board with her toes on the 
way down and posted a low .score 
to open the door Ah- Soviet Irina 
Lashko. 

But the 19-year-old Gao came 
back strongly on her 10th and 
final dive to clinch victory. 

“I touched the bottom of my 
toes,” Gao, the Olympic cham- 
pion and winner of the one and 
three-metre World Cap tides, 
said about her moth dive. “I was 
surprised but it didn’t hurt.” 

Lashko wamnable to capitalise 
on her change to upset Gao be- 
cause her 10th dive dkl not have a 
high degree of dtffktfty. 

“I am not disappointed,” said 
I —him “I think it was a fair 
remit. My goal is to reach the 
same level as Gao.” 


Edbecg, Chang advance 
in Los Angeles tournament 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — Top 
seed Stefan Edberg needed 75 
minatci to defeat Malivai 
Washington 6-2, 64 In a Volvo 
Men's Tennis Tournament after 
stumbling in the second set when 
he allowed Washington a 3-1 lead 
on a double fault. 

Washington lost the next game 
on a double fault and Edbeig won 
another three games to go ahead 
5-3 before holding service to win 
the match. 

In an earlier match Tuesday, 
Todd Wftsken upset No. 2 seed 
and defending champion Aaron 
Krickstein 5-7, 7-6, (7-4), 64. 

Fourth seed Michael Chang, 
who won the Canadian Open 
Sunday and lost to Andre Agassi 
in an- exhibition Monday, defe- 
ated Scott Davis 7-5, 4-6, 64. 

Chang, 13, needed two hours 
and two minutes to beat Davis. 
The two met in last year’s semi- 
final with Chang victorious 64, 
64. : 

Chang led 4-1 in the final set 
Tuesday before Davis rallied to 
4-4. Davis double-faulted to give 
Chang match point, then Chang 
returned serve with a deep fore- 
hand for the win. 

Chang passed Davis nine times 
while Davis was unable to hit any 
past Chang. Davis logged 50 un- 
forced errors to Chang’s 17. 

*Tm happy to get this first 
match out of the way. I had 
expected a slow, ward court and I 
guess they’ve resurfaced it be- 
came it’s really fast,” Chang 
said. 

“Scott is a very dangerous play- 
er. He has a good serve. He hits 
the ball vary early. He has a bite, 
sting cm h is ball, probably the 
best around. The difference was 
Scott missed a little bat more,” he 


BOXING 


said. 

In other late matches, Joey 
Rive beat Peter Lundgren 6-2, 
64; and Brian Garrow defeated 
Mark Kaplan 6-2, 64. 

In an upset, Krickstem took 
command of the first set in the 
2-hour, 37-nrinste match, leading 
4-1 before Witsken won three 
straight games. In the final game 
of the first set, Witsken’s double 
fault lost the game. 

Witsken lost a break point 
opportunity in the second set, 
with Krickstein leading 54, when 
a backhand volley went Into the 
net. In frustration, Witsken hit 
tire ball into the crowd for a code 
violation. 

From then on, Krickstein’s 
errors confounded his play. 
Krickstem led the third set 4-2, 
only to watch the lead dwindle to 
the final game, when he lost the 
match due to errors. 

“It was tough playing the big 
jxrints,” said Krickstein, who is 
ranked ninth in the world. “I 
haven't played more than an hour 
match since the French Open (in 
May). I got a tittle tired at 3-2 in 
the thrid set.” 

Witsken, no. 60, said his 
strategy in the third set was serve 
and volley. 

“It gave me a chance to rest a 
tittle,” he said. “I think we were 
both tired." 

Jeff Tarango also beat a seeded 
player, defeating no. 8 Milan 
Srcjber 7-6 (74), 24, 6-2. Der- 
rick Rostagno beat fifth-seeded 
Rich Reneberg Monday. 

In other matches Tuesday, no. i 
7 Gary Muller defeated Chuck | 
Adams 64, 3-6, 6-3; and Brad 
Pearce beat Jorge Lozano 6-3, 7-6 1 

(7-3). 


Foreman stops Canadian 
Lakusta in third round 


EDMONTON, Alberta (R) — 
Former Heavyweight Chanqnon 
George Foreman scored his 23rd 
consecutive victory in a com- 
eback attempt when the referee 
stopped the fight in the third 
round of Ins scheduled 10-round 
bout with Canadian Ken Lakusta. 

Foreman, 41, floored Lakusta 
with a left hook early in the third 
round. The Edmonton native 
barely beat die count but strug- 
gled to his feet and stalked the 
261-pound (118-kg) Foreman, 
according to a Canadian press 
news agency report. 

He surprised the former cham- 
pion with an overhand right that 
wobbled Foreman slightly. The 
two then battled toe-to-toe for 10 
seconds before Foreman landed a 
right hand squarely on Lakusta’s 
jaw that knocked him to the 
canvas. 

The an guish on Lakurta’s face 
told die story as he straggled in 


an unsuccessful effort to regain 
Us feet. The fight was stopped 
one minute and twenty-four 
seconds into the round. 

Afterwards, Foreman praised 
his opponent although he 
couldn’t remember Us first name 
and called him Tony. 

“He’s a great fighter and he, 
represented his country real 
nice,” said the bald, overweight 
Foreman whose overall career- 
record reacted 68-2. “He got up 
and fought like a champion,” 
Foreman, wto has fought a series 
of relative unknowns in a com- 
eback that began three years ago, 
declared himself, “the un- 
crowned champion of the world.” 

He said be expected a title shot 
against the winner of the October 
fight between heavyweight cham- 
pion James “Buster” Douglas 
and number one contender Evan-- 
der Holyfidd. 


Super heavyweight Boxer 
Roberto Balado did not think his 
result was fair at ati. The Cuban 
world amateur champion was 
beaten in A® quarter-finals when 
bis bout against Soviet Yevgeni 
Belousov was stopped in the first 
round dim to a cut. 

“I didn’t believe I was injured 
enough to stop it,” the 22-year- 
old Balado said. “I am out- 
raged.” 

Balado became the second 
Cuban world champion to fail to 
reach the semifinals of the boxing 
tournament. Bantamweight Enri- 
que Carrion lost a dose decision 


Medal Table 

(148 medal everts) 


“We feel some unjust decisions 
are being made,” Balado said. 

The athletes may be tinning in 
some stellar pe r fo rma nces, but 
from a financial point of view toe 
Goodwill Games won't win any 
gold medals. 

» 

Losses from the games were 
originally projected at about $13 
million — half the $26 million 
shortfall at the 1986 inaugural 
games in Moscow. 

But games -founder Ted Tur- 
ner, the flambuoyant (derision 
e n t r epreneur, now says the red 
ink has imp e med the Moscow 
mark, raising doubts about the 
fature of (he multi-sport competi- 
tion. 

“It is some w h ere above where 
we were fart time in the losses, 
but we won't know until it's 
over,” Turner said at a press 
conference Monday. 

Some speculate that losses 
could dwarf the Moscow games 
deficit. The Wall Street Journal 
reported the games could cost 
Turner Broadcasting System 
(IBS) more than $40 million. 

Soviet sprats officials, howev- 
er, said the 1994 games slated for 
Moscow and Leningrad could go 
on without Turner's sup p ort . 

The total cost of the 1990 
games is about $180 million, and 
Turner Broadcasting has pot up 
about half of that. 

“If necessary we will find other 
sponsors. We have no doubts 
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about the Goodwill Games,” said. 
Anatoli Kolesov, deputy chair- 
man of Gosfcomsport, the Soviet 
co-promoters of the games. 

Kolesov said the games would 
still need Westerns support for 
hard currency to pay the travel 
expenses for atheltes. 

Turner said he wants to see the 
games continue, but that the final 
decision on TBS involvement is 
up to foe company’s board of 
directors. 

So far the games have sold 
about 760,000 of LI million tick- 
ets available, dose to -expecta- 
tions. 

Bnt tiie television audience has 
been much smaller than hoped, 
meaning Turner will likely have 
to give advertisers additional air 
time as compe n sation. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
& TANNAH HIRSCH 

two Tribune Media Services. Hie. 


A KNAVISH TRICK! 


Boih vulnerable. North deals. 

NORTH 

* A K 8 

772 

> K Q 8 

* Q 7 6 5 3 

WEST EAST 

*6432 *975' 

7986 ? K Q J 5 4 

OA 10 7 6 0 J 3 2 

* J 9* * K 4 

SOUTH 

* Q J 10 

7 A 10 3 

v 9 54 

* A 10 8 2 
The bidding: 

North East Sooth West 

1 * IS? 2 NT Pass 

3 NT Pass Pass Pass 

Opening lead: Nine of 9 
American pairs did well in the 
Sunday Tunes Invitation Pairs event 
held at the end of January in Lon- 
don, finishing second and third. In 
the process of gaining the silver 
medal, Bobby Goldman of Dallas 
produced what is likely to be the 
defensive gem of the year. 

We don’t like jumping to two no 
trump with only a single stopper in 
the enemy suit. However, three no 
trump was the normal contract and 
indeed it was reached at the othdfr 


tables. No other declarer failed to 
land the game. 

Goldman led his top heart a nd 

declarer held up the ace until the 
third round. Since East had to be 
kept off lead, if possible, and the - 
club suit had to be developed, de- 
clarer crossed to the king of spades ; 
and led the queen of clubs. That was 
covered by the king and ace and 
West dropped the jack! 

Convinced be could score nine 
cricks without having to rdy on toe 
location of toe ace of diamonds, . 
declarer reentered dummmy with 
toe ace of spades and took toe 
“marked" finesse of the eight of 
clubs. Goldman retrieved the trick 
he apparently had sacrificed when 
he won with the nine and he re- 
moved declarer’s last spade stopper 
by exiting in that suit, at toe 
time setting up toe 13th spade in his 
hand. 

Declarer had already lost two 
tricks in hearts and one in chibs. He 
had only tight fast tricks and needed 
a ninth in diamonds for his con- 
tract. But when he led a diamond 
West was able to rise with the ace 
and cash the long spade for the set- 
ting trick. Spectacular! 


FORECAST FOR FRIDAY AUGUST 3, 199$ 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, CarroU Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: You 
are able to handle some pretty trig 
matters in a very constructive and 
adroit fashion as long as yon make 
it a special point to avoid and 
ptevdht 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Take evexy moment during toe day 
of work duties with care and exact- 
ness while m the evening yon arc 
able to easily have more fine finish 
in your jobs. 

TAUR US: (April 20 to May 20) 
Avoid committing yourself during 
the daytime to some special task 
that is desired of you and then in 
the evening you find projects can 
be done weO. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Conditions are at sixes and sevens 
in the morahg at your home so 
don't aggravate them further and 
in the evening more harmony can 
reign at your residence. 

MOON CHILDREN; (June 22 to 
July 21) Be very careful what yon 
state in any oommtmicatjons dur- 
ing the day for it would fikdy be 
ra isanderstood but tonight darity 
of expression occurs. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) You 
can make a number of fittie mis- 
takes in money natters during day 
time unless you much care but in 
the evening you sc ways to make 
good budget 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Your judgment is apt to be off 


during the day so rely upon those 
with whom you have personal con- 
tact ami all returns to normal in the 
evening. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) Private concern keeps you fus- 
sing and fretting unless you keep 
poised but in the evening you find 
your own niche in domg what you 
like the most 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) Don’t rely upon a friend 
who usually give you the best of 
advice of a p erso na l nature until 
evenig when cobwebs dear away, 
cor r e ct judgment de vel op s. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) Yon. would be wire 
to concentrate upon worldly voca- 
tional tasks m a most particular 
way to avoid criticism, then tonight 
enjoy being out with friends. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) No matter bow intri- 
guing don’t go off to crane new 
interest daring the dflyiuuc but 
tonight you cm wtfl handle a 
worldly obligation. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) Arguing over a debt or 
account during toe day can be a big 
mistake so put off any tfisensrion 
tin a better time; ton^fa get views 
di fferen t from your own. 

PISCES: ( Feb r ua r y 20 to Match 
20) Any meeting with an ****fi«g 
partner during toe day would sore- 
ly be n onp ro toi ctivc ao pm off tSl 
better time; in toe evening get into 
promises made to another. 


FORECAST FOR THURSDAY AUGUST Z,; Wl - / 
By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Ca mtf FtigHpt FowdeBon, 


GENERAL TENPE NCIESr 
Avoid strutting or doing anything 
of ao imperious nature now or yon 
will low tire good wffl an active 
a flcgfa nc c of one rim' has - been 
very dose toyou in the recent past: 
Show generosity. 
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a personal name can be pot fa 

motion after breakfast wfcSe there 

fellows' a •period'' to use cue fa 
worid of outride activity. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) Keep Jtw monring decisions 
which are asoefleatfor yon, con- 
fidential. and-yon find orisMc new 
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*We’re Hard :ub for cash. Gli 
. the neighbbmc^ kids 
to see the unicorn. 1 ' 
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one tetfarto each square, to form I Ahh-r— amatt 
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Answer here: 


Yesterday's 


.. - _ (Answers tomorrow) 
Jumbles: CHIME PANSY FLEECE TRICKY, ; 
An w ar Might be enoutfi to turn your hair whiter 
suddenly!— LATHER 


ACROSS 
1 Rest material 
6 Rope fiber 
10 Sonny’s ex 

14 Old-womanish 

15 God of love 

16 Qra deposit 

17 Gibberish 

19 Amino — 

20 Native: suff. 

21 Compassion 

22 Pompous 
walks 

24 Macadamize 

25 '" — mol le 
deluge" 

(Louis XV) 

26 Not asea 
29 Garden 

cUmber 

32 Furnished 
- with info 

33 Pile 

34 Seville shout 

35 Trading place 
33 Core 

37 Served a 
winner - 

38 Photo: abbr. 

39 Proverb 

40 Cease-fire 

41 Patterned 

43 Watch places 

44 - Motel 
("Psycho” 
locale) 

45 Fall short 

46 Hardy’s pal 

48 Canvas 

49 Grain . 

52 Soli: pref. 

53 Indecisive 
56 Monet’s 

medium 

52 Russ, range,. 

58 Arab chief . 

59 Bean type 

60 Antler-prong - 

61 “Inferno" 
author 

DOWN 
•1 Arrived 

2 Burden 

3 Frost 

4 Priest's robe . 

5 Spotted oat 
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)— couture 
r TV award 
I Unruly crowd 
i Possibility 
I .Wine 

f- Magic wonts 
l Prepare copy 
i Cincy team 
I Street talk . 
I Journey 
Versifier 
' "And — . heart 
within” ' 
(Cowpei) 
i Summits 
-Bias 
i Tumult 
> Reserved - 
Vote In ■ 
Moequlto 
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Shelled fruit 
Sped cover 
Tiny Thing 
Caused to . 
stumble 


42 ■50* stoger ■. 
JuUwr -•-» 

43 Cautious 
«--Areoptan tele 
48 . Aslan land . 
4F Sector^- --v 
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Albania allows foreign investment 


VIENNA, Awma (AJP) — -Co«n- 
-rmsnst Albania announced Tues- 
day « witt pennHioira ventures 

and foreign ecwjomie activity, 
and would ailow limitcd freedom 
to stage public deoHtostrufons. 

;Tbe new economk: neasues 
decreed by die Tirana feadosbip 
appeared designed -to- alleviate 
ccoooqijc backwardness, provide 
technical knowhow, improve liv- 
ing conditions and circumvent a 
ban on foreign credit. It carac a 
day after Tirana, and Moscow 
announced a restoration of di- 
plomatic ties after 29 years. 

The decrees were approved by 
the presidium of the people's 
assembly and reported by the 
state news agency ATA only 
weeks after some 5,000 Alba- 
nians, holed up in foreign embas- 
sies, were allowed to emigrate, 

Albania is the poorest country 
in Europe and a lone stronghold 
of Stalinism. 


“Foreign embassies, firms or 
individuals or Albanians residing 
abroad can make in ve s t m ents or 
carry out related economic activi- 
ties," said a decree issued on “the 
protection of foreign investments 
in the People’s Socialist Republic 
Of Albania.” 

While the official announce- 
ment did not specifically mention 
joint ventures, it said that “in 
Albania enterprises with parti- 
cipation of foreign capital can 
carry our their economic activi- 
ty in various sectors of the eco- 
nomy." 

The official communique car- 
ried by ATA said that foreign 
co mpanies or individuals whose 
investments in Albania suffer los- 
ses due to war, a state of 
emergency and natural disasters 
would be compensated tike local 
enterprises. 

ATA said the aim of setting up 
"enterprises with participation of 
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Brazil announces new 
reforms to cut red tape 


BRASILIA (APJ— The govern- 
ment Tuesday announced a series 
of reforms to trim financial, legal 
arid administrative red cape in the 
economy and promote competi- 
tion in the private sector. 

At a presidential palace cere- 
mony, President Fernando CoUor 
de Meilo signed into law 20 de- 
crees that ended state control 
over a wide range of areas, in- 
cluding communications, fuel dis- 
tribution, transportation, mining 
and agriculture. , 

The measures are pan of Col- 
tor’s policy to stream fine Brazil’s 
economy, an initiative minister of 
infrastructure Ozires Silva said 
was designed to "make the 
citizen's He easier." 

"Through the years, Brazil has 
become complicated, bureaucra- 
cy has grown and. we have turned 
into an inefficient country." Silva 
said. 

The reforms were announced a 
day after the government said 
prices junked 10 79 per cent in 
July, the highest rate since Much 
when De Meilo took office. 

The July increase was the high- 
est since De CoSor took office 
March 15. He immediately 
announced an emergency econo- 
mic shock p ro g r a mme to try to 
control inflation of almost 5,000 
pec. cent in the 12 months before 
he was sworn in. ; 

-.The measures announced 
Tuesday include loosened regula- '«> 
ti'ons on quality control inspec- 
tions of food and made it easier 
for producers and sellers to ac- 
quire operating permits for lon- 
ger periods of time, 

.Other measures made it easier 
for fanners to acquire and use 


pesticides and fertilizers, and de- 
regulated the distribution of fuels 
and lubricants. 

However, controls on domestic 
fuel prices were not lifted as 
expected. 

“The principal function of the 
state should be to make the pub- 
lic not feel your absence." said 
agriculture minister Antonio 
Cabrera. "However, the govern- 
ment has tangled up Brazilians' 
lives in a disastrous way." 

Cabrera said bureaucratic 
paperwork made licensing and 
producing anything "from dog 
food to beer labels" difficult. 

As a result, tens of thousands 
of producers and sellers were 
continually forced to renew 
licenses and registers at the agri- 
culture ministry, he said. 

Meanwhile Tuesday, Citicorp 
chairman John Reed urged Brazil 
to end its year-long suspension of 
foreign debt interest payments, 
saying it has caused Latin Amer- 
ica's largest country to. lose more 
money t!ian it has saved. 

“The money Brazil is saving by 
not meeting its interest payments 
is far less than the amount of new 
investments that would enter the 
country if these payments were 
being made," Reed said at a news 
conference _ 

■ -. Brazil owes its p ri v a t e creditors. - 
some $6 . billion since July 1989, 
when it suspended payments. 

-Jori<$ Dauster; Brazes chief 
foreign debt negotiator, recently 
said interest payments have not 
been made because the country's 
hard currency reserves were too 
tow. The latest central bank fi- 
gures put reserves at about $8 
billion. 


AMMAN EXCHANGE RATES 


Wednesday, August X, 3990- 
Central Bank official rates 
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LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON CR) — Following ate the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midsession 
on the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Wednesday. 


One Sterling 1.8580.90 

One U.S. dollar 1.1510/15 

1.5890/95 
1.7900/10 

. 1.3515/25 . 

32.63/68 
- 5.3240/90 

1163/1164 
146.10/15 
5.8125/75 
6.1450/1500 
6.0645/95 

One- ounce of gold 370.50/90 


U.S. dollar 
Canadian dollar 
Deutschemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
U.S. dollars 
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foreign capital" is "the mod- 
ernisation of existing projects or 
the setting up of new projects 
with advanced technology.” 

The joint ventures would focus 
on businesses related to raw 
materials, exports and imports, 
and consumer goods. 

Authorisation for concluding a 
contract would be given by the 
government “upon the request of 
the Albanian juridical person," 
said the decree, as quoted by 
ATA. It said “in the field of 
banking activity, the authorisa- 
tion is given by the Albanian state 
bank.” 

Enterprises set up with foreign 
capital have “the right to receive 
credits in foreign currency from 
the Albanian state bank," the 
decree said. 

It added, such an enterprise 
“may get such a credit even from 
a foreign bank, in agreement with 
the Albanian state bank." 

| Penny stock 
brokerage 
files for 
protection 

DENVER (AP) — Blinder, 
Robinson and Co., once the 
largest penny-stock brokerage in 
the world, has filed for protection 
from its creditors while it reorga- 
nises under chapter 11 of the 
federal bankruptcy laws. 

Blinder, Robinson said in a 
statement that it has ceased to do 
business as a brokerage. It said it 
intends to transfer its 250,000 
customer accounts and brokerage 
Operations to another, unidenti- 
fied brokerage firm. 

Founder and president Meyer 
Blinder was not immediately 
available for comment. 

Robert Davenport, head of the 
Security and Exchange Commis- 
sion’s (SECs) regional office in 
Denver, said the SEC has been 
aware of Blinder, Robinson's 
teetering finances in Teccnt 
weeks, but did not koow of the 
bankruptcy until Tuesday. 

Once the largest penny-stock 
firm in the world. Blinder, 
Robinson had shrunk to one- 
third its former size amid inves- 
tigations by federal regulators 
and investor lawsuits. It recorded 
a toss of S14.8 million in 1988 and 
$11.7 million m 1989. 

Penny stocks are low cost, high 
risk securities, usually trading for 
less than $3 per share. They are 
not listed on stock exchanges and 
typically are used to raise capital 
for new or small companies. 

According to a filing made with 
the SEC, Blinder, Robinson 
owed its customers $4.8 million in 
cash and other brokerage firms 
$400,000. The brokerage also 
owed customers and other 
brokerage firms $70 million in 
securities, the filing said. 


Romania 
speeds up 
shareholding 
programme . 

BUCHAREST (R) — Romania 
took its first step towards install- 
ing a free market economy Tues- 
day, passing a privatisation law 
which aims to turn the country 
into a nation of shareholders. 

After two weeks’ debate parlia- 
ment adopted u law to free enter- 
prises from state control and give 
managers more responsibility to 
make decisions. 

Every Romanian adult will be 
offered a free stoke in firms ear- 
marked for change. 

“This is an important law 
which takes the first step towards 
a market economy,” Bucharest 
radio said. 

Prime Minister Petre Roman 
pledged on taking office a month 
ago to transform Romania's cen- 
tralised economy into a modern 
free market based on competition 
and initiative. 

The enterprise law will require 
most state-owned companies, in- 
cluding forms, to transfer 30 per 
cent of their assessed value to a 
newly-created National Privatisa- 
tion Agency. 

An economic analyst from 
Bucharest’s Institute of World 
Economy said railways, mines, 
utilities and defence industries 
would not be affected. 

“Under this law state enter- 
prises will turn into commercial 
companies. It is only the first 
change and it is likely stakes will 
be offered in the future of the 
other 70 per cent of a company’s 
assets,” he said. 

The National Privatisation 
Agency, set up to promote an 
embryonic share ownership 
scheme, will allocate one share 
worth 5,000 lei ($250) to every 
Romanian. 

“People will have to hold on to 
these securities for one year before 
they can buy and sell,” the 
analyst said. 

The government has said it was 
planning more laws to regulate a 
full privatisation programme and 
the analyst said he believed these 
proposals would include share 
transaction rules. 

“This enterprise law will make 
directors more responsible for the 
success of their company. If the 
value of their firm falls the gov- 
ernment may sell off the rest of its 
equity and that will leave them 
open to takeovers,” he said. 

The National Salvation Front 
which took power after Decem- 
ber's uprising and won an over- 
whelming majority in May elec- 
tions inherited one of Eastern 
Europe's most shattered econo- 
mies. 

Under the dictatorship of Nico- 
lae Ceausescu Romanians were 
half-starved in a drive to pay off 
the country’s $11 billion external 
debt. 
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Traders expect UAE, 
Kuwait to turn down 
oil taps this month 


DUBAI (R) — Chronic quota- 
busters Kuwait and the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE) were ex- 
pected to turn down their crude 
oil taps from Wednesday to meet 
new output limits agreed at last 
week's OPEC meeting domin- 
ated by Iraq. 

“Kuwait and the UAE will 
definitely reduce their output in 
August to 1.5 million barrels per 
day (b/d) each. They have no 
other choice,” a Gulf-based 
Western oil trader said Wednes- 
day. 

The two Gulf Arab producres, 
who have traditionally flouted 
OPEC rules in the past agreed 
last month to curb drastically 
their output after regional super- 
power, Iraq, threatened unspeci- 
fied action against them if they 
continued undermining oil prices. 

They renewed their pledges to 
cut back after an Organisation of 
Petroleum Exporting Countries 
(OPEC) meeting in Geneva last 
week decreed a 17 per cent rise in 
the group’s minimum reference 
price to $21 a barrel. 

Oil industry executives said the 
cuts would help soak up some 
800,000 b/d from the saturated 

market. 

Gulf oil industry sources said 
that in order to cut output to its 
1.5 million b/d quota, Kuwait 
would have to stop most spot 
crude sales, reduce refinery 
throughput, and buy Iranian 


crude in Europe for its petrol 
retail system on the continent. 

To meet the UAH's newly- 
allocated 1.5 million b/d limit, 
Abu Dhabi, the biggest producer 
in the UAE federation, will go 
ahead with previously announced 
plans to slash up to 30 per cent 
from its contract sales volumes in 
August, the sources said. 

In July the UAE was seen 
producing around 1.95 million 
b/d and Kuwait 1.8 million, 
according to a Reuters output 
survey. 

Crude oil prices rose over S1.5 
per barrel since Iraq launched its 
verbal attacks two weeks ago and 
moved thousands of troops up to 
its border with Kuwait. The Mid- 
dle East benchmark erode Dubai 
changed bands at $17.30 per bar- 
rel Wednesday, op from $15.80 
two weeks ago. 

OPEC officials and oil market 
analysts agree that if all OPEC 
states stick to their quotas, oil 
prices might reach OPEC’s new 
price target by the end of the 
year. 

The majority of OPEC’s 13 
members have estimated demand 
on the group’s crude during the 
fourth quarter at over 25 million 
b/d compared with the new out- 
put ceiling of nearly 22.5 million. 

Although all OPEC members, 
including Kuwait and foe UAE. 
have pledged to adhere to their 
limits, some Gulf-based sources 


said that if prices continue to rise, 
some producers might be temp- 
ted to pump more oil. 

After cutting contract sales by 
30 per cent in August, Abu Dhabi 
informed its Japanese term cus- 
tomers Wednesday that Septem- 
ber supplies would be cut by only 
10 per cent. 

Some Gulf sources, who esti- 
mate Kuwait’s output at its 1.5 
million b/d quota level for Au- 
gust, said this did not include 
Kuwait’s share of the so-called 
Neutral Zone output, shared 
equally between Saudi Arabia 
and Kuwait. 

Under existing OPEC rules. 
Neutral Zone output, estimated 
to be around 300,000 b/d in July, 
should be included in Kuwait’s 
and Saudi Arabia’s production. 

Kuwait has reduced crude sup- 
plied to its Mina A1 Abdallah 
refinery to 90,000 b/d from 
200,000 b/d in August as part of 
efforts to cut oil output to its 
quota level, the sources said. 

This will lower Kuwait’s 
domestic refinery throughput to 
around 650,000 b/d in August 
from over 750,000 b/d in July, 
Gulf oil industry sources said. 

Kuwait in July bad also purch- 
ased three cargoes of Iranian 
crude oil in Europe for its refiner- 
ies in Holland. Denmark and 
Italy. 
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[4 RENT 

Many villas and apartments 
for rent & sale furnished or 
unfurnished in Abdoun, Um 
Uttieina, Sweifieh and many 
other locations. 

For more details please call 

ABDOUN REAL 

ESTATE 

Tel: 

810609,810605 
Fax: 810520 ' 


TENDER’S NOTICE 

The Projects Directorate/Ministry of Education announces the 
issuing of the following tender which is part of the 7th Education 
project No. 2890 - JO. sponsored by the World Bank- 

Tender'* No. Title Fees JD. 

14/90 Photo-copiers 5.000 

interested bidders are invited to collect tender’s document from 
Procurement Division at the Projects Director at e/Ministry of 
Education starting July 31st, 1990 against the payment of the 
above fees. 

Closing date will be 10.00 a.m. of September 13th. 1990. 

Head of Special 
Tenders Committee 


WASHINGTON (API — The 
fund insuring Americans' $2.5 
trillion in commercial bank de- 
posits is under considerable stress 
and could suffer its third consecu- 
tive loss this year, a top regulator 
has said. 

L. William Seidman, chairman 
of die Federal Deposit Insurance 
Corp. (FDIC). said “it would not 
be unreasonable’' to predict a 52 
billion loss, reducing the fund to 
around $11 billion. 

It lost SS51 milli on in 1989 and 
$4.24 billion in 1988 as bank 
failures soared to post-depression 
highs. 

Those losses reduced insurance 
backing of the nation’s 12,500 
banks to 70 cents per $100 of 
deposits, “the lowest point in 
modem history,” Seidman said. 

With another toss this year, 
coverage could slip to 50 cents or 
60 cents per $100, 

Seidman indicated the FDIC 
board may consider an emergen- : 
cy hike in insurance premiums 
paid by banks. Those premiums, 
as provided by last year's savings 
and loan bill, are already increas- 
ing. from 8.3 cents per $100 of 
deposits in 1989 to 12 cents this 
year and 15 cents next year. 

However, the board has the 
power to raise them as high as 
22.5 cents next year. Each one 
cent increase brings the fund ab- 
out $250 million. 

Seidman said his revised assess- 
ment of the insurance fund was 
based on a general deterioration . 
of tiie value of commercial real 
estate held by banks. 

Seidman *s remarks come amid . 
growing congressional furor over 
(he mounting taxpayer bill to bail 
out the savings and loan industry. 
Monday, Seidman had said 
another agency he heads, the 
Resolution Trust Corp., would 
need $80 billion to $109 billion in 
1991 to protect depositors of 
failed thrifts. 


LUXURIOUS VILLA FOR RENT 
with or w i tho ut t u r n ! t a re 

The villa, located at Um AI Summaq Al Shamali. consists of 5 
bedrooms, a study room. 3 spacious halls, verandas, terrace, 
garages with a separate garden, telephone, central heating, 
interior and exterior decors. Total building area is 460 square 
metres. 

Call tel: 828028 Amman after 2 pjn. 


VILLA FOR RENT 

A fulfy well furnished deluxe three bedroomed villa with 
two salons, living room, three bathrooms, equipped 
kitchen, maid’s quarters, garage, telephone, etc... 

Location: 7th Circle, Abdullah Ghosheh Street. 

For more Information please call landlord at 
phone no. 874654 or 814766 


THE ABDUL HAMID SHARAF SCHOOL in 
Swaifiyeh would like to announce the foi!cwing: 

1) Construction of the new building has begun. 

2) Registration for the 1990-91 Academic year will begin 
on Monday, August 6 and continue until August 18. 

3) The school needs teachers for: 

Secondary chemistry 

Secondary geography and history 

Applicants must have at least a Bachelor's Degree and 

experience at the secondary level. 

Please send applications and resumes to P.O. 
Box 6008 Amman 


MODERN FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR 
RENT 

Two bedrooms, two bathrooms, large living room, completely 
furnished, with telephone, television and central heating. 

Location: Between the Fourth & Fifth Circle, Jabel Amman, near 
Amon Hotel. Tel: 777112 8 a.m.-2 p.m. 674028 after 4 p.m. 


ARC PEDIGREE 

POODLE PUP / MALE 

Sold only to good home 

Telephone Alleen 668236 


The following new cars, two isuzu Trooper, ‘UBS" 
“DELUX" < x 4 short chassis. 

Description: Model 1989; Air conditioned; Power Steer- 
ing; Velvet Seats; Colour:- White. Dark Blue; Customs Duty 
Unpaid. 

Two Isuzu Trooper "UBS" standard 4x4 short chassis 
colour burgundy. Model 1989. Customs duty paid. AU cars 
are brand new. 

For more Info. pis. contact tel. 672495 - 672543 - 
678775. 


TO LET 

A two bedroom flat with living, dining room, a kitchen and a 
bathroom with central heating, garden, terrace, car park and 
telephone. 

Location: Shmeisani, dose to Dahiat Al-Hussein. 

Interested please call Tel: 668922 


Jordan Times 
Tel: 667171 


— First Floor Furnished Apartment 

For Rent 

Modem three bedrooms overlooking Abdoun valley close 
to shopping area. Also, there are living-dining rooms, 
kitchen, two bathrooms, storage space, two balconies, 
telephone and wall-to-wall carpets. Moreover, the heating 
system is separate. 

Call 604922 — best time between 3-5 p.m 


NEEDED IMMEDIATELY 

A Japanese family is looking for a teacher of 
English. 

Please contact tel. 818358 between 3:00 
and 8:00 p.m. 


FURNISHED SEMI VILLA 

FOR RENT 

Consists of two large bedrooms, large salon, dining room, iwo 
bathrooms, kitchen, backyard. The apartment has a front 
garden, separate entrance, telephone and central heating. 
Location: Shmeisani, near Yugoslavian embassy. 

For more Information please call 661658 
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Tel: 675571 Cinema 


PLAZA 


Tel: 699238 
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Performances: 3 JO. 6:15. 8:30. 1PJ0 



Adel Imam, Yusra 
In 

The DeviPs 
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Performances: 1230, 3J0. 6 JO, 8:30, 10:45 pja 
Friday & Sunday extra show at 11:00 a.m. 
















Liberian troops counter attack 


Doe vows to fight to death 


MONROVIA (AP) — One day 
after hundreds of refugees were 
massacred m a church sanctuary, 
government troops staged a sur- 
prise counterattack on rebel 
forces and recaptured sections of 
Monrovia's city centre. 

President Samuel Doe’s troops 
were accused of killing up to 600 
civilians Monday in a Lutheran 
Church compound where they 
had sought refuge from the 
bloody civil war. Doe denied the 
allegations, saying rebels dressed 
as soldiers committed Monday's 
slaughter. Survivors and witnes- 
ses said the killers were govern- 
ment soldiers. 

A communique issued by the 
European humanitarian group 
Medians Sans Frontieres (MSF) 
in Paris said government troops 
fired on a team of MSF doctors 
who went to the aid of massacre 
victims. The spokesman said the 
team performed more than 30 
operations despite threats against 
their lives by soldiers. 

The communique called for 
foreign governments to act to 
guarantee the safety of hospitals. 


an appeal MSF and others have reached the city’s suburbs more ping district, 
made on several previous occa- than a month ago. He vowed in a The counterattack led to heavy 
sions with no success. telephone interview with the Brit- fighting in the embassy enclave of 

The United States, with fight- feh Broadcasting Corp. to “fight Mamba Point, which the rebels 
mg raging around its Monrovia until the last soldiers in tire Libe- took Monday.. Overall control of 
embassy, said it was considering rian army die.” the area remained unclear, 

calling for a United Nations Doe spoke from the fortified - A high-rise budding in the city 
peacekeeping force to intervene kraefi-tault presidential mansion centre suspected of being a rebel 


in the West African nation’s 7- that tm been under siege by rebel 


month-old tribal war. 

State Department dcpnty 


forces led by Prince Johnson. 
About 500 government troops 


spokesman Richard Boucher said emerged Tuesday from Barclay 
there were no plans to evacuate Training Centre, the mam bar- 
die 400 Americans re maining in racks in tile capital, s ur prisi n g die 
Liberia despite a deterioration in scattered rebel troops and ra- 


the security situation. A U.S. 
naval flotilla has been offshore 
for weeks in case evacuation is 
required. 

Assistant Secretary of State 
Herman Cohen said bullets 


covering several blocks of down- 
town streets, witnesses said. 

Doe’s soldiers, most of them 
members of bis Kraim tribe, adv- 
anced behind their sole re maining 
tank two strategic bridges leading 


ricocheted off several U.S. build- from downtown Monrovia to 
ings at the height of Tuesday’s Bushrod Island, site of the capit- 


figbting around die diplomatic 
enclave, but no one was hurt. 


al’s port, oil storage depot and 
launching point of foe rebel inva- 


*None of the combatants have aon of foe city. 


targeted our people,” be said. 


In seesaw battles with rebels 


Doe, whom rebels accuse of led by Johnson, government 
corruption and brutal suppre ssion forces recaptured the finance and 
of the opposition, made his first defence ministries and fought 
public statement since rebels their way through the mam shop- 


Khmer Rouge vows to fight on 


BANGKOK (R) — The Khmer 
Rouge Wednesday urged its guer- 
rilla s to fight on in Cambodia and 
said the United States was inflam- 
ing the conflict with its latest 
policy shift. 

The China-backed group’s 
clandestine radio station, moni- 
tored in Bangkok, said: “We 
urge our colleagues to step up 
their fighting to liberate our 
country from Vietnam." 

The guerrillas, who have 
fought the Vietnamese since they 
invaded in 1978 to oust foe 


China 
marks 
Army Day 


Khmer Rouge regime, have step- prevent the Khmer Rouge fight- 
ped up attacks on military and ing their way back to power, 
civilian targets in recent months. ^ TT c 


the area remained unclear. 

- A high-rise btdklmg in the city 
centre suspected of being a rebel 
observation point was set afire 
with a salvo from foe govern- 
ment’s multiple rocket-l aun cher, 
witnesses reported. 

The do w nto wn streets, filled 
for several days with civilians 
searching for food, suddenly 
emptied. Shops, offices and 
ministries remained dosed. 

Most of Monrovia’s 500,000 
inhabitants have been without 
food, r unning water or electricity 
in July. 

Doe said in the interview that 
he was “not p re pa red to hand 
Liberia over to criminals.’’ Tins 
apparently referred to embezzle- 
ment changes against another re- 
bel leader, Charles Taylor, who 
fled Liberia after he was accused 
of stealing about SI millio n from 
state offers while he headed the 
g o v e r nm ent proc urem e n t agency. 

U.S. panel 
slashes 



De Klerk, 
Mandela 



cordial 


M onrovia 


hfntcd comrade d urin g W gMiw g mi *«* i*t 


The U.S. policy drift showed f, inHo 

L unds Tor 

i-emna a*. SDI 

<me helps ns we wiQ fight until we The broadcast accused foe Un- wawtorton f ap\ _ 


<me helps us we wiQ fight until we The broadcast accused foe Un- 
achieve our aim,” it said. ited States of ingratitude, saying 

Last month, Washington without the guerrilla straggle af- 


lne Broadcast accused me un- WASHINGTON (AP) — Demo- 
ited States of ingratitude, saying say a key lawmakers' corn- 


announced it was ending its di- ter the Vietnamese invasion, 
plomatic support for the Khmer South East Asia's non- 
Rouge-led guerrilla coalition and Communist countries “would 


would talk directly with Vietnam 
to try to halt the conflict and 


mittee acknowledged the end of 
the cold war with its lean defence 
biU that includes deep budget cuts 
in foe Strategic Defensive Imtia- 


Filipino rebels kill 
police chief, 3 children 

MANILA (Agencies) — Com- 21-year rasurgencyto establfeha 
nranist rebels killed a central Marxist government in the PtriKp- 
Phiiippines police chief and three pines. 

of his children in an ambush, the Mmmo told Japanese repor- 
mititaiy said Wednesday.. ters Wednesday he has had a 

A military report said an unde- “rough time, bat ev er yt hing is 
temrined number of New Peo- finally over.” 


hawe^faced Vietnamese aggres- ^ (gDI) and a halt to foe 


pie’s Army (NPA) guerrillas Mmroo, 36, was interviewed 
ambushed Police LL Toribio by Kyodo News Service and re- w som power betoKimeb^ of 
Mendoza, police chief of Sebaste porters from other Japanese news its ally th roughout 

town on Panay Island, 336 media early Wednesday morning decades of ana-apartheid sting-: 
kilometres south of Manila, as be at a fonner’s garden in the moun- .10®* • ■ ' • 

was driving a jeep at dawn Tues- tarns near Bacolod on Negros Mandeia and Slovo nave scorn- 
day. jjnj fully dismissed foe charges as 

The report said Mendoza was Portions of the interview were propagpda.. Bert _dc 


PRETORIA (R) — Black 

nationalist leader Nelson Mande- 
la. smYl' Wednesday he had held 
cordial talks with Sooth African 
Preadent F-W.de Klerk aimed at 
solving, a dispute over charges 
that Iris Comm unist allies were 
p fenning an aimed insurrection. 

De Klerk had called foe meet- 
ing to tear Mandela's reply to iris 
request that Communist Party 
leader Joe Skivo be dropped [from 
foe African National Congress’s 
(ANQ negotiating team at m^jor 
political talks: 

These talks are aimed at re- 
moving obstacles to full-scale 
negotiations on a post-apartheid, 
non-racial- constitution. 

‘ As -he left .for Johannesburg, 
Mandela, who is ANC deputy 
president, declined . to say 
whether the issue had teeir re- 
solved at his meeting with - de 
Klerk. He promised to make a 
frill statement, later Wednesday. 

“All that I want to say at the 
present moment u that I met the 
state president and the discus- 
sions took a very cordial spirit,” 
lie said. 

The meeting lasted more than 
three boms — 45 initia te s longer 
than scheduled — at de Klerk’s 
office and was believed to have 
included senior, government 
ministers. 

Security police have accused 
the Communist Party of (dotting 
to seize power behind the back of 
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Georgia becomes seeond 
republic to defy Kre mlin 

MOSCOW (AP) — The Soviet ported. 

Republic of Georgia followed Georgian activists had hin+m* 


neighbouring Armenia Wednes- 
day in rejecting — at least tem- 
porarily — President Mikhail 
Gorbadhev’s decree to confiscate 
weapons from illegally armed 
groups. 

The TASS news agency quoted 


PEKING (R) — Chinese leaders 
and official newspapers cele- 
brated “Army Day” Wednesday 
with an outpouring of praise for 
the People's liberation Anny 
(PLA) and its crushing of pro- 
democracy demonstrations last 
year. uumoanoze as say 

The celebrations were, howev- would not be imptei 
er, restricted to speeches, news- the republic’s pariii 
paper commentaries and recep- work on Aug. 27. 
tions. It quoted him : 

Communist Party leader Jiang c onfi sca t ion of ill 


the railway, halting virtually all 
trains into the southern republic, 
to press demands for fair, multi- 
party elections scheduled for 
October. 


Stealth bomber programme. 

“I felt in the past that the 
committee would never get the 
menage. The world's c han g in g 
and even armed services can 
change,” Rep. Patricia Schroeder 
said Tuesday night after the tradi- 
tionally pro-Defence Department 
House Aimed Services Commit- 
tee approved the bill, 40-12. 

The committee’s recommenda- 
tion now goes to the full bouse for 
a vote, and must be approved by 
the House, Senate and the presi- 


was driving a jeep at dawn Tues- nh « near Bacolod on Negros Mandela and Slovo have scorn- 
day. jjnj fully dismissed foe charge as 

The report said Mendoza was Portions of the interview were 
transferring two detainees from a shown on foe Asahi television 
village jail to Sebaste when he network Wednesday evening. 
was attacked. He was accompa- The broadcast showed only a 
med by four of his children/ dose^up of hfizuno, who was in 


Lawmakers in Armenia voted dent before becoming few. 


Monday night to defy Gor- 


Co mm uni st Party chief Givi bachev’s order that illegally 
Gumbaridze as saying the decree armed groups throughout the 
would not be implemented before Soviet Union turn in their 
the republic’s pariument resumes weapons and disband, foe Arme- 
work on Aug. 27. man National Movement sakL 

It quoted him as saying die Spokesman Ovnes Muradian 


tions. It quoted trim as saying the Spokesman Ovanes Mnadfen 

Communist Party leader Jiang c onfis ca ti on of illegal weapons said foe Armenian parliament de- 
Zemin, making bis first Army g Pd ammunition could interfere tided the July 25 order “cootra- 
Day speech since becoming head with public d is cu ssioni of draft (Sets the natural right of the 
of foe parly Central Military laws on electoral reforms made Armenian people for self- 
Commissiou in April, stressed foe pn btic W ednesday. TASS <fid not defence.” 
army’s role in protecting com- elaborate. It afeo mffprftdrd Gorbachev's 

monism. Publication of the (haft fern decree in foe d wpn t cd region of 

“Especially last year when the also brought an end to six (fay* of Nagorno-Karabakh , a mostly 
life of the party and nation was picketing at the key railway junc- Armenian enclave inrife foe 
threatened, officers and men of Aon of Samtradia^the indepen- neighbouring republic of Azer- 
tbe PLA used their hot blood and dent news agency Postfactum re- boijan. 


loyalty to defend the party and 
Socialist system,” Jiang said. 

Jiang, a 64-year-old technocrat 
with no military background, also 
praised the role of his mentor, 
senior leader Deng Xiaoping, ■ 
who promoted him to party lead- OKA, Quebec (AP) — The city 


baijan. 


Canadian town rejects 
land deal with Mohawks 


“Hie administra tion has asked 
for more costly weapons that can 
possibly fit in the yean of dedm- 
ing defence bodies ahead,” sad 
co mm ittee Chairman Las Asptn. 

Schroeder and Aapin are 
De m oc r at s , who contro l Con- 
gress bat not the Rfhite House. 
Some Rep ub lic a n* gave the leg- 
islation low maria. 

“It stinks,” said Rep. William 
Didn rao p, ranking Republican 
on the committee. “I voted 
against it and I wifl strongly urge 
the president to veto it." 

The legislation, which the full 
House will consider in early 
September, slashes $24 billion 
from President George Bush’s 
proposal of $307 billion in miKt- 


er after the army put down pro- council here will not sell a dis- 
democracy protests in June 1989. puted piece of land destined for a 


OKA, Quebec (AP) — The city police. 

council here will not sell a <&- .. .. 

puted piece of land destined for a , 

Mohawk reservation to foe feder- *? d 8 e *“* Inch ® n b ® ITK ' adcs : but 


ai government until Indian barri- ^ gunbattle they have 

cades are dismantled. blockaded foe entrances to foe 

“We won’t sign until foe block- reservati on. M ans, manning 
ades come down,” said Mayor mea own fortified barricade, ao- 
Jean Ouellette, minutes after foe cax 5® > T^ l|g J® 
conclusion Tuesday of a stormy araouIlt 01 food brought into foe 
town meeting. reservation. 

Mohawks have been manning The federal government has 
barricades for months to stop a tried to resolve the standoff with 
golf course expansion onto what an offer to pay Oka $1.34 milKnn 
they say is ancestral land. On July for 27 hectares (67 acres) of land 
11, police stormed the barricades that had been slated to be added 
and a shooting battle erupted that to the local golf course. Another 
lolled a provincial police officer. $2.5 ntiDion had been offered to 
It is not (fear whether the officer compensate the town for lost 
was billed by Indians or fellow business opport u nities. 


Deng will be 86 this month. 

Western diplomats said Jiang de- 
pended on his support and foe 
army's backing for his survival. 

“Socialist modernisation needs 
a stable environment so we must 
keep a strong army and build a 
firm national defence,” Jiang said 
in a speech published by the anny 
newspaper Liberation Daily. Ex- 
tracts were also televised Tues- 
day. 

The Peking garrison, which 
took part in last year’s crack- 
down, was praised in the official 
Peking Evening News for its self- 
less devotion to the people. 

Apart from clearing rubbish, 

vegetables and coal, the soldiere After 100 days of Chamorro rule 

of Peking had donated 240,000 

yuan ($51,000) to next month’s MANAGUA, Nicaragua (AP) — eminent plan will be fulfilled and its figures on inflation public. 
Asian Games, foe newspaper With a frozen smile. President we will leave Nicaragua in com- But Vistazo Economico, 

_ . . nlata daawvnMi " M ■ c . J . __ 


Radio said. 


ary spending for the fiscal year Thinsday . 
b e ginni ng Oct. 1. ft also maxics a J Tne rcbels have been waging a 
drop from this year’s $3Q5-bfltioii 
defence allotment. 

The Senate is expected to take 
up its $289-biHion version of foe 
defence bill later this week. 

Among major provisions of foe 
House bfll is building no more 
than the 15 radar-evading, B-2 
Stealth bombers currently in de- 
velopment; a cut of $2.9 fellioa 
for the Strategic Defence Initia- 
tive; elimination of all money for 
two land-based nndear missile 
systems; and a cat of 129,500 
military personnel. 

Bush had called for two Stealth 
aircraft in fiscal 1991, $4.7 billion 
for SDI, commonly known as 
Star Wars; more than $2 billion 
for foe MX and Kfidgetman mis- 


nied by four of his children. doso-up of Mmmo, who was in 
It said Mendoza and three of need of a shave and a pp ea red to 
his children died on the spot and be tired, 
his fourth child and the two pris- In a separate development, the 

onen were injured and rushed to Phfiippme militaiy filed mmder hb evidence and urged him to 
a hospital. The report did not charges Wednesday against three drop Slovo from foe. ANC tom 
give the age* of the police chiefs U.S. g ov e rnm ent drug agents ao- due. to meet the government on 
children. cased in the kfflmg of a Philippine Ang. 6 far more .“talks abetet 

On Monday, sokfiers raided a colonel and two aides hispected talks,” on ending apartheid. 
rebel camp in the mountains of of selling heroin. 

Ihaha y tow n, 24 kilometres north a U.S. embassy spokesman 
of S ebaste, but found it aban- said die three Americans were 
Messed. Drug Enforcement Admmistra* 

A military report said the sol- tion (DEA) agents and were im- 
dfers found three huts that can mane from prosecution became 
accommodate 40 guerrillas. they had diplomatic status. 

On Negros Island, a three-day The trio, Philip Needham, 
ceasefire began Wednesday to Andrew Fenridk and Jake Fer- 
pave tiic way for the release of nandez, have left the country and 
U.S. Peace Corps volunteer have no immediate (dans to re- 
Timothy Swanson and Japa n ese torn, spokesman Stanley Schra- 
aid worker Frank) Mizuno. gcr said. 

Swanson was kidnapped on Thirteen m em bers of foe Phk 
Jane 13 and Miznno was Iippine National Bureau of Inves- 
abducted on May 29. Rebels said lig a tion (NBI) and policemen 
they would release their captives were also charged with murder in 


iso-up of Mizuno, who was in ^Crar^m^mtegrity as 

ederfa shave and appeared to ***** ***•&-■ 

: tired. The president smmnoned Mart- 

in a separate development, the defeat week to present him with 


talks,” on ending apartheid. 

.ft has since emerged that a 
“comrade joe” referred to in 
U.. .ui,* nrararo wo.c Comram*t Ru mina tes or; 
Drag Enforcement Administra- ^ meeting of alleged conspn- 
tion (DEA) agent * and were im- ^ ore '* , « Dot Slovo. Htepaspm 


nume from prosecution because 
they had diplomatic status. 

The trio, Philip Needham, 
Andrew Fenrich and Jake Fer- 


shows he was in Zanfoia at- foe 
time. 

The overall called Op- 

eration Villa, dated bade to 1987 


nandez, have left the country and and appeared to be part of a joint 
have no immediate plans to re- ANC-Communist Party strategy 
torn, spokesman Stanley Schra- to maintain underground activi- 
ger said. ties in case negtMiations faked. 

Thirteen m em bers of foe Phk Meanwhile two explosions 


' liTiTftj 1 ■ ’r-t ^didiif!t??il 
P ' -Wm V" ; ••* ■>" : 1 1 1 1 1 

il* d m ■ ’ -m 


ger said. ties m case negcMiations failed. 

Thirteen m em bers of foe Phk Meanwhile two explosions 
Iippine National Bureau of Inves- apparently earned by bombs 
tigation (NBI) and policemen rocked a store in Kempton Park 
were afeo charged with murder in 24 kilometres east of Johannes- 
the July 10 killing of Colonel burg Tuesday night, _ bat there 


Rolando de Guzman 


were no injuries, police said. 


Soviets launch new crew for Mir 


MOSCOW (R) — The Soviet Gennady Manakov is cranmander 
Union launched a new two-man of the mission, his first in space, 
crew to the orbiting Mir space Manakov, 40, is a qualified en- 
station Wednesday, Moscow gineer from O renbur g in the 


Reporting directly from the ^ nady Strekalov, the flight en- 
Baflconur launching pad at 0934 gineer, has been in space three 
GMT, the radio said there had times and. survived a fire on the 
been no problems with the lift- launch pad in 1983. 
off. The Soyuz-TMIO spacecraft The two men are due to spend 
would dock with Mir on Friday 132 days in orbit experimenting 
afternoon, .It added. with microelectronics, pro ducing 

The official Soviet News Agen- high-quality crystals and making 
cy TASS said later that the two space walks. They wQl re- 
launch, the seventh to the orbit- place Anatoly Solovyov ^and Ale- 
ing station, had taken place as xander Balandin, who will have 


Gennady Manakov fe commander Mir, in orbit since February 
of the mission, his first in space. 1986, is the core of a complex 
Manakov, 40, is a qualified en- including foe spaceship Soyuz- 
gineer from O renbur g in the TM9 and Modules Kvant, Kvant- 
southern Ural Mountains. Gen- 2 and KristalL Bot in the past few 
nady Strekalov, the flight cm- months it has been dogged by 
gineer, has been in space three tedbnkal problems. 

times and. survived a fire on the ^ ■ _ ’ 

launch pad in 1983. 380 So^vyav and 

The two men are dne to spend Bahmdm gent .evert boro m 
132 days in orbit experimenting spa 5? r T mrmg 1 ^ e msolatlon 
with microcfectnmics, produemg ,ast Thursday 

Ugb^oality ci^vtab and making 221 ? 



MS 


two space walks. They will re- 
place Anatoly Solovyov and Ale- 
xander Balandin, who sv31 have 


sites and a troop reduction of southern republic of Kazakhstan. 


scheduled from Baikonur in the spent six months in space if they 


38,000. 


Air Force Lieutenant-Cokmel 


retain to earth on schedule on 
Aug. 9. 


dose a faulty hatch on Kvant-2. 

Another team, including a 
Japanese cosmonaut, is to visit 
Mir by December, foe Soviet 
Armed Forces, dafly Krasnaya 
Zvezda said Tuesday. - 


After 100 days of Chamorro rule problems still loom as large as ever 


said. 

Western diplomats, who 
turned down official invitations to 


Violeta Barrios de Chamorro 
faced the TV camera from her 
rocking chair, doing her bit to 


join celebrations of the PLA’s j bolster ter government’s image. 


63rd birthday, said that beneath 
the rhetoric the armed forces 
were facing morale problems. 
Many Chinese people openly 


“If there's no criticism, there’s 
no democracy,” said the presi- 
dent It was one of ter typically 
simple answers to the complexity 


militants dug up paving stones to 
we will leave Nicaragua in com- But Vistazo Economico, a build barricades that paralysed 
plCtC weekly economic fact sheet, said Managua and dashed with right- 

The interview, and two others that based on its information wing squads of armed masked 
with Minister -of the Presidency fr om the Nicaraguan Insti t u te of men. 

Antonio Lacayo and Army Chi e f Statistics and Census the accumn- White an all-out revolt was 


Antonio Lacayo and Army Chief Statistics and Census the accumn- 
Gen. Humberto Ortega, were feted rate of inflation from Jan. 1 


voice their haired of foe anny, in- Nicaragua, where even some 
particular its leaders, for the vio- thought she could save foe 


unscheduled and «mamiDnnrw< 
thus missed by many, ft was 
another sign the young govern- 


to June 30 was 50639 per cent. 

ft said inflation from April 25 
to June 30 was 224 per cent and 


meat is still teaming the nuts and July’s rate was runnizig about 80 


lent way it ranted last year’s pro- 
tests. 

More than 200 people were 


killed, according to foe official P°£ *bicfa the bases of Nicar- 
tally. Diplomats and human a S ua ’ s recovery and reooncOia- 


who thought she could save the bolts of ruling. per cent. 

country are taming arid on her Failed expectations that Gha- Meanwhile, Chamorro’s coah- 

leadership. mono would quickly strive the tion is tortured by fractiousness. 

After 100 days in power, dur- country’s problems are leaving The 14 parties Tange from Com- 
ing which the bases of Nicar- her -government vulnerable to nnmists to the for right, 
agtta’s recovery and reconcilia- power grabs. The leftist Sandmistas remain 


per cent. 

Meanwhile, Chamorro’s coali- 
tion is tortured by fractioosness. 


rights organisations estimate that 
more than 1,000 died. 

Watches issued to soldiers by 
the Peking party branch and gov- 
ernment to commemorate the 
“crushing of the rebellion" can be 
bought in street markets. 

“The soldiers sold them to ns,” 
said one trader. A helmeted sol- 
dier is drawn in profile on the 
watch face. 

Fearing disunity within the 
army, the party has launched a 
tidal wave of propaganda at the 
3.5 million-strong PLA. Political 
studies have taken priority over 
training. 


tion were to have been laid, the 
problems loom as large as ever. 
Chamorro's pro-U-S. govera- 


power grabs. The leftist: Sandmistas remain 

It was ter own officials, parti- by far the single largest party in 
culariy Central Bank President foe country. They control key 
Fra ncis co Mayorga, who bmlt ex- labour unions, the army and foe 


inflation. There are also efahn« 
the government has entered sec- 
ret pacts to share power with the 
strong and hostile Sandmistas, 


days in which the new administra- 
tion would collar inflation. The 
100 days end Friday. 
Nicaragua’s currency, the cor- 


whom Chamorro’s coalition defe- doba, has been devalued 25 times 


Chamorro s pro-U-S. govern- Francisco Mayorga, who bmlt ex- labour unions, the army and foe 
meat fares a huge battle against pectations about a magical 100 police, and are making headway 
inflation. There are also claims days in which the new administra- on their threat to “role from 
the government has entered sec- tion would collar inflation. The below.” 
ret pacts to share power with the 100 days end Friday. The Sandimsfaw have ward on 

strong and hostile Sandmistas, Nicaragua’s currency, die cor- inflation as an excuse fin two 
whom Chamorro’s coalition defe- doba, has been devalued 25 tunes politically motivated major 
ated in February elections. ance Chamorro took over foe strikes, he last of which, in July, 
In foe television interview, presidency on April 25. The gov- nearly turned into a ovil war and 
Chamorro used ter homey, gen- ernment’s ending of {nice coo- showed -yet a grifi that they can 
tie style, to once again ask tnris and subsidies has sent foe mobilise their s up p o rter s at will. 
Nicaraguans to have faith in ter. price of staples and basic services “For three days there was no 
“I have been <m power) for sky-high. government here,” a senior 

only three months and I hare six The central bank, Nicaragua’s Sooth American diplomat said of 
years to go,” she said. “My gov- Federal Reserve, refosed to make - foe last strike. Armed 'Sandunsta 


averted, foe government’s timor- 
ous and unstable image was rein- 
forced. Businessmen say that has 
scared away some of the foreign 
and domestic investment on 
which Chamorro had been count- 
ing to jump-start the economy. 

“I've been talking with foe 
powerful families, foe people of 
money, and they are starting to 
say they are sorry they backed 
Dona Violeta,” the diplomat 
said. 

Ramiro Gordian, a cattle and 
cotton businessman who initially 
supported the Chamorro govem- 


But Godoy’s com plaining has 
further estranged him from Cha- 
morro, who advocates modera- 
tion and dialogue. 

“What I find is that while there 
is a genera] feefing they want ter 
to be tougher, nobody is quite 
sure of how to go about doing it,” 
a senior European (fijriomat said. 

In the latest strike, as in toe 
first strike in May, Chamorro 
capitulated to Sandimsta de- 
mands for pay raises for public 
employees. She also stopped 
plans to return state-confiscated 
lands to pri v a te hands. 

The further incensed her sup- 
porters, who again charged she 
had made a secret deal with the 
leftist gov e r nm ent foe ousted in 
foe Feb. 25 vote. She replaced. 
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ated in February elections. 


rince Chamorro took over foe 


In foe television interview, presidency on April 25. The gov- 
Chamorro used ter homey, gen- ernment’s ending of {nice coo- 
tie style, to once again ask tnris and subsicKes has sent the 
Ntearaguans to hare faith in ter. price of staples and basic services 
“I hare teen (in power) for sky-high, 
only three months and I hare six The central bank, Nicaragua’s 


ment, said many potential inves- Sandimsta President Daniel Ortc- 
tons are telling him thing s look a £&* Humberto Ortega’s brother, 
tittle too unstable for them to when she was inaugurated on 
invest now. ■ April 25. - - 

Vice President \Trg3fo Godoy “There is no secret pact,” said 
has criticis ed the S andmistas but Lacayo, who is Chamorro’s son- 
has also- expressed impatience m-few and is widely considered to 
with what he calk foe govern- be foe person who molds her 
meat’s foot-dragging in privatis- pofides. “What we have had is an 
mg state enterprises. Many understanding ... the transition 
Nicaraguan business people say (of power) goes beyond April 
Godqy*s complaints are valid, 25 .** 


Violeta Chamorro 

Lacayo tried to portray foe 
resohition of foe strike as a moral: 
victory. - 

Ortega, who co mmand ed foe 
military during foe Sandmistas' 
rate, has been, skilfulty rfavmi 
both sides. • 

He has pfeefeed to help Cha- 
inono’s government while saying 
his sokfiers .wlti never fire upon 
the people. ^ 

His continued presence as 
anny chief is a major irritant fo 
Chamorro supporters.- - 
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Provisional government lashes out at Sabah family 
Sheikh Jaber in Saudi Arabia, Crown Prince vows resistance 


Iraq orders full mobilisation, warns against foreign intervention 


King stresses need to 


Deputies, public figur 


T/n Qr^arA in 
csjusiCli. 111 


Kuwait calls for Arab action at foreign ministers’ Cairo meeting 
Security Council condemns attack, calls on Iraq to withdraw 
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Iraqi action sparks International outcry, calls for dialogue 

Oil, dollar and gold soar in frenzied international markets 
Syria puts armed forces on alert, Israel perceives ‘Iraqi threat’ 
Soviets suspend arms to Iraq, superpowers plan joint statement 

Man in the street cautious about foreign intervention 


Sheikh Fahd among estimated 200 casualties in palace defence 
U.S. freezes Iraqi and Kuwaiti assets, 
orders battleships into Indian Ocean 
How a crisis over oil prices and 
production turned into take-over 
Iraq says it will withdraw from 
Kuwait in a matter of days or weeks 


Kuwaitis visiting Jordan 

express shock and surprise 
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Kuwait provisional government issues first 


BEIRUT (R) — Syria put its 
army on high alert on Thursday 
after its long-standing foe Iraq 
invaded Kuwait, pro-Syrian 
security sources in Lebanon and 
travellers from Damascus said 


“Divisions of the Syrian army 
were put on high alert in Syria in 
the wake of the Iraqi invasion of 
Kuwait. Syria cancelled ail leaves 
and vacations of its soldiers in all 
military sectors ,' 1 the sources told 
Reuters. 

Syrian President Hafez Al- 
Assad called for an emergency 
Arab summit to deal with the 
Iraqi take-oveT of Kuwait. 


Israel perceives 
‘Iraqi threat’ 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — Israeli 
Defence Minister Moshe Arens 
said Thursday that Israel was 
ready to meet any “military 
threat” posed by Iraq but would 
not take action unless attacked. 

Arens contended Iraq's inva- 
sion of Kuwait proved Iraqi Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein was “a 
threat to the entire world." 

Other officials said Iraq’s inva- 
sion, following threats against 
Kuwait, made even more serious 
Iraq’s warning to respond with 
chemical weapons to an Israeli 
nuclear attack on Iraq or other 
Arab states. 

“Once he has made good on 
one (threat) you can’t ignore the 
others,” said Yossi Olmert, direc- 
tor of the government press 
office. 

Israel issued an official state- 
ment condemning the Iraqi inva- 
sion of its Gulf neighbour as a 
“blatant act of aggression,” and 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir 
was said to be watching the situa- 
tion in Kuwait carefully. 

Arens, a leading member of 
Shamir's right-wing Likud bloc, 
said in an interview with NBC 
television that Iraq might not stop 
with Kuwait. 

“Iraq wfll be looking around 
for other targets," he said. “For- 
tunately we are prepared and 
strong, and I think we can deter 
him.” 

He added in a separate Inter- 
view on the ABC network: 
“There will be an Israeli response 
only if Iraq takes aggressive ac- 
tion against Israel." 

Avi Pazner, a spokesman for 


Shamir, also said, “Israel doesn't 
need to take an active stand in 
this conflict now.” 

However, a government official 
who briefed re p or te rs on the 
basis of anonymity said that Iraq 
was aware erf “red lines” that 
could not be crossed without 
bringing an Israeli military re- 
sponse. 

Labour Party Leader Shimon 
Peres said Israel should tell Iraq, 
“Israel isn’t Iran and Israel isn’t 
Kuwait, and if (it) tries to attack 
us. (it) will get what be de- 
serves." 


W. Bank reaction 


In the occupied West bank and 
Gaza Strip, Palestinians listened 
anxiously to radios Thursday for 
news of Kuwait, where an esti- 
mated 300,000 Palestinians are 
foreign workers. 

Radwan Abu Ayyash, head of 
the Arab Journalists Association, 
said most Palestinians viewed 
Irarq’s attack as misdirected. 
“Arms should not be used against 
Arabs, only against enemies of 
Arabs,” he said. 

Saeb Erekat, a political science 
professor at the A1 Najah Uni- 
versity in the West Bank, noted 
that many Palestinians had 
admired Iraq for its warnings to 
Israel. 

He said he understood Israel’s 
worry about Iraq since Iraq was 
changing the balance of power in 
the Middle East. 

“I think Saddam is drawing a 
new map of the Arab World,” be 
said. 


Iran calls for 
Iraqi withdrawal 


TEHRAN (R) — Iran, which 
fought an eight-year war with 
Iraq, Thursday condemned Bagh- 
dad’s invasion of Kuwait. 

A Foreign Ministry statement 
read on Iranian Television de- 
manded an immediate Iraqi with- 
drawal. 

It said the invasion could open 
the way for big power interven- 
tion in the region. 

Kuwait was one of Baghdad’s 
staunchest backers during the 
1980-88 Iran-Iraq war. 

Earlier Thursday. President 
Ali Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani 
chaired a meeting of the National 
Security Council to discuss the 
invasion. 

Tehran Radio said “appropri- 
ate decisions, were made” at the 
meeting which was attended by 
top military commanders. It did 
not elaborate. 

“The Foreign Ministry of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran, reject- 
ing any resort to force as a solu- 
tion to regional conflicts, consid- 
ers Iraq’s military action against 
Kuwait at variance with stability 


and security in the sensitive re- 
gion of the ‘Persian’ Gulf,” the 
statement said. 

It said foe invasion could “pre- 
pare grounds for the presence of 
expansionist foreign powers,” in 
the region. 

Iran demanded “the immediate 
return of Iraqi forces behind in- 
ternationally recognised borders 
and resolution of differences in a 
peaceful manner.” 

Iran officially remains at war 
with Iraq although fighting stop- 
ped two years ago under a cease- 
fire brokered by the United Na- 
tions. 


Both Tehran and Baghdad said 
chances of a final settlement im- 
proved after Iraqi President Sad- 
dam Hussein wrote a letter to dm 
Iranian leadership in May to 
propose direct peace talks. 

The Iranian news agency 
IRNA said Kuwait’s top envoy in 
Tehran met Deputy Foreign 
Minister Hossein Sheikholeslam 
and briefed him on the attack. It 
gave no details. 


Kuwait demands 


(Continued from page 3) 


league members, in the event of 
military aggression against any of 
them, to “take, individually and 
collectively, all steps available, 
including foe use of armed force, 
to repel foe aggression and res- 
tore security and peace.” 

Lebanese Prime Minister and 
Foreign Minister Salim A1 Hoss 
told reporters his country sup- 
ported Kuwait and urged that the 
league condemn the invasion and 
demand the immediate withdraw- 
al of Iraqi troops from Kuwait. In 
remarks sharply critical of the 
invasion, Hoss said: 

“We do not see any justifica- 
tion for what happened, whatever 
the arguments and pretexts,” he 
said. 

The Arab ministers were in 
Cairo to attend the O rganisati on 
of Islamic Conference’s, (OIC) 
foreign ministers meeting. The 22 
members of foe Arab League are 


all members of the Islamic con- 
ference. 

The league session was chaired 
by Farouk Qaddounri, director of 
the Palestine liberation Orga- 
nisation’s (FLO) political depart- 
ment. The PLO is correct chair- 
man of the 45-year-old league. 

Saudi Arabian Foreign Minis-' 
ter Prince Saud A1 Faisal, also in 
Cairo for the Islamic conference, 
met Thursday morning with rep- 
resentatives of other members of 
the Gulf Cooperation Cornual 
(GCC) to discuss the Iraqi inva- 
sion. Egyptian Foreign Minister 
Esmat Abdul Meguid partici- 
pated although his country is not 
a GCC member. 

The GCC comprises Saudi 
Arabia, Kuwait, the United Arab 
Emirates, Qatar, Bahrain and 
Oman. 

Reporters saw several dele- 
gates leaving the session to tele- 
phone their capitals and then 
returning to the confemece ball. 


communique, lashes out at Sabah regime 


In Damascus, Syrian officials 
said Assad chaired a meeting of 
the ruling coalition few hours 
after the invasion. 

The officials gave no details but 
diplomats described the meeting' 
as important and said it would 
centre on the invasion. 

The official Syrian news agency 
SANA said Foreign Minister 
Farouq A1 Sharaa, in Cairo for an 
Islamic ministers conference, met 
the head of Kuwait’s delegation- 
to the meeting to discuss the 
invasion. 

It said Sharaa also met the 
foreign ministers of Egypt and 1 
Saudi Arabia for similar talks. 


AMMAN — The provisional government of Kuwait, which 
assumed power following the Iraqi army’s takeover of .the 
coon try, on Thursday issued a communique in winch it 
foe Sabah government and explained foe situation leading up to 
the takeover. 

The new government is believed to be headed by former 
Parliament Speaker Ahmad Sa’adoun and former deputy Ahmad 
A1 Khatib azid Nasser A1 Ahmad Sabah (who is a brother of the 
deposed emir and a former minister of information who has been 
at loggerheads with his brothers). 

Following are major excerpts from the ccnnmuirique, which was 
carried by the Iraqi News Agency yesterday: 


For tens of years and since the 
dawn of freedom and independ- 
ence in our Arab land, foe 
Kuwaitis have been looking for- 
ward to freedom and have been 
waiting for the opportunity to 
contribute towards achieving the 
Arabs’ goals of unity, liberation 
and renaissance, sharing their 
Arab brethren’s aspirations in 
restoring the usurped rights in 
Palestine. 

The Kuwaitis were hoping that 
foe independence we achieved 
after a tiresome struggle and 
great sacrifices of the nationalist 
Kuwaitis, would herald the begin- 
ning to achieving their hopes and 
aspirations. 

However, the foreign imperial- 
ists ruled foe country, looted its 
wealth and humilitated its people 
before foe independence, either 
directly or indirectly, through 
their allies — some of foe rulers 
from A1 Sabah family who im- 
posed their dictatorship on 
Kuwait 

The formulas imposed on the 
country to hide facts did not pay 
off, and were soon exposed by 
the Kuwaiti people, because they 
were void of any teal content and 
were merely a false cover for the 
dynastic regime. 

The people have found out that 


this clique was determined to 
seize power, loot the country’s 
wealth in complicity with a few, 
isolated mercenaries, counting in 
the first place cm foreign powers. 

These facts have been proved 
and enhanced by successive ex- 
periences. The fabrication of 
elections, foe imposition of their 
will, the persecution of patriots 
were the dominating characteris- 
tics of A1 Sabah regime and their 
quislings. 

When the people were able to 
impose their free will in the (mid- 
eighties) parliamentary elections, 
which brought about a national 
block of parliamentarians who 
exposed the tyrant regime and its 
suspect policies and malpractices 
that gobbled up foe country’s 
wealth and linked it with foe 
imperialist interests and circles, 
and distributed the people’s 
wealth to their relatives and kins, 
foe government could not help 
hearing the people’s opinion and 
the voices of the sincere Kuwaiti 
people. The ruling family disre- 
garded the c ons tituti on dissolved 
parliament, imposed a ’state of 
terror, confined freedom and de- 
prived people of their means of 
livelihood. 


Dear Gtizens of Kuwait, 


This tyrapt oppressive cfiqse. 
and its constitution, and allies 
have been acting as servants for 
die foreigners before ^ mdepemd- 
ence and have remained so after 
independence. 

This clique has linked all our 
interests with foreign interests 
and even with the well-known 
Zionsxt interests; it has publicly 
looted the country’s wealth and 
distributed it among its. men and 
allies to spend on their desires. 
and lust,' thus (tiling the reputa- 
tion of the Kmfoaiti people and its 
Islamic Arab morals and values. 

These rulers have deposited 
billions of our wealth in foreign 
banks and have linked our invest- 
ments with the interests of Zion- 
ist aides. Needles to say that aD 
the courageous Kuwaiti people 
know that several members of the 
Sabah family, such as Sabah 
Ahmad A1 Jabcr (the emir), were 
the closest allies and friends of 
foe imperialists, not only in our 
country, but also throughout the 
Arab Nation. They coordinated 
with the imperialists and took 
part in plotting against the Arab 
Nation and its noble cause. 

The latest of their conspiracies 
was directed against Iraq, foe 
Arab country which has defended 
the Eastern fanlr of the Arab 
Nation. 

The political, economic, social 
and security crisis which our na- 
tion is passing through is not but a 
planned c onspira cy, carried ont 
by that oppressive clique and the 
mercenaries in their service, with 
the aim of weekenmg Kuwait, 
making it a feeble entity, and a 
continuous target for foreign 
forces. 

This was aimed at raising the 
concerns and fears of people. 


.thus distracting them, from criti- 
cising the corruption and mal- 
practices of the government 
which wanted them to surrender 
their wxQ to it • 

The conspiracy has foiled, since 
the Kuwaiti people will . not 
accept these ffl-haiboured inten- 
sions and win not accept the 
injustice to continue forever. 

The Kuwaiti people will . not 
accept to leave their country an 
easy prey to the foreigners and a 
place for the corrupted and their 
marceaaries to tamper with. 

The people has voiced their 
opinion by all forms of rejection' 
and legitimate denunciation. - 

Elections demonstrated the 
Kuwaiti people’s, will, but the 
tyrant rulers have resorted again 
to tenor aul oppression and fab- 
rication of facts by forming the 
f&rcicai “national council” which 
has rejected and redoved with 
disgust on the part of the people. 

Enough is enough. Our people 
are no longer able to endure any 
further oppression, corruption, 
conspiracies and falsehoods. The 
nationalist powers, which re- 
jected oppression, tyranny, cor- 
ruption and have resisted the 
regime which is attached to the 
imperialist and Zionist circles, 
have decided to assume power 
and to overthrow the Sabah gov- 
ernment. 

We declare the overthrow of 
Jabcr Ahmad Jaber and Saad 
Abdullah Salem and the merce- 
naries in their pay from all their 
posts and we declare the dissolu- 
tion Of ttm» nntimial m nnril a rut 

the formation of a free govern- 
ment in Kuwait 

This will be a provisional gov- 
ernment to take: charge of all 
responsibilities and legislative ^ 


and executive authorities m the. 
country during foe transitional 
period. 

The . new' government wpl epr. 
sure stability in Kuwait and pave 
foe way. for free parliamentary 
elections. The elections will 
choose a council that will repre- 
sent the people and decide cm the 
form of the new regime in the 
country.. . . 

The new Kuwaiti government. 
wiD feat and fore m ost deal with 
its duties and responsibilities and 
ft will do Its best to remove all. 
damage done by foe former reg- 
ime against Iraq and . the Iraqi 
people. It wifi also deal promp tly 
with the border issue with Iraq on 

the husk nf intw atf and tn 

a bid to safeguard the. higher 
national mteirest. 

As of todaya-new era begins in 
Kuwait, an era of sincere and 
serious work .to establish free-, 
dom, democracy, justice and 
' prosperity for the Kuwaiti sode? . 
ty. Today we begin the serious 
task of contributing towards sen*-' 
mg the causes of the Arab Wodd 
and destiny. . 

The transitional free govern- 
ment of Kuwait calls on yon to 
extort support for the. -uprising, 
carried out by. your free brothers. . 

The government assures the 
foreign ritizens living in the coun- 
try of its utmost keenness on 
protecting their rights and in- 
terests, their dignity and security, 
and calls on them to exercise self 
r estr aint and to abide by foe 
instructions and directives issued 
by the new government. 

The transitional free govern- 
ment of Kuwait also warns that it 
will strike with an iron, hand 
^against all those dements frying 
to tamper with the country's 


security add stabdity dr trying to' 
help im p lem e n t enemy plots. 

. The new transitional free gov- 
ernment of Kuwait declares its 
fifo cbmrnitttem - to aD treaties 
binding Kuwait to foe Arab and 
Islamic Nation and foe interna- 
tional community; especially the 
Arab League Charter and the 
joint Arab defence pact and eco- ft- 
nonne cooperation with fife Arab 


It also dcdarcs itsfitil conmiit- 
.ineot to the United Nations Char- 
ter, foe Orga nisa tion of-' Islamic . 
Conference and . foe Gulf Coop- 
eration Council. It also pledges to 
honour all treaties concluded 
with other- Arab countries. 

■ The Kuwaiti government 
announces, its total <tommxtmeiit 
to honour aff financial obligations 
toothcrimtiohsaitoorgjmisa- 
tions on the baste of reciprocity. 
But the g overnm ent warns that it 
will take firm action against any 
foreign power which tries to in- 
terfere in any way in Kuwait's 
internal affairs. "■ 

We wain the' foreign powers 
who had conspired with' the • 
ousted regime to realise that the 
people of ..Kuwait backed by the 
Arab masses everywberewffl de- 
fend then country and dignity £-. 
until the ^ttfobp^df-theic bipod. 

The Knwdtis wfll not be deter-: 
red Iby foreign threats mid con- 
spiracies and reject any pretext 
foreign powers would invoke hi 
order to in te rfe r e forectiy or in- 
directly fr foe country's affairs. 

We warn foreign powers which 
might try to launch an aggression 
against tile Arab World In a bid 

to i m pn M htfriy awl hiy mnny 

on foe Arabs, that afltbe Arabs 
wiU.realtytofi^theei^x^and 
all ravawSfflg foreign forcesinthc 
event of any aggresfioa.— 


Kuwaitis visiting Jordan 
voice shock and surprise 




By Mariam sa—hm 

and Jonmanp Halasa 

AMMAN — Kuwaiti citizens 
visiting Jordan expressed sur- 
prise and shock over the 
takeover of Kuwait by -Iraqi, 
forces early Thursday mom-, 
■“Hng. Many expressed worry 
over the welfare of their fami- 
lies and friends bade home. 

Kuwaiti embassy officials 
said dial the border between 
Saudi Arabia and Kuwait was 
still open through Dammam. 

Asked in a telephone inter- 
view if the Kuwaiti govern- 
ment expected help from other 
Arab nations, a senior Kuwaiti 
embassy official said: “We ex- 
pect aD Arab countries to help 
because we have been in- 
vaded.” 

Scores of Kuwaiti nationals 
wearing their distinct white dis- 
bdashes were seen in many 
street comers and around the 
Kuwaiti embassy in Jabal Am- 
man. Some of them were en- 
gaged in speculation over what 
lay in store for their country, 
while others kept a pointed 
silence. 

Groups of Kuwaitis con- 
verged on the embassy since 
early morning hours as news 
broke of the surprise Iraqi 
military operation and wanted 
to know when telephone lines 
would open to Kuwait and the 
border and airport would be 
receiving incoming passengers.. 

The senior official at the 
embassy confirmed that many 
Kuwaitis had come to ask for 
information and advice. “We- 
advise that Kuwaitis stay in 
Jordan for the time being; if 
they wish to leave for Saudi 
Arabia , for example, ft wfll be 
at their own risk,” foe official 
told foe Jordan Times. 


One Kuwaiti official visiting 
Jordan who asked to remain 
anonymous said, ‘Iraq and 
Kuwait were on good terms. 
We hope that everything will 
go back to normal very soon.” 

“Kuwait has always been. &:• 
peaceful nation. We hope that 
foe Iraqi forces will withdraw,” 
said tiie official, who said tha* 
he . would remain here till 
“things got bade to normal.” 

Almost aD Kuwaitis on vaca- 
tion in Jordan said that they 
expected to return home im- 
mediately to Kuwait. While 
some said they would wait till 
the airport opened others took 
planes to Jeddah and Riyadh in 
Saudi Arabia. 

“From Saudi Arabia it will 
be easier to get back to 
Kuwait,” said one Kuwaiti 
who was on vacation in Jordan. 

Only one Kuwaiti citizen in- 
terviewed by the Jordan Times 
said that he was not surprised 
by the Iraqi move, “we are 
Arab brothers and it is unlikely 
that there will be any problem 
in coming to a peaceful solu- 
tion, inshallah,” said the 
Kuwaiti tourist as he headed 
for foe airport. 

One Kuwaiti woman who 
had arrived in Jordan Thurs- 
day at noon said she was devas- 
tated. “I cannot comprehend 
what has happened. It is very 
painful,” she said as tears rol- 
led down her cheeks. 

Some Kuwaitis refused to 
speak to the press, evidently 
worried, about the consequ- 
ences of anything they may 
say. “We have nothing to talk 
about. We hope everything 
will go back to normal,” said 
one Kuwaiti in the lobby of a 
five-star hotel in Amman. 

One Kuwaiti expressed his 
anger by saying, “Iraq has 


wanted to take this step for a 
long time. Now it has achieved 
its goal.” 

Another Kuwaiti reacted 
sarcastically. “Rfell, at least it’s 
Iraq arid not Iran 'that has 7 
■ come for a visit to Kuwait,” 
said. 




One Kuwaiti rushing to 
Saudi Arabia s umme d up what 
seemed to reflect foe general 
mood of Kuwaitis in Jordan: 
“It’s like a dream.” 

There was no immediate 
estimate of the number of 
Kuwaitis visiting Jordan this 
•summer. 

Demonstrations in Cairo 

Kuwaitis protested die Iraqi 
takeover in Cairo, as scores of 
angry Kuwaitis shouted “long 
live Kuwait" and “down with 
Iraq” in front of a Cairo hotel 
which was hosting an Arab 
foreign ministers meeting. 

The de m o nstra tors appealed 
to foe Kuwaiti minister of 
state, Abdul Rahim A! A wadi, 
who asked them to remain 
calm, Reuter reported. 

One Kuwaiti, who declined 
to give his name, told repor- 
ters: “We want to die at home 
not abroad. The least they 
coulddo for us is to reopen the 
airport.” 
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“fcaq and Kuwait were on good terns. We hope font everyfoing wffl go lmdc to no^” 
— Kuwaiti official stranded in Jordan 
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KUWAIT(Agcndes) — inup 
forces stormed into Kuwait 
*nmiid^ cwtrirfKixnmg the tiny 
state’s defence*. The fanmaan 
ootragod tbc West, scot Arab 
states into speediksasbock and 
drove foe price of .oil np 15 per 
cent on world markets. 

The emir eseaped to Saudi 
. Arabia. Htt envoy in Washington 
called for American nuhtazy in- 
tervention. 

. D iploma t ic sources is foe Gulf 
estimated more than 200 
Kuwaitis were killed or wounded, 
raaixily from the Republican 
Guard which bore die mam branx 
of the invasion. 

Egypt’s Middle East News 
Agency (MENA) quoted witnes- 
ses ha Kuwait as saying Sheikh 
Ftabd A1 Ahmad A1 Sabah, one of 
the emir’s brothers, was killed 
while hying to defend the royal 
palace in Dasman. The rep o rt 
could not be independently con-, 
firmed. ' 

Italy's ambassador to Kuwait 
said later that Iraqi forces 
appeared to control Kuwait Chy 
and fighting had died down. 

“It's all very calm now/* 
Ambassador Marco Colombo 
said. 

“Fighting., went on into Thurs- 
day afternoon but we’ve heard 
nothing in the past hour/’ he told 
Reuters in a telephone interview 
at 1845 GMT. 

“The Iraqis appear to be in 
control now. There were fighter 
planes and helicopters above the 
city until about 1100 GMT, but 
the skies have been empty since 
then," he said. 

The United States sent an air- 
craft carrier to the region, froze 
Iraqi and Kuwaiti assets in Amer- 
ica, banned oil imports from 


‘very calm* after fighting dies down 


. Iraq and joined a chorus of inter- 
national condemnation of Iraq. 

Kuwait, through its smbmsa- 
- dor in Washington, appealed to 
the United States and other alli^ 
' to send military forces to drive 
out the Iraqi troops. 

But the government of Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein warned 
that it would turn Kuwait into a 
“graveyard" if anyone tried to 

intervene. 

Tbe United Nations called on 
Iraq to withdraw its forces im- 
mediately. 

fa Baghdad , tbc Revolutionary 
Comman d Council led by Presi- 
dent Hussein issued a statement 
saying tbc emir had been over- 
thrown and Iraq intervened in 
support of “the provisional gov- 
ernment of free Kuwait.” 

It said the government was 
made up of “revolutionary 
youths." But the invasion follows 
three weeks of threats by Bagh- 
dad and the massing of over 
100,000 troops at its border in a 
dispute over borders and oil 
prices. 

Baghdad Television issued 
several communiques from the 
provisional government promis- 
ing to work out the problems with 
Iraq, banning all navel to and 
from Kuwait ami dosing it to sea 
traffic. It also asked Iraq to help 
mamtian security. 

One communique said the new 
government was in “foil control 
erf Kuwait Chy" and added; “The 
rule of corruption and terrorism 
exercised by the clique of the 
former government has gone 
once and fat all.” 

Operating from an unknown 
location. Sheikh Jabcr’s govern- 
ment responded to the formation 
of the provisional government by 


stating: 

"Kuwait is Kuwait to its peo- 
ple, led by the emir. Sheikh Jaber, 
and his Crown Prince Sheikh 
Saad. God preserve them from all 
barm.” 

Iraqi tanks and troops struck 
across the frontier at 2 a.m. (2300 
GMT) after Kuwait refused at 
crisis talks in Saudi Arabia to 
heed Iraqi demands in a two- week 
quarrel over land, oil and loans. 


Iraqi troops reached tbc centre 
of Kuwait City within hours and 
key installations including the 
Central Bank. 

All oil export terminals closed, 
choking off shipments which, 
under an OPEC agreement 
negotiated last month, were 
being reduced to a quota of 1.5 
milli on barrels a day. 

But in late afternoon Kuwaiti 
forces were reported still fighting 
fiercely in pockets outside tbc 
capital. Some radio and television 
transmitters were broadcasting 
passionate calls for resistance and 
appeals for help. 

Crown Prince Sheikh Saad who 
is also prime minister, broadcast 
to the nation Thursday night 
pledging to fight Iraqi troops "un- 
til wc dean their treachery from 
our land." 
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The broadcast did not come 
from the country's main transmit- 
ters in the capital which had been 
captured by Iraqi troops. Sheikh 
Saad was earlier reported to have 
fled with his cousin, the emir, to 
Saudi Arabia. 

“Our valiant sons mil rebuff 
the aggression and we shall all 
stand behind them as one man to 
defend our beloved Kuwait and 
protea it with our sotib and 
beam,” be said. 


Iraq called thousands of re- 
serve troops to arms. 

Baghdad said it struck to sup- 
port young Kuwaiti revolutionar- 
ies who had overthrown the emir 
and set up the “free provisional 
government.” Proclamations 
were broadcast in the name of the 
new regime but none of its mem- 
bers were identified. 

The United Nations Security 
Council met before dawn and 
demanded unconditional with- 
drawal of the Iraqi forces. 

But most Arab governments in 
the region reacted only with stun- 
ned silence. 


Many Arab foreign ministers 
were in Cairo for an Islamic 
conference. They called a hasty 
meeting to hear Kuwait's appeals 
for an emergency summit and 
armed intervention but deferred 
action, waiting for instructions 
from their governments. 

The U.N. Security Council's 
only Arab member, Yemen, did 
not take part in the vote conde- 
mning Iraq. Most Arab govern- 
ments, including Kuwait, sup- 
ported Iraq in its Gulf war with 
Iran. 

News of the invasion sent oil 
prices to their highest levels in 


four years. Almost 25 per cent of 
world oil comes from the Gulf. 
. Iraq and Kuwait together pro- 
duce seven per cent. 

London September futures for 
the world benchmark crude oil. 
North Sea brent blend, touched 
334 per barrel, op 3.20 from 
Wednesday and the highest brent 
has been since January 1986. 

In New York, the September 
futures contract for light U.S. 
crude began S1.96 higher at 
23,50. 

World prices have risen almost 
S9 a barrel since the Iraq -Kuwait 
crisis flared last month. 

The market feared an econo- 
mic, if not a shooting war, over 
Iraq and Kuwait oil. 

President George Bush slapped 
a trade embargo on Iraq, a major 
oil supplier. Diplomats at NATO 
headquarters in Brussels said he 
was asking the Western military 
alliance to “cripple Iraq totally... 
by refusing to buy any of their 
oil.” 

The United States, Britain and 
France impounded Kuwaiti assets 
to deny them, in a British minis- 
ter’s phrase, to a “puppet reg- 
ime” being set up in Kuwait. 

London analysis estimate 
Kuwait's overseas investments at 
£ 55 billion, mostly in stocks, 
bonds and real estate. 

The American aircraft carrier 
Independence and six escort ships 
In the Indian Ocean headed to- 
wards the Gulf area, where eight 
other U.S. navy ships were 
already on high alert. 

Iraq’s million-man army is the 
strongest in the Arab World and 
battle-hardened by its bloody 
1980-88 war with Iran. 

Kuwait is one of the richest 
rations in the world with vast oil 
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Iraq says it will leave 


Kuwait in a matter of weeks 


ackft* 


WASHINGTON (R)— Iraq said 
Thursday it hoped to withdraw its 
• forces from.Knwait in afew days 
or. weeks at tbc latest and if. 
rejected any foreign intervention 
in the crisis. 

,?Tbe Iraqi forces will be with- 
drown as soon as the situation is 
settled down and as soon as the 
five government of Kuwait has so 
/Wished,” said a statemexztread to 
.-reporte r s at the Iraqi, embassy 
' here- by^ Iraqi Ambassador 
“ Mohammad AL Mashat. 

: “We hope . that tins. w3L- be a 
matter of a few days or a few 
weeks at foe. latest,” be said, 
adding that ‘it is tq> to the people 
of : Kuwait to determine, in the 
end, -their own affairs.” 


. He refused to take reporters’ 
questions, saying be had nothing 
to add to his statement. 

Kuwait appealed to foe United 
States Thursday for military 
assistance to help oust the Iraqi 
troops who crossed into Kuwait 
early Thursday and seized control 
of the reipfo»i Iraq said it moved 
in support of Kuwaiti revolu- 
tionaries. 

Kuwait said its leaders were 
-safe and organising resistance. It 
said it needed international help 

to . survive. 

■ The Iraqi statement said Iraq 
rejects “any foreign interference 
in the current events. Such in- 
terference wiH only aggravate the 
situation.” 


“The events currently occur- 
ring In Kuwait are an internal 
affair with which Iraq has no 
relation,” it said. 

"Their interim free govern- 
ment has asked the Iraqi govern- 
ment to extend assistance for the 
maintenance of law and order 
with a view to sparing the people 
of Kuwait any harm,” the state- 
ment said. 

It said Iraq had decided to 
extend this assistance. 

“The Iraqi g o ver nm ent vigor- 
ously reaffirms that Iraq harbours 
no special objective in Kuwait 
and is desirous of establishing 
relations of fraternity and good 
neighbourliness with it,” it said. 


Security Council condemns 


attack, urges Iraqi pullout 


V 


. UNITED NATIONS (Agencies) 
The U.N. Security Council 
~-sm0iy condemned Iraq’s inva- 
sion of .Kuwait Thursday, deman- 
yding an unconditional withdrawal 
- ctf Iraqi troops and caBing for 
immediate negotiations between 

- foe-countries. 

5 The- Iraqi envoy said his coun- 
ties troops would withdraw “as 
' soon, as the situation is stable,” 

■ perhaps within “a few days or 
-'some weeks.” 

The Security Council resofti- 
V~tkw ''-'was adopted 14-0 .in an 
7 emergency session requested by 
tile United States and Kuwait 
..hours after Thursday's pre-dawn 

- invasion. . Neither Kuwait nor 
Iraq is on the 15-mcmbercounriL 

■fee representative of Yemen 
said he did not vote because he 

■ had hot received instructions 
from iris govenmjent. 

"Z Britain’s U.N. array, Crispin 
Tfckell, condemned the invasion 
as an “ugjy moment is world 
affsdrs.” Kuwait is a former Bril- 
r ifocdkmy ” 

^ •The United States has made it 
dear fh»* it wifi stand shoulder to 


shoulder with Kuwait in this tune 
of crisis,” U.S. Ambassador Tho- 
mas Pickering told the council. 
Tt is our understanding that the 
present aggression was complete- 
ly unprovoked.” 

Raghdari Radio Iraq had 
come to foe aid of “revolutionary 
youth in Kuwait” whom it said 
had toppled the Kuwaiti govern- 
ment. 

Kuwait’s ambassador to the 
United Nations, Mohammad. 
Abul Has&an, denied the invasion 
was in response to a call for 

help from a new government. 

■ “The pretext to invade an inde- 
pendent, sovereign state is a 
false, flimsy pretext,” he said. 
“This kind of pretext, if it’s not 
going to be deterred in a dedrive 
manner and by this August 
assembly, all international rela- 
tions will be threatened. No 
country at all wlQ be safe after 
tins.” 

A statement read by Sabah 
TalatKadrat, Iraq’s deputy- 
permanent representative, said 
Iraq's forces - would withdraw 
when what h referred to as the 


“free Kuwait provisional govern- 
ment” requested it. 

The Iraqi statement also was 
reported by the Iraqi News Agen- 
cy in Baghdad. 

The Security Council resolu- 
tion said the council supports all 
efforts for negotiations between 
Iraq and Kuwait. It specifically 
endorsed mediation efforts by the 
Arab League, which met in 
emergency session in Cairo 
Thursday. 

The Iraqi invasion posed “a 
breach of mtematioal peace and 
security,” the Security Council 
said. 

Kadrat countered that foe 
events were related to an internal 
matter that was not the cotmafs 


concern. 

“The Iraqi government firmly 
believes and states that Iraq is 
pursuing no goal or objective and 
wishes only cordial relations with 
Kuwait,” said Kadrat. “Furth- 
ennora, it is the Kuwaitis them- 
selves who will determine their 
own future and Iraqi forces will 
withdraw as sorer as order has 
been restored.” 


King visits Egypt for talks with Mubarak 


King stresses need to contain 
crisis within Arab domain 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Any solution to the Iraqi- 
Knwaiti crisis should remain within the Arab 
domain and foe problem should be kept away 
from any international invention, Hb Majesty 
King Hussein was quoted as telling other Arab 
leaders Thursday. 

The Jordan Hews Agency, Petra, said the King 
followed up with deep concern news coming from 
Baghdad, Kuwait and other Arab capitals on foe 
Iraqi take-over of Kuwait. The King contacted 
Iraqi President Saddam Hussein, Saudi Arabia's 
King Fahd, Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak 
and Yemeni President Ail Abdullah Saleh and 
exchanged views with them and consolated them, 
die agency said. 

The King affirmed the need to contain the 
crisis within an Arab framework and to keep it 
away from international intervention, Petra said. 

Egypt and Jordan are grouped with Iraq and 
Yemen in the Arab Cooperation Council (ACC). 

The King later paid a quick visit to Alexandria, 
Egypt, for talks with Mubarak on the Gulf crisis 
and returned home later Thursday. He was 


accompanied by Prime Minister Mudar Badran, 
Political Advisor Adnan Abu Odeh and Deputy' 
Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Marwan AJ 
Qasem. 

The talks between the King and foe Egyptian 
leader, Petra said, “centred around foe new 
development of the Iraqi army entering Kuwaiti 
territory after the Jeddah talks collapsed.” 

The talks also included possible ways “to 
contain foe crisis and solve foe problem wi thin an 
Arab framework,” Petra added. 

Mubarak was also in touch with other Arab 
leaders cm the issue. One report said-he wanted 
to visit Baghdad early Thursday and Iraqi Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein dissuaded from doing so. 
Another report said the Egyptian leader might 
also fly to Jeddah to attend a meeting there of the 
leaders of the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCQ, 
including Sheikh Jaber A1 Ahmad AJ Sabah, who 
fled to Saudi Arabia in the wake of the Iraqi 
invasion of his country. 

By press time, there was no report of the 
meeting taking place in Jeddah. 


Soviets freeze arms supplies to Iraq; 
superpowers plan joint statement 


£ 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — The 
Soviet Union has decided to sus- 
pend its arms sales to Iraq, foe 
official news agency TASS ra- 
iled Thursday, quoting the 

oreign Ministry. 

“La the 'circumstances arising 
from the invasion by Iraqi armed 
forces of Kuwait, the Soviet Un- 
ion has taken the decision to 
suspend the delivery to Iraq of 
arms and mifitaxy equipment,” 
the statement said. 

The Soviet Union is Iraq’s 
main supplier of arms. 

U.S, Secretary of State of 
James Baker will fly to Moscow 
Friday to issue a joist statement 
on the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait, 
State Department spokeswoman 
Margaret Tutwfier told Reuters 
Friday. 

Baker will meet Soviet Foreign 
Minister Eduard Shevardnadze in 
Moscow for about 90 minutes to 
issue the statement Baker would 
then return to Washington. 

“Secretary Baker is going to 


Moscow tomorrow. He and 
Munster Shevardnadze will issue 
a joint statement at the airport,” 
Tutwfler said. 

The statement, which was 
already worked out, would con- 
demn tiie invasion and call for an 
immediate Iraqi withdrawal from 
Kuwait, informed sources said. 

Earlier Thursday, the Soviet 
Foreign Ministry had issued a 
statement condemning the Iraqi 
attack and calling for an immedi- 
ate withdrawal erf all Iraqi troops 
from foe territory of Kuwait. 

Shevardnadze told reporters on 
hi s return to Moscow from 
Irkutsk that every measure 
should be taken to extinguish the 
conflict, according to a TASS 
report. He sad he comult with 
Us advisers and the Soviet Union 
would take whatever steps it 
could to halt the fi ghting . 

Less than five hours later, 
TASS announced the suspe n sion 
of arms sales. 

It was not dear what immedi- 


ate effect foe Soviet embargo 
would have on Iraq, which has 
also bought large amounts of 
military equipment, including 
planes, from France. 

Iran maintained its war effort 
against Iraq for many years de- 
spite U.S. and British embargoes 
on deliveries of equipment and 
spare parts, relying on stocks and 
purchases through third parties. 

For three decades Moscow has 
been Iraq’s main supplier of milit- 
ary equipment ranging from 
tanks and trucks to small arms. It 
supplied Baghdad with weapons 
throughout foe eight-year Iran- 
Iraq war. 

A Soviet Foreign Ministry 
spokesman urged Iraq to with- 
draw its troops from Kuwaiti 
territory. 

“The Soviet government is 
convinced that a swift and uncon- 
ditional withdrawal of Iraqi 
forces from Kuwaiti territory 
'would make it possible to end the 
dangerous tension in the Gulf.” 


reserves and a population of only 
two million — two-thirds of them 
foreigners. 

The row between Kuwait and 
Iraq erupted on July 17 when 
President Hussein threatened to 
retaliate against Kuwait and the 
United Arab Emirates for flood- 
ing world markets with oil and 
driving down prices. Iraq is de- 
pendent on oil revenues. 

He accused Kuwait of stealing 
Iraqi oil from disputed fields and 
demanded that Gulf states write 
off loans made to Baghdad (hiring 
foe Gulf war. 

Talks between Iraq and Kuwait 
in foe Saudi Arabian Red Sea 
port of Jeddah broke down 
Wednesday. Iraq said the talks 
failed because Kuwait had not 
been “serious.” 

A Kuwaiti official said they 
collapsed when Kuwait refused to 
give in to Iraqi demands for terri- 
tory and cash totalling billions of 
dollars. 

The first casualty toll in foe 
fighting came from Kuwait's A1 
Emir Hospital, near Dasman 
Palace, which reported three 
Kuwaiti dead and 45 injured. 
Some 95 Iraqis had been admit- 
ted with wounds, it said. 

The hospital said it understood 
a smaller number of casualties 
were being treated at other hos- 
pitals in Kuwait. 

The invasion across the dis- 
puted border, 125 kilometres 
from foe capifl, was launched at 2 
a.m. (2300 GMT). Iraqi units 
entered Kuwait City’s centre 
within a few hours. 

Waving Iraqi flajp, jubilant sol- 
diers in cars raced through the 
thoroughfares. Iraqi helicopters 
clattered overhead. 

At Mntla, 35 kilometres north 


of Kuwait, a foreign resident saw 
a lone Kuwaiti jet shoot down an 
Iraqi helicopter. 

It swung back to attack another 
helicopter but was chased away 
by Iraqi guns, be said. 

Hundreds of tanks, armoured 
personnel carriers, fuel and water 
tankers and truckloads of troops 
trundled across sand and scrub 
towards Kuwait City in tempera- 
tures about 40 Centrigrade (105 
Fahrenheit). 

Iraq massed a 100,000-strong 
army on foe border in the past 
two weeks, outnumbering 
Kuwait’s armed forces by five to 
one as their quarrel over oil and 
land Intensified. 

The United States, whose navy 
kept open Gulf o0 lanes during 
foe 1980-88 Iraq-Iran war, bad 
already put its fleet of eight 
warships in foe waterway on high 
alert. 

Within hours of foe invasion, 
Washington ordered the aircraft 
carrier Independence and six 
escort ships in foe Indian Ocean 
to head for the Gulf. “We are not 
ruling anything in or out,” an 
American official said. 

In a warning dearly aimed at 
Washington, Baghdad threatened 
to turn Kuwait into a graveyard if 
any outside power intervened. 

A statement from the Revolu- 
tionary Command Council in 
Baghdad said Iraq “will withdraw 
as soon as things settle and when 
the free provisional government 
asks us to do so.” 

The “free government” broad- 
cast its first communique on a 
previously unused frequency, 
saying it had dimissed the Nation- 
al Assembly. Elections would be 
held when stability was assured, it 
said. 


GCC leaders 


meet In Jeddah 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Leaders of 
foe Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC) were to hold an urgent 
meeting in the Saudi port dty of 
Jeddah with the emir of Kuwait, 
Sheikh Jaber A1 Ahmad Al 
Sabah, late Thursday night, re- 
ports from the Gulf and Egypt 
said. 

According to sources quoted 
by Reuters the meeting was to be 
chaired by King Fahd of Saudi 
Arabia, to discuss foe situation in 
the Gulf after Iraq’s take-over of . 
Kuwait. 

Sheikh Jaber, who fled Kuwait 
early Thursday, was in Saudi 
Arabia, according to reports 
reaching here. 

There was no dear indication 
how he left the country or 
whether his immediate family was 
with him. 


. Ministers of the six-member 
GCC — grouping Kuwait, Saudi 
Arabia, Qatar, Bahrain, Oman 
and the United Arab Emirates — 
met earlier in the day in Cairo at 
foe request of Saudi Foreign 
Minister Saad Al Faisal. 


The GCC leaders meeting in 
Jeddah “will dedde to (to some- 
thing... they did not want to 
respond prematurely,” a source 
told Renters. 


UAE President Sheikh Zayed 
Ben Sultan Al Nahayan arrived in 
Jeddah earlier In the day after 
talks in Egypt with President 
Mnbarak. 

• None of Kuwait’s allies was 
commented publicly so far on the 
surprise Iraqi invasion and their 
official media have made no men- 
tion of it. 


Kuwait demands 


joint Arab action 


CAIRO (Agencies) — Kuwait 
Thursday called for foe support 
of Arab countries and proposed 
that foe Arab League condemn 
the Iraqi take-over of Kuwait and 
demand foe withdrawal of Iraqi 
troops, a Kuwaiti official said 
Thursday. 

Sources close to foe Arab 
League Council quoted by the 
AP said that its members had 
agreed to a proposal by Syria for 
the convening of an emergency 
Arab summit. But no details were 
discovered about when and 
where it would be held. 

The Arab League Council’s 
emergency session, which con- 
vened in a Cairo hotel at the 
request of Kuwait, resumed its 
session and was listening to a 
statement by Saadoon Hamadi, a 
member of Iraq’s Revolutionary 
Command Council who arrived 
an hour earlier. 

Meanwhile, President Hosni 
Mubarak held urgent contacts 
with Arab leaders on the Iraqi 
invasion of Kuwait, and King 
Hussein arrived in the Mediterra- 
nean port of Alexandria for talks 
with the Egyptian president on 
foe crisis. 

The Middle East News Agency 
said Mubarak and King Hussein 
talked with Iraqi President Sad- 
dam Hussein, U.S. President 
Geoige Bush, Saudi leader King 
Fahd and Yemeni President Ali 
Abdallah Saleh. 

The agency gave no details of 
the telephone conversations. 

Kuwaiti Cabinet Affairs Muns- 
ter Abdul Rahman A wadi told 
reporters after the session ad- 
journed to await the arrival of the 
Iraqi official, that he had asked 
the Arab League to condemn foe 
Iraqi invasion. 

“The United Nation's Security 
Council has conde mn ed foe inva- 
sion and the issue is now being 
disenssed within foe framework 
of the Arab League and we hope 
that it will issue a condemnation 
within the hour and that Arabs 
stand against the invasion,” Awa- 
cB said. 

“Arab leaders must take foe 
initiative and stop this bloodshed 


and return things to their normal 
situation. We also call on Iraq to 
withdraw its troops,” A wadi said. 

Kuwait also demanded that 
Arab nations mount a joint milit- 
ary operation to drive Iraqi 
troops out of'the country. 

Delegates said the Kuwaiti de- 
mand for joint Arab military in- 
tervention invoked a 1950 de- 
fence and economic cooperation 
treaty that complemented foe 
1945 Arab League Charter. 

Article 2 of the pact requires 


(Continued on page 2) 


Kuwaiti 




KUWAIT (R) — Kuwaiti Crown 
Prince Sheikh Saad Al Abdullah 
Al Sabah broadcast to the nation 
on Thursday night pledging to 
fight Iraq’s invading troops “until 
we dean their treachery from our 
laud.” 

The speech was broadcast on 
the frequencies of Kuwait state 
radio and television but (fid not 
come from the country’s main 
transmitters in the capital which 
have been captured by Iraqi 
troops. 

Television accompanied the 
speech with a still picture of 
Sheikh Saad, who is the country’s 
prime minister. He was earlier 
reported to have fled with his 
cousin, the emir, to neighbour ing 
Saudi Arabia. 

“Our valiant sons will rebuff 
foe aggression and we shall all 
stand behind them as one man to 
defend our beloved Kuwait and 
protect it with our souls and 
hearts,” he said. 

“We shall fight them every- 
where until we clean their 
treachery from our l and . 

“Our Arab brothers are with 
us. Our Muslim brothers are with 
ns. The entire world is with us. 
And above all God is with ns.” 
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Early reaction, 
more to come 

FIRST-DAY economic and political reaction to Iraq’s 
intervention in Kuwait was indeed strong, but it is only toe 
tip of an iceberg. The full repercussions of the Iraqi action 
wifl only be folly realised when Kuwait’s future as a state is 
deckled in the coming few days or weeks. 

What has happened so Gar in international markets — In 
terms of gold and dollar price rises, toe rise in oD prices to 
$25 per barrel, the sharp drop in bonds and shares in major 
stock markets, the temporary freezi ng of deals based on 
Kuwaiti dinar, the freezing of Iraqi and Kuwaiti assets In 
Britain and the U.S. — is merely the respons e to 

the conflict. 

Open probabilities remain: W31 oH pass the $25 per 
barrel price mark? WiQ Saudi Arabia and Turkey dose 
Iraqi pipelines to toe Red Sea and the Mediterranean ports 
as Israeli and U.S. sources suggests? Who is going to control 
$100 billion in funds owned by Knwaifi Bnawriai institu- 
tions? Will toe U.S. navy in the Gulf attempt a blockade on 
Iraq? Will the U.S. intervene other directly or under any 
other cover? 

As far as we in Jordan are concerned, and strictly on the 
economic level, there win be questions as to toe tote of toe 
rest of the $135 nriffion pledged by the Knwatti go v er n ment 
in aid for the Kingdom and another $50 wHBan pi*«ig*H by 
Iraq. Jordan, in dire need of funds, has already iwdw d 
over half of these funds. 

It is certain that the present situation to toe region is not 
the best of situations for Jordan which is faced with strong 
challenges. Still, there is a general feeling that w rhmne s toe 
redrawing of the political map of the Middle East if this 
means a better chance for the Arabs to c oun ter toe Zionist 
challenge . ■ • 

But this transitory -stage, during which the pottlc a l map 
of the regions being redrawn and new balances ar e cr ea ted. 
Is very sensitive and crucial. It req ui re s darky of vtohm, 
delineation of the national and pan-Arab Interest and a wise 
and effective stand. 

In these times of historic imp or ta nce both haste and 
procrastination should be avoided. Sdffah, te m porary or 
emotional interests should not reign. There must be a 
careful reading of the events in order to rcaflse the best of 
toe nation's interest. Everything should be geared towards 
the higher interests of the Arab Nation: Unity , de vel op m e nt, 
democracy and modernisation. 

It is no secret that President Saddam Hussein has 
depended on his popularity in the Arab World as a symbol 
of steadfastness and challenge to the nation's e nemi e s . And 
if thou were some reservations by some, these only stem 
from concern for the president and Iraq, and possible 
Zionist-imperialist intervention. 


National cause 
on course 


Mahmoud A1 Kayed 


Arabs everywhere can only 
feel pained and distressed 
whenever they hear of (ii^- ****■ 
and differences between one 
Arab country and another. 
Arab masses always feel that 
disputes should be settled 
through negotiations and in a 
brotherly manner whether the 
differences are based on oil, 
political, or territorial grounds. 
This was the feeling of the 
Arab masses from the start of 
the Iraqi-Kuwaiti row which 
was brought to the surface with 
an announcement from Bagh- 
dad disclosing that the dispute 
bad persisted ever since the 
outbreak of the Iraq-Iran con- 
flict. 

Iraq said that there had been 
numerous contacts and nego- 
tiations and meetings with the 
Kuwaiti side to end the dispute 
and solve the problem, but that 
nothing was achieved due to 
the Kuwaiti rulers’ procrastina- 
tion and delay in responding 
favourably to Iraq’s rightful 
demands. No breakthrough 
was achieved also due Kuwait’s 
determination to international- 
ise the dispute, a move which 
would no doubt open the way 
for the United States and other 
powers to interfere militarily, 
politically or economically in 
toe affairs of the Gulf region. 
The dispute should have been 
restricted within the Arab 
countries themselves and dealt 
with through Arab mediation. 

Iraq which has endured the 
deep wounds inflicted on it 
over the past years of conflict 
with Iran, during which Iraqi 


forces had been involved in 
defending the whole Arab 
area, offering heavy sacrifices 
and blood now feels that it has 
lost patience, and is forced to 
take action in order to put 
things right and to return rights 
to their lawful owners. Having 
realised that Kuwait was not 
serious about settling the dis- 
pute over territory and oil, and 
that Kuwaiti rulers are openly 
denying Iraqi rights and refus- 
ing to recognise Iraq’s legiti- 
mate demands as was dear 
from the Jeddah meetings, 
Iraq was forced to carry out its 
military operation after all 
other means had failed. 

We are appalled over any 
inter Arab feuds, but we are 
more appalled by in ter- Arab 
fighting because we feel that 
Arab weapons should be 
(Erected only against our ene- 
mies. For this reason, no fight- 
ing has taken place on Kuwaiti 
territory because both armies 
in Kuwait and Iraq are keen on 
avoiding bloodshed. The Iraqi 
operation is not an act of 
occupation as some are trying 
to describe, nor is it an inva- 
sion as the enemies of the Arab 
Nation try to picture. Iraq has 
no territorial ambitions in 
Kuwait and Baghdad's action 
should be regarded as a correc- 
tion of past mistakes and poli- 
cies which inflicted damage on 
Iraq’s interest and caused los- 
ses and economic setbacks for 
the Arab Nation. 

It is hoped that the craning 
days will bring with them a 
peaceful end to these opera- 
tions in a manner that would 
safeguard the Arab people’s 
interests. 


By Kamel S. Abn Jaber 


AND FINALLY it happened 
and an Arab army entered the 
territory, and in feet occupied 
toe capital of another Arab 
state. Was it a move prompted 
by desperation or was it moti- 
vated by ideology? Or was it 
prompted by a sense of frustra- 
tion and incomprehension? 
These are troubling questions 
that need to be analysed in 
light of toe recent history of 
the area and die place and the 
role of toe Arabs in world 


To begin with, the entire 
Arab World has become a 
joke, the butt of mockery as 
well as humiliation on the in- 
ternational scene. A large part 
of the blame of course lay with 
us. That other people have 
designs on our territory, re- 
sources, and aspirations goes 
without saying. Once, the 
states of the Gulf were called 
the trudal states; they were 
protectorates as well as origin- 
al creations of the British, 
bound to Britain and later to 
the United States by bonds 
that have proved, on several 
occasions in the past, to be 
s tr on ge r than the bonds of 
Arabian and even Islam. 

It is not a question of legality 
nor international law — If such 
a law truly exists in die first 
place. It is rather a question of 
politics that gov e rns the situa- 
tion. Politics and the empty 
declamations of ’’brotherhood 
or sisterhood” that the Arab 
states declare to each other 


and the world. These dedama- 
tions are empty because over 
the past few decades we have 
witnessed toe Arabs divided, 
unashamedly into the “poor” 
and the “rich” and where the 
latter have nothing but Hidain 
to show to their other 
“brother” Arabs. We in Jor- 
dan have had to go down on 
our knees seeking rnd from this 
or that comer ami our very 
food is controlled by toe rigor- 
ous and harsh stipulations of 
the International Monetary 
Fund, IMF. And while our 
educated youth man the factor- 
ies, hospitals and offices of 
private and public concerns in 
the Gulf, men and women on 
whom we spend millions and 
millions to educate, we have to 
stand re spectf u lly even before 
a country like Holland, which 
is more supp or tiv e of Israel 
than Israel itself, to ask for 
dole and charity. We who have 
become a b uffer zone protect- 
ing Arab oil in Saudi Arabia 
and the entire Gulf from the 
encroachments of Israel. And 
while we have to guard toe six 
hundred kilometres of border 
with Israel p rotec tin g not only 
ourselves but the strategic 
depth of the Arab World, we 
have to beg for every penny of 
Arab charity that is given liter- 
ally in that spiri t. 

Iraq fought Iran for eight 
long years not only to defend 
itself but the entire area of toe 
Arab World. The htnin Isla- 
mic levofutioo was contained 
at a terrific price not only in 
dofian but in lives as well. Not 
a family in Iraq escaped the 


loss of a member while dose to 
one triQkm dollars of Arab 
money are invested mostly in 
toe West The entire popula- 
tion of Qatar, Kuwait and the 
United Arab Emirates is no 
more than one and a half mil- 
lion people living in abundant 
luxury, conspicuously consum- 
ing and mostly in the West, 
wbOe the other two hundred 
million Arabs are caught in toe 
grips of poverty and hunger. 

Our people in toe Sudan are 
starving and so is our people in 
Palestine, who though firing 
from day to day on their daily 
bread — when they can find it 
— are still fighting like men 
should figh t in their intifada. 

The question once again is 
not that of legality, nor inter- 
national law but of humanity as 
welt Hitler did not only act 
illegally but he also was im- 
moral when he starved and 
murdered his own people 
simply because they were Jew- 
ish. It is not amply a matter of 
legality but that of self-pre- 
servation, if not taste as welL 
How long does tins “velour” 
strata of the rich remain so 
insensitive to the need around 
it without an explosion at one 
time or another? 

Is it right that Iraq alone 
should pay the bin? Not only in 
souls but in cash as well, while 
Arab money is being invested, 
even squandered in pursuit of 
luxuries elsewhere? 

And while I am not a Marx- 
ist nor indeed even a socialist I 
do wonder at the utter insensi- 
tivity, even blindness, of the 
“haves” who indulge in their 


riches in toe midst of poverty. 
Are Arab resources only for 
the privileged few? What of 
toe thousands, tens of 
thousands of Egyptian, Jorda- 
nian, Iraqi, Palestinian and Sy- 
rian men and women who 
perished in defence of the 
land? Are they simply “cock- 
roaches” as forma 1 Israeli 
Chief of Staff Rafael Eitan 
once called toon? 

That is the depth and the 
dimension in winch the Iraqi 
army’s operation against 
Kuwait should be viewed. I, 
fike most Jordanians and 
Palestinians, Iraqis and Arabs, 
wished that matters tod not 
develop in tins fashion. But 
then it must be emphasised 
that tins is an internal Arab 
matter — in spite of the joint 
sea or air operations, held be- 
tween this Arab state or that 
with the United States. 

I do not recall that the Un- 
ited States, Britain, France, 
Germany or any other Western 
state took punitive action when 
brad occupied Jerusalem, or 
later on when it invaded Leba- 
non twice in 1978 and 1982 and 
occupied an Arab capital, 
Beirut. And while the Israeli 
army breaks the bones, the 
anns and toe souls of Palesti- 
nian women, children and men 
on a daSy basis nice 1987, I 
did not hear but feeble pro- 
testations more in the spirit of 
enco u ragement of the Israeli 
atrocities than real protesta- 
tions. Amman, indeed tike en- 
tire Hashemite Kingdom of 
Jordan, stands in the shadow 
of the threatening Israeli 


sw o r d, and Damascus is but a 
stone’s throw from the mighty 
Israeli army. Why does not 
some one protest? And must 
Arab money remain in the 
service of the West which in 
turn usin the service of Israel? 

Should Iraq have dose what 
has been done? The moral 
argument, as well as the legal 
one, is moot unless one takes 
the above analysis into consid- 
eration. For, is it right that 
Iraq, and we here in Jordan 
and Syria, continue to pay the 
price of guarding others? 
NATO is surely an American 
instrument but those who are 
protected by its share in the 
burden. When will we stop 
being the took of others? 
When wifi the Arab regimes 
(someone called them “card- 
board” regimes), stop jumping 
in the lap of this or that nation 
in search of protection? Why 
cannot these regimes pay . to 
other Arabs to protect them as 
they pay to the others? And 
what b the meaning of holding 
“joint naval” or “joint air 
force” exercises with the Un- 
ited States? How many frigates 
and destroy er s does the United 
Arab Emirates have? 

It is a l a mentab l e situation 
that what took place actually 
tod, but the mockery of seek- 
ing protection from others is 
more lamentable too. 

The time is neve r ri pe for the 
kind of action that was taken 
especially when it is between 
“sisterly” — or is it “brother- 
ly" — st a te s . Bat someone has 
to one day serve a lesson on 


the arr ogance of toe rich who 
arc so blinded by their wealth 
that they cannot seem to real- ; 

tiiefr only protection a i 
with their neighbours. 

Once again , it k an internal 
Arab riW and neither Brad 
nor anyone eke has the right to ' 
even inter an opinion, though I „ 
am sure they , would do sa lt is 
hoped that both tod, ‘ the ; 
United States and Britain, 
would keep their hands off 
unless they warn to engulf toe 
whole region in a terrible con- 
flict. Iraq has already assured 
the worid that it has no mten- 
. tkms of annexing Kuwait and 
has already spoken of the next 
Kuwaiti government. By doing 
so Iraq is assuring toe entire , 
world, indudfog toe West, of 
two things: One* that it cares 
for the independence and- toe j 
territorial integrity of Kuwait; ! 
and two that ofl wouM con- 
traue to flow as usual. 

I am sure every Arab mdud-. 
ing the Kuwaitis themselves 
hope that the situation would 
not be p ci mi tie d to escalate 
farther. Iraq to already pro& 
laimed that it 'wffi withdraw its 
forces in'fhe next few days.and 
as toon as the situatiotrsettlcs 
to nonnafity again. It isfeoped 
that this would take place as. 
soon as possible md that 
others would not - take -the 
opportunity to attemp t to fish, 
in these muddy waters. Eyery- 
one should remember that toe. 
ofl fields already in tormqifl do 
not need more .ail ponied over 
them to / burn the. entire' 
horizon. ~ 


Why are they 
complaining? 


Kuwaitis were taken 
by surprise — Al Qabas 


By Tareq 


The Americans, the Israelis 
and North Atlantic Alliance 
are . escalating their threats 
against Iraq and are deman- 
ding that Baghdad pull out its 
forces from Kuwaiti territory 
immediately and with ho pre- 
conditions. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Editor in 
Chief of Al Ra’i Arabic daily 
Mahmoud Al Kayed Thursday 
morning managed to reach the 
Kuwaiti Arabic daily Al Qabas by 
telephone and was informed that 
the Iraqi operation was surprising 
and astonished everyone. 

Journalists in the newspaper 
told Al Kayed that do one ex-, 
peered the Iraqi forces to reach . 
the Kuwaiti capital, take over toe " 
main streets tod the rnarn bnfld- 


ings and government institutions 
and surround Dasman palace, the 
residence of the Emir of Kuwait, 
that fast. 

They added that Kuwaiti offi- 
cials, despite the collapse of the 
Iraqi-Kuwaiti talks in Jeddah. 
Wednesday and the continuation 
of the Iraqi press campaign 
against Kuwait, did not expect 
Iraqi invasion of tois magnitude , 
or^speed. .. . 


They added that Kuwaiti of!!-' 
rials never expected the Iraqi 
army would reato-toe Kuwaiti • 
capital. They expected a limited . 
Iraqi mifitaxy mansion in. t tie ’. 
disputed border zone, Al Qabas 
sources said. ..... 

The sources expre ss e d surprise - 
frith the Iraqi operation which 
“was; implemented accurately^ , 
with gritid-perfonnaw^and near-; 
ly' without toy resistance.” . . 


One of tire journalists working 
at AFOtoastotS^ . 

whether toe ucw^^to wtod be 
published Friday^^jr not tod 
added “we joe toitfagfor^faat is 
going to happeu toxt/\ 

When asked . whether they 
could bear toopting from toe 
newspaper’s -h wnkfing tofey said 
ti^y oonkJ hearspOTadic shooting - 
an&gDU& Beer^m^nloicamL 
trWBfegl 


It is dear that these parties 
are die beneficiaries of the 
whole situation, as they have 
been benefiting From a divided 
Arab World, and have been 
benefiting all along from the 
ol of the Gulf region and the 
ofl revenues. 

Why do we hear such Amer- 
ican, Israeli and NATO 
threats, is it because the Iraqi 
troops entered Kuwait? 

Why didn’t we hear these 
threats when the Israeli forces 
backed by American planes 
and tanks attacked three Arab 
countries in 1967? Why didn’t 
we bear these threats when toe 
Israeli forces stormed Beirut 
and Southern Lebanon? Was 
that to protect toe U.N. char- 
ter? Why can’t this charter 
apply in the case of Israel’s 
occupation of Palestine, part of 
Syria and one third of 
Lebanon? 

The Israeli, the Americans 
and the NATO alliance is re- 
sponsible for toe Iraqi forces 
incursion into Kuwait, because 
toe Western alliance tended to 
encourage the beads of the 
Gulf countries to remain ada- 
mant in their posi ti ons. The 
Western alliance is responsible 
for the developments in the 
Gulf because it is tins affiance 
that launched joint military ex- 
ercise to provoke the baps. 

We have been warning those 
lean i ng on the United States in 
the Gulf against pursuing such 
action because we have told 
them that they are using 
wooden swords that are good 
for nothing, because the Un- 
ited States can provide no pro- 
tection to the Arabs but it can 
only protect its own ofl in- 
terests. 

Now we say that these 
American, Israeli, NATO 
threats will remain empty 
threats because the enemies 
realise that any attack however 
small and limited on Iraq is 
bound to trigger a vast explo- 
sion that can only bring out the 
Arab giant from a vast area 
stretdting from the Golf to the 
Atlantic Ocean. Such emerg- 
ence of Arab force is bound to 
delimmate all Western in- 
terests. We are now living cru- 
cial days, similar to those of 


the tripartite aggression on 
Egypt in 1956 , but this time the 
situation is differen t because 
Iraq has a million troops, and 
the Arab masses are mobilised 
with hatred against the ene- 
mies. 

We said that Saddam Hus- 
sein is not Abdul Karim 
Qasem. This man does not give 
an address and then enter into 
a discussion or argument on 
political matters, because he 
possesses great powers enabl- 
ing him to get his own way. We 
believe that the Iraqi troops in 
Kuwait mark the beginning of 
the end of oil as a commodity 
and as funds. Iraq had used its 
own ofl to achieve victory and 
it will no doubt help toe Arab 
countries to achieve a similar 
result. 

Arab ofl will not continue to 
to serve only as mere accounts 
for some Arabs in European 
and American banks, but it 
wfli rather serve as a power for 
tike Arab Nation enhancing the 
Arab wflL It is unreasonable 
for the milh ons of Egyptians, 
Jordanians and Syrians to be 
deprived of the oil wealth as 
millions of T*nti«ng, Filipinos 
and Bangahs are being im- 
ported to work in the Gulf; and 
it is unreasonable for some 
Arabs to continue to amass 
Arab wealth from Arab oil in 
Europe and the United States. 
These funds are being returned 
to Arabs in the form of loans 
that they burden the Arab eco- 
nomies and imposing the wfll 
of the World Bank on Arab 
states. 

It is unreasonable to see ofl 
money being used to impose 
American will on the Arab. 
Nation, and as a tool for the 
U.S.-Israel alliance. 

Iraq has now thrown down 
toe gauntlet in the face of the 
Arab countries’ enemies. It is a 
defiance to the Zionist and the 
imperialists, and it k a call on 
tiie Arab Nation to stand by 
Iraq. & must be stressed that 
Kuwait and its people will re- 
main intact and in their place, 
"and that toe battle is not 
among Arab, but it is rather 
between Arabs and the ene- 
mies of the Arab Nation. 



Kuwait, although boasting aae of the highest per capita 
income in the world, was unable to ensure security through 


fin a nc ial wealth tome. Photo shows a s wl»mih w pool view 
in one of Kowto’s hotels. 


Money is not enough 



By Failed Fanek 

WHAT happened to Kuwait is 
a new evidence that any Arab 
country, on its own, cannot 
safeguard its national security 
or survival. It is another evi- 
dence that the financial wealth, 
however great, will not be able 
to achieve security and surviv- 
al. It is better for all toe Arabs 
to five as a strong and united 
state, whose parts cannot be 
detached and whose heart can- 
not be subjected to dependen- 
cy and humiliation. We in Jor- 
dan are friends of both Iraq 
and Kuwait and are grateful 
for Kuwait’s contrib u tion of 
$135 million for the year 1990. 

We also appreciate Iraq’s 
financial and political support 
for our country, despite Iraq’s 
financial difficulties. We frit 
more compassion for the peo- 
ple who had endured eight 


years of fierce fighting against 
an a g gressive enemy, while 
some of the Arab co un trie s of 
the Gulf were dealing with 
both Iraq and Iran on equal 
footing. It is natural that what 
happened wfll shake toe world 
and change many of traditional 
convictions of what is admissi- 
ble and what is not on the 
International leveL So far 
America has translated its in- 
tentions into action, by freez- 
ing Kuwaiti and Iraqi funds in 
the United States. Tins proves 
anew that it is not a safe place 
for the Arab capital to be 
placed in. 

We should have no doubt 
that the U.S. will not in te rf e re 
mifitazfly; but if it does, it will 
fail. Thus Arabs should realise 
that America does not safe- 
guard any Arab national secur- 
ity or regime, and the Arab 
Order is the basis of all political 
work. The Arab might and 


security does not fie in its 
wealth alone, nor in its area or 
population, but lies n Arab 
integration. What mil happen 
on the economic scene now? 

Globally speaking, toe price 
of ofl will soar to exceed 25 
dollars within several days; the 
dollar and gold might also wit- 
ness an incre a se, thus provid- 
ing investors with a haven for 
security and stability. The. 
Kuwaiti dinar has been dealt a . 
heavy blow, and ft fetofficutt to 
predict what will happen to it 
until toe situation becomes 
dear .and until it is known 
whether Kuwait wfll continue 
as a state, and if its wealth will 
continue to be at its disposal. 

Even if America is not to 
interfere militarily in a direct 
way, there is nothing that can 
prevent it from, interfering in- 
directly through its tod in the 
Middle East, namely Israel. 


What we know about Isfart is - 
that it is. waiting for tteright^ 

opportunity to precipitate a 
so rprise movc. AtpreseUt;a 
military Wow is not Jftety be- 
cause Iraq is on fall alert. A*’ 
such, Israel’s role 

remans 

qtnte undear. WhaFhu titffe'J 
said is that toe Knwait-Iraq 
affekr is ai pan-Arab concern , 
which should; be tackled: 
through toe Arab Leaes% toe 


Arab .Cooperation. Council. ' 

- ■ r" . •*" 

Sodi Arab Jora should frndtfae 
srife&fe ; fr»mn]a^c^xabfe vof- 
ffcrohating ai^ possi We fbfe- : ; 
ign m teiftncuce m foe Aiabs* 
internal natt«s. ’ Witfr^toaf 
“PPened ytofeiday,"to^p^ 
heal, economic -awL tiatWfud 
mq> pf the Arab Worfdj^be 
adjec t to redrawing! Tiisii i 
mstoricaL tanting pointier ffie^ 
Arab World nnd toe Whole : 
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Deputies, public figures cite need to share 
in oil wealth and mapping out the future 


& The foQowiag are reaction* by 
lJ; l/rncr jfyate at PtrSamad de- 
potic& Mad other palfjic Sgurcs W 
^ the wap interventioa in Kuwait. 

2 Srafc- Kim (Member at the 

National Block is Fsrfiameat — ' 
S* Bfllqa). 


* •^ C !? CT ?*** present situation 

" with great concern and tigSacce 
because we are keen on a unified 
\ stand' at this critical stage, 
t Wt would Kka to ace an end to 

K inter- Arab differences and an 
'l amicable settlement achieved in a 
t brotherly atmosphere. Because 
s we befieve that the higher Arab 
I- interests should be safeguarded 
without any ex terna l influences 
on the inter Arab Tdadoos 
on the Arab dedsons. 

We also would like to see no 
Arab country acting to achieve its 
own interests at the e xpens e of 
the Arab World because in that 
cate the Arabs would lose its 
ability to protect its own interests 
and national sec u r i t y and would 
risk its political weight in the 
international community. 

AW Lahf Anbiywt (Member 
of the Muslim Brotherhood 
group — Balqa) 

We believe in the unity of the 
Ration and its common destiny. 
We also believe that the weafth of 
the Arab Nation should be used 
to confront afl challenges firm 
any s our ce. 

We hope that the dispute in 
Kuwait will end peacefully so that 
the Arabs can c on fr on t die com- 
mon threats. The nation should 
unite its ranks and use ail its 
potentials to repel aggression and 
deal with die Zionists expansion- 
Rf designs* 

We must all work towards 
thwarting the plots and conspir- 
acies of our enemies. 

Dr. Head Shiyab (member of the 
Democratic Bloc) 

We had hoped that die Iraqi- 
Kuwaiti dispute would be settled 
through positive dialogue and 
understanding and in a manner 
that would safeguard the higher 
Arab nation’s interests. But now 
(hat tbelrarp traps have entered 
Kuwait hd bop& that the Tfaqi- 
people and faaoenhip ait 
deal with the matter in a manner 
that would preserve and protect 
joint Arab action. We hope that 
the following steps wfll lead to 
postive results 7 that would serve 
the Arab cause andbclp coun- 
tries confront - the ' Ztonwt-un- 
perafist cbaBuy. 

The Arab countries should 
realise that the current develop- 
ments in the Gtrfffoouki not only 

be viewed as a. atiuggto between 
the Arab nationalist forces and 
the hostile forces posing dang er 
to the Arab Nation. The Arabs 
are now in need of all the ele- 
ments for success and they need 
the oil which sboold be trans- 
formed into an -effective. Arab 
weapon with winch to fight the 
imperalist forces which have been 
imposing hegemo n y on the area 
and its wealth. 

We hope that foe leaderships in 
Iraq and Kuwait wfll now fowart 
all the imperialist coaapqades . 
and enemy plots and the Z ionists 
exploitation of the situation. 

The Jordanian people stand 
together in the face of any exter- 
nal intervention and will confront 
any attempt to i n te rfe re in the 
Gulf region. This. Gulf issue 
should remain an Arab problem 
to be solved by the Arabs them- 
selves and in a manner that would 
offer service to (he Arab cause. 
Should the United States and 
Israel co n t empl ate using solitary 
force they would be committing a 
grave blander and would be con- 
fronted not only by (be Iraqi and 
Kuwait people but by the Arab 
Nation at luge. 

Salta Zee*!* (Democratic Woe — f 
Ramtha) 

The Arab nation needs a re- 
sponsible and firm stand which 
gives it its dignity back. The 
challenges that face our nation 
are so dangerous, and the Arab 
wealth, especially afl wealth was 
not property utilised over the 
years our nation’s ene- 

mies. lii order to make it lead its 
natural path -for the sake of our 
and the rei nfo rc em en t Of its 
capabilities and because the oik 
who is capable to take hold of this 
power is Iraqi President Sadda m 
Hussein, I would call on our sons 
of this Arab nation to unite so as 
to achieve our national aspira- 
tions and to preserve the honour 
of tins nation, which has been 
exposed to hann for so many tong 
years. It is time that we take 
another look on this nation's dep- 
rived wealth and capacities and 


' Iraq must receive &H the sup- 
port from tile Arab nation. Vic- 
tory most be for Iraq and for aU 
tile people of this nation who are 

nncrefted fo p reservin g its future. 

Deputy Abdullah Zrciqat 
(National Woe — Kazak) 

We bad often emphasised that 
Arab oft wealth is only for Arabs 
and not for Americans or for 
Zionists. Accordingly, we must 
show an unwavering belief in 
anpknaentmg this logo no matter 
what methods are taken in ord e r 
to achieve this objective. 

We have always believed that 
frontiers and boundaries which 
have separated the Arab coun- 
tries are out; the marks of cd- 
oniaiisin and the removal of these 
boundaries in any way is a nation- 
al and unified act. Thus, 1 hope 
that what is h a p pen ing now will 
only lead to the repossession of 
the Arab nation of its wealth. 

Dr. Mamdouh A1 AbteuU (Jor- 
dan Medical Association Presi- 
dent): 

We condemn the former 
Kuwaiti government’s position 
vis-a-vis recent developments and 
its economic, financial and oil 
policies of the former govern- 
ment of Kuwait which were 
d i r ected against the Iraqi people’s 
interests. Despite repe ated Iraqi 
government warnings against 
these potides, which do not re- 
flea brotherly relations with 
Arab countries, the former reg- 
ime persisted in its actions. We 
had hoped that the former 
Kuwaiti government heeded 
warnings and averted the Iraqi 
actum. It should be emphasised 
that Arab oil is for the Arab 
Nation, a united nation and its 
future; and there can be no room 
for arty single person or indi- 
vidual g rou p to rock the boat and 
drown the majority of the Arab 

p eo ple. . 

Wafld Abdul Had! (Bar Asso- 
ciation President): 

We s u pport all forms of Arab 
unity, leading to a pan-Arab uni- 
ty. Therefore, we hove no objec- 
tion to Iraq's action which is 
1 designed to rid. the Kuwaiti peo- 
ple of their dictators, and wcback * 
any support for Iraq. Our support 
for Iraq emanates from a strong 
. conviction and we believe A»t 
the Iraqi incursion into Kuwait 
.wifl serve the nation’s interests. 
This action is bound to pave the 
way for the emergence of pan- 
Arab unity. The Iraqi-backed slo- 
gan (Arab ofl is for the Arab 
people) can never be realised 
until Arabs are united in one 
state. - 

Our support .for Iraq is abso- 
lute and uncotufitionaL We do 
not condone shedding Arab 
Uood by Arab hands, but we 
have to place the higher Arab 
in ter est s above all otter consid- 
erations. 

. Tkyaeer Him si (Jordanian 
Wuinnaris ts President): 

Aligns! 2, 1990 is a glorious day 
on winch the free Kuwaitis, back- 
ed by their Iraqi friends have 
moved to regain their rights and 
the rights of tiie Arab Nation., 
The move was designed to regain' 
sovereignty and Arab wealth 
from the tyrannical regime in 
Kuwait which, used to employ oil 
and Arab wealth for its own 
selfish interests and those of the 
United States and the imperialist 

allies and Israel. The former reg- 
ime used to employ that wealth to 
conspire against the Arab Nation. 
This Iraqi move had been longed 
for by afl Arab m asses who bad 
hoped to see an end to these 
cons p i ra cies. 

The United St at es is presently 
taming threats against Iraq, and is 
moving its fleet s and forces in the 
Gulf waters using Arab naval 
bases, while Israel is consulting 
with its allies and studying with 
Was hing t on means of proving to 
the work! that they do not aban- 
don “their friends.” Bat it should 
be noted that these forces are all 
enemies of the Arab Nation. Iraq 
can never fear these forces and is 
determined to regain its full 
rights. 


t hungry and deprived people, 
hfle a small fraction consumed 
I its energies with no right, and 
: the time when Iraq and Kuwait 
id the Palestinian cause under-. 
ent major difficulties. 


Jamal A1 Sbaer (Halted Demo- 
cratic Bloc): 

Rom the information available 
to us so far, and from our 
observations collected over the 
last few days about the Iraqir 
Kuwaiti dispute, we have to 
emphasise certain principles, 
winch should constitute a back- 
ground for ocr judgement on the 
events taking place in the Arab 
World and on the continued 
attempts to exploit its wealth and 
peoples and to usurp its rights: 

lie United States and Israel 
are, without any doubt, support- 
ing all efforts designed to fin! 
Arab hopes and are working to 
predude- the achievement of 
Arab unity 'or p n y y s oa ths 
path of unity or sofadarity. Thy 
m mhm Arqfs* usable to d efe n d 
their national rights, particularly 


die rights of the Palestinian 
people. 

It is regrettable that Britain has 
joined foe United States in its 
position vis-a-vis the Iraqi attack. 
However. Israel might capitalise 
on tins opportunity to rearrange 
its hostile plans, but it is hoped 
that the United Nations Security 
Council will adopt a balanced and 
wise stand. 

AH Arab citizens have genuine 
hopes that Arab leaders would do 
their best to contain this inter- 
Arab problem, tints preventing 
the United States and other pow- 
ers from taking this opportunity 
to further split and divide the 
Arab Nation. Therefore more 
efforts should be made to heal the 
rift between Iraq and Kuwait on 
the one hand and Iraq and Syria 
on the other. 

There is also a need for more 
coordination among Arab, Isla- 
mic and non-aligned countries. In 
this regard I see that Jordan, and 
King Hussein in particular, can 


play an active role in healing the 

rift. 

Finally, I would call for open- 
ing an Iraqt-Kuwaiti dialogue in 
which all Kuwaiti nationalist 
groups, winch the regime insisted 
on isolating from political life, 
should take part. Such a dialogue 
would hopefully lead to finding 
solutions to all outstanding prob- 
lems between Iraq and Kuwait, 
with the help of Arab leaders. 

Moreover we hope to see the 
signs of unity between these two 
countries, following the example 
of the two Yemeni and the two 
Germanics. 

It is high time for Arab Nation 
to follow the path of unity rather 
than to remain subject to foreign - 
powers who can not give them 
protection or security. 


ban Mdalnat (member of foe 
Jordanian Communist bloc) 
Karak goveraorate: 

“We deeply regret the present 
situation between Iraq and 
Kuwait and the differences that 
exist between them. We believe 


that the differences revolved over 
the oil and the production quotas 
for each Organisation of Pet- 
roleum ' Exporting Countries 
(OPEC)" country so as to safe- 
guard oil prices. Kuwait and the 
United Arab Emir«« have been 
exceeding their oil production 
quotas, which led to a drop in the 
oil prices and causing severe dam- 
age to OPEC countries in general 
and Iraq in particular. 

We regret that the problem was 
not strived through negotiations 
and that the military option was 
resorted to in the end. Now that 
Iraqi troops have been sent into 
Kuwait, we hope that the prob- 
lem will end soon and these 
troops will return to their bases. 
We should be aware of the dan- 
ger inherent in American forces 
intervention in the Gulf because 
the United States had earlier 
threatened to use force against 
Iraq under the pretext of provid- 
ing protection to its friends in the 
region. 

We believe that any American 


intervention in Arab affairs un- 
acceptable and can never be justi- 
fied. What is required from the 
Arab people and nations is to 
appeal to Iraq to end all nnhtary 
struggle and resort to peaceful 
means to settle its di f fer enc es 
with Kuwait 

Yousef A1 Azm (member of the 
Muslim Brotherhood bloc) Ma’an 
govemorate: 

“We are for Arab unity based 
no die tenets of Islam. We sup- 
port the slogan: Arab ofl is for 
Arab people ate not for a par- 
ticular group of die Arab people. 
What happened in Kuwait is an 
internal affair, something which 
normally happens in many coun- 
tries of the world. But it is hoped 
that reason will prevail in the end 
through the mediation of re- 
sponsible elements. We hope also 
that the Kuwaiti people will be 
able to determine their own fu- 
ture and decide to unite with 
Iraq, so that there can be no 
chance for any foreign power, 


especially the United States, to 
intervene.' We bade Iraq against 
the United States and we support 
the wishes of the Iraqi and 
Kuwaiti people whether they 
choose unity or otherwise. We 
hope that the Iraqi aimed forces 
wfll help to preserve the unity of 
the Arab people. 

Commenting on the threats by 
the United States and its so called 
friends and allies, will not terro- 
rise Iraq and will not change this 
great pan-Arab stand.” Neither 
Iraq nor the Arab people fear the 
American threats or will retreat 
in die face of such threats. Iraq 
wfll triumph and the whole Arab 
Nation wfll blast the volcano 
under the feet of the enemies. 
Mawfya Af Bakri-Chairwoman of 
the Arab Women Graduate dub 
— said that the first reaction of 
any Arab citizen who believes in 
his Arab nationality and the unity 
of its people is a mixture of 
conflicting feelings. Feelings of 
concern and pain for the new 
march of Arab understanding, 


which was the culmination of the 
extraordinary Arab summit, held 
in Baghdad. Iraq has made a 
significant contribution to creat- 
ing that atmosphere of Arab 
understanding, which caused 
much concern to the imperial 
powers, which sought by all 
means to destroy the great Arab 
achievement. 

The Iraqi-Kuwaiti dispute and 
the Iraqi incursion into Kuwait is 
not the first time that these two 
Arab countries had disputes, 
don’t think it will be the last. This 
decisive development was there- 
fore expected. Iraq, which has 
fought on behalf of the Arab 
Nation and for safeguarding the 
Arab identity of foe Gulf for so 
many years, will not stand still in 
the face of a sweeping peoples' 
will, in defence of right and jus- 
tice, and for putting an end to the 
interference by some imperialist 
powers, which seek to split the 
Arab Nation. “I hope such in- 
tervention would best serve the 
interests of the whole Arab Na- 
tion and the Kuwaiti people. 


Jordanians jubilant over Iraq’s move in the Gulf 

Man in the street cautious about intervention 


By Sana Aliy eh 

Special ip the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — An atmosphere of 
excitement was evident Thursday 
among Jordanians in an emotion- 
al reaction to the Iraqi takeover 
of Kuwait earlier in the morning. 
Words of “congratulations’' and 
“may the next step be liberating 
Palestine,” echoed throughout 
the Kingdom. 

The general feeling was that of 
jubilation and happiness among 
the people in the street, and 
many described the Iraqi move as 
being “dignified” for the Arab 
Nation abd people. L 

Most of those interviewed by " 
tiie Jordan Times said that they 
saw the Iraqi move against the 
Kuwaiti regime as being against 
the United States and Israel 
rather than another Arab 
country. 

All those who agreed to oom- 
ment on their reaction to the 
Jordan Times refrained from giv- 
ing their full names. 

“This is an invasion and attack 
against the United States, not the 
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Kuwaiti people. Kuwait used to 
ensure the interests of America 
— it was an American colony. 
And what Saddam Hussein did 
was revive our Arab dignity,” 
Yusef, a technician, told the Jor- 
dan Times. 

A five-star. American-owned 
hotel employee who did not want 
to be identified even by his first 
nam«» said all his collea gues at the 
hotel were as happy as be was, 
and described the Iraqi takeover 
of Kuwait as “a revolution 
against the U.S.” 

A middle-aged housewife, Na- 
jla, said that the takeover was a 
positive move, but her reason had 
a di ffere nt angle: "If it brought 
on all tins fear and condemnation 
from the United States and 
Israel, then it is obviously good 
for us. We should not forget the 
misery these two (countries) have 
brought us.” 

Mohammad, a merchant, said 
that all the Arabs, leaderships 
and people, should support Iraq 
“because it has proven that it is 
truly concerned with Arab in- 
terests through action, not just 
lip-service like the rest of the 


Arab World." 

The majority of more than a 
dozen people interviewed did not 
worry too much about the posa- 
ble consequences resulting from 
the Iraqi move. Some believed 
that no country, including the 
United States, would interfere 
militarily against Iraq became of 
its (Iraq's) mili tary strength. 

“People here don’t seem to 
care about what could result from 
this event,” said Mufid, a former 
from eastern Amman. “Everyone 
at this end is emotionally-driven 
to what has happened, and every- 
one has hope in Iraq and its 
leadership. The people don’t 
think chat there will be any West- . 
em military in terference; and if 
there is, they don’t care about the 
consequences. They feel their 
dignity has been revived because 
someone has finally stood up 
against the United States,” he 
sard. 

Although few people saw Iraq 
as “outsmarting a small country, 
like Kuwait rather than Israel, 
the first enemy,” others saw it as 
a first step towards “liberating 
Palestine.” 


Hala, a young secretary, told 
the Jordan Times that “first we 
have to dean out the corrupt 
among us Arabs before we can 
liberate Palestine.” She added 
that she respected the Iraqi lead- 
ership for foe first time because 
“it took action and not just 
uttered words or flexed muscles.” 
Ahmad, a b u sinessman, said 
Iraq’s takeover of Kuwait was a 
first step towards ending the 
spree of “giving free ofl to the 
West” ate thus hindering the 
liberation of Palestine.” 

He added that Iraq was justi- 
fied in its action because it had 
given Kuwait a “peaceful chance 
.for a just settiemem to- regain 
what is rightfully theirs (Iraqi). 
This was the only solution, "Bid 
Hussein has proven he is 
a serious lea der and we have 
hope in him reorganising the en- 
tire Arab Nation, which will 
hopefully lead to the liberation of 
Palestine.” 

According to a dentist, Iraq’s 
move was a preventive measure 
against American intervention in 
foe Gulf. She said that the U.S. • 
was preparing to “put its foot in 


die Gulf and Saddam prevented it 
before it happened.” 

The dentist added that Kuwait 
“deserved what it got” because 
“very few people were benefit- 
ting from the ofl wealth that 
belongs to afl Arabs who have 
shed blood to defend all the Arab 
countries.” She said that Iraq will 
reorganise the Arab wealth and 
development and put an end to 
the Western usurpation of ofl. 

“This had to happen," she said. 

“No-one ruled out the possibil- 
ity of danger the Iraq move poses 
on tiie Arab region, including 
those who believed that it will be 
for the-. better in the long- run. 

Sa’id, a young businessman, 
said it was very dangerous be- 
cause “if Iraq did not receive a 
go-ahead from the United States 
first, then it is messing around 
with American territory.” 

He added that another danger 
would be Israel capitalising on 
this move by cracking down hard 
.on tiie intifada and die Palesti- 
nians in the occupied territories, 
using the excuse of Arabs being- 
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“barbaric ate dangerous.” 

Bassam, an engineer, said that 
the Iraqi move would be negative 
if Israel capitalises on it and “act 
militari ly a gains t an Arab Coun- 
try, and/or if general personal 
freedoms in the region would 
deteriorate as a consequence.” 

Bassam's positive outlook was 
that ofl prices would go up and 
additional income would be “fair- 
ly shared and well-invested in real 
development in all Arab coun- 
tries, especially financially-strap- 
ped Egypt, Sudan and Jordan.” 

Many viewed KatMam Hussein 
as foe “godot” the Arab people 
have been waiting for. 

One taxi driver, AH, summed 
op a general feeling in tile Jorda- 
nian street: “We wish he (Sad- 
dam) came during late Egyptian 
President Gamal Abdul Nasser’s 
era. The two courageous men 
would have made a great team 
and could have liberated all Arab 
lands occupied by Israel and colo- 
nised by foe West. We wish there 
were more Saddams in our 
midst." 
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An oil crisis 


turns take-over 


NICOSIA (R) — Iraq's takeover 
of Kuwait followed the failure of 
crisis talks between the two states 
in Saudi Arabia. 

Iraqi President Saddam Hus- 
sein ignited the dispute two 
weeks ago when he accused his 
tiny Gulf neighbour Kuwait, and 
the United Arab Emirates, of 
driving down the price of oil by 
cheating on their OPEC quotas 
and flooding the market. 

He also revived territorial 
claims against Kuwait The bor- 
der has never been agreed but 
Iraq was quiet about its claims 
when Kuwait and other Golf 
Arab states were funding its 
1980-88 war with Iran. 

The row escalated when Iraq’s 
Foreign Minister Tareq Aziz ac- 
cused Kuwait of stealing $2.4 
billion worth of oil from Iraqi 
fields. 

Saddam deployed thousands of 
elite troops-, backed by armour 
and missile launchers to the 
Kuwaiti border. 

Western analysts described the 
deployment as “scare tactics” 
ahead of an Organisation of Pet- 
roleum Exporting Countries 
meeting in Geneva but the buil- 
dup continued after the OPEC 
talks were over. 

Key events: 

— July 17 — Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein denounces Gulf 
quota-busters, accusing them of 
stabbing Iraq in the back with a 
poisoned dagger. 

— July 18 — Iraqi Foreign 
Minister Tareq Aziz tells the 
Arab League Kuwait has stolen 
$2.4 billion worth of Iraqi oil and 
has built military posts on Iraqi 
land. 

The UAE says it will cut oil 
output as promised. Kuwait’s 
parliament denounces Iraq's 
tirade. Arab leaders strive to 
defuse the crisis gets underway. 
Oil prices rise. 

— July 19 — Iraq accuses 
Kuwait of digging oil wells on 
Iraqi territory. 

— July 20 — Iraq’s state-con- 
trolled press says Kuwait and the 


UAE are not to be trusted to 
stick to their OPEC quotas. 
Egypt calls for calm. 

— July 21 — Saudi Foreign 
Minister flies to Baghdad and 
then Kuwait. Kuwait's Trade Un- 
ion Federation accuses Iraq of 
virtual declaration of war. 

— July 22 — Iraqi Foreign 
Minister arrives in Cairo- Egypt 
says Golf crisis wiD soon be over. 

— July 23 — Baghdad papers 
call Kuwait's foreign minister “a 
U.S. agent.” Kuwait denies it 
seeks to draw foreign powers into 
the dispute and says it wants 
Arabs to settle it. 

— July 24 — Iraq’s deployment 
of thousands of troops backed by 
armour to the Kuwaiti border 
revealed. U.S. warships in Gulf 
said on high alert. Egypt's Presi- 
dent Mubarak visits Iraq, Kuwait 
and Saudi Arabia. Oil prices rise 
again. 

Iraq says ahead of OPEC meet- 
ing in Geneva that demand 
should be choked until oil prices 
soar to $25 per barrel. 

— July 25 — Ir aq (tfmfliwte 
$2.4 billion in compensation from 
Kuwait. Mubarak says Kuwait 
and Iraq will meet in Jeddah to 
discuss crisis. Arab diplomats say 
Iraq has given Egypt assurances it 
will not attack Kuwait. 

— July 27 — OPEC agrees to 
raise its target price to $21 per 
barrel of ofl. Iraq warns Kuwait it 
must meet Baghdad’s “legitimate 
rights” at the planned Jeddah 
talks. 

— July 31 — Senior Iraqi and 
Kuwaiti officials meet in Jeddah, 
Saudi Arabia. Talks last two 
boors. The Washington Post re- 
ports that Iraq has almost 100,000 
troops at the Kuwaiti border. 

— Aug. 1 — Jeddah talks 
collapse without further meet- 
ings. Senior Iraqi delegate says 
meeting failed because Kuwait 
was not serious about meeting 
Iraq’s demands. Kuwaiti official 
says Kuwait refused to cede terri- 
tory. 

— Aug. 2 — Iraqi tanks and 
troops cross the border at 2 a m 


Kuwait 


a magnet 


KUWAIT (R) — Hundreds of 
thousands of foreigners, ranging 
from Sri I .an kan maids to high- 
powered European businessmen, 
are caught up in Iraq's Invasion of 
Kuwait. 

The tiny state, with its gleam- 
ing new highways, glass and steel 
office towers and a banking sys- 
tem awash with petrodollars, has 
been magnet for workers from all 
over Asia, the Middle East and 
flic West. 

Of the two million people who 
live in the country only 650,000 
are Kuwaiti citizens, according to 
official figures. 

Kuwait airport, now closed by 
the invasion, normally sees 
dozens of flights each day to such 
cities such as Cairo, Amman, 
Bombay and Karachi. 

Many of the foreign workers 
return home loaded with ap- 
pliances and consumer goods 
purchased with their earnings. 

Officials say Kuwaitis make up 
fewer than two per cent of work- 
ers in the private sector. In gov- 
ernment departments they num- 
ber around 40 per cent. 

Around 150,000 foreign maids, 
almost half from Sri Lanka, work 
in Kuwaiti homes. 

Westerners number only in the 
thousands bat bold senior posi- 
tions in banks and thuenl industry, 
as do a few hundred Japanese. A 
substantial groap of Western 
military advisers trains Kuwait! 
forces. 

Some 300,000 Palestinians 
have put down deep roots. They 
flocked to the country in the 
1960s to take advantage of oil 
income flooding the country. 
They now fill many professional 
positions. Egyptians, Jordanians 
and other Arabs are also 


numerous. 

In lates years Kuwaiti com- 
panies and government offices 
turned to the Indian subcontinent 
for employees, especially for cler- 
ical jobs. More than half the 
non-Kuwait labour force now 
come from south and southeast 
Asia. 


U.S. House panel asks for 
tighter sanctions on Iraq 


WASHINGTON (USIA) — The 
House Foreign Affairs Commit- 
tee by voice vote Aug. 1 
approved legislation that would 
impose comprehensive trade 
sanctions on Iraq. The foil House 
of Representatives is not ex- 
pected to consider the measure 
until September. 

Last week, both the House and 
the Senate adopted amendments 
to the farm bill which would 
impose trade sanctions on Iraq. 
Differences between the two ver- 
sions of that bfli must be resolved 
in conference. 

This bill sponsored by Howard 
Berman (Efemocrat-CaUfornia), 
does attempt to address some 
U.S. administration objections to 
legislated sanctions, according to 
committee sources. The bill 
“finds that” although Iraq is a 
party to the International Cove- 
nants of Human Rights, the hu- 
man rights practices of its govern- 
ment are considered “abysmal.” 

The bill would impose trade 
sanctions unless the president 
issued a waiver stating either that 
Iraq is in compliance with inter- 
national standards, or, that a 
waiver is essential to U.S. in- 
terests. 

The Berman legislation, com- 
mittee sources said Aug. 1, car- 
ries restrictions on goods and 
technology “one step further” 
than new regulations under the 
Export-Import Act announced by 
Assistant Secretary of State John 
Kelly before the House Foreign 
Affairs Committee July 31. 

The legislation would have 
the United States oppose any 
loan or financial or technical 


assistance to Iraq by international 
financial institutions, and would 
deny access to Export-Import 
Bank credit and all forms of 
assistance under the Foreign 
Assistance Act of 1961. 

It would also prohibit the sale 
to Iraq of any item on the United 
States muni tions list, government 
and commercial arms sales, and 
place restrictions on “dual use” 
goods, such as computers, elec- 
tronics, laser and communica- 
tions equipment and certain air- 
plane parts that have both civilian 
and military application. 

In 1989, about $60 million 
worth of such goods were sold 
commercially to Iraq, congres- 
sional sources said. Under the 
Berman legislation, the president 
might lift tlie sanctions only if he 
certified to Congress that the 
government of Iraq has demons- 
trated substantial improvement in 
its pattern of conduct in its re- 
spect for internationally recog- 
nised human rights, that it does 
not support international terror- 
ism, is no longer acquiring 
weapons and delivery systems of 
mass destruction, and that it is 
living up to its international com- 
mitments and obligations. 

Or, he (night certify to Con- 
gress that it is in the national 
interests of the U.S. to waive the 
sanctions, and give his justifica- 
tion for that determination. 

The administration has stated 
repeatedly that ft cannot support 
congressionally legislated sanc- 
tions which would impinge upon 
the foreign policy powers of the 
president or which deny the presi- 
dent essential flexibility in the 


making and carrying out of fore- 
ign policy. 

White House Deputy Spokes- 
man Roman Popadiuk July 25 
stressed the administration’s 
oppos i t i on to legislated sanctions 
in a briefing to foreign correspon- 
dents. 

“Obviously, there are various 
diplomatic channels that can be 
pursued before such measures 
can be undertaken,” Popadiuk 
noted, adding: 

“We’ve always been reluctant 
to sign on to sanctions that are 
legislated because those are pre- 
rogatives that fall into the pres- 
idential pawns for making and 
determining foreign policy.” 

Kelly, testifying before the 
House Foreign Affairs Commit- 
tee July 31 also said the adminis- 
tration will not support “broadly 
legislated sanctions.” 

“The administration remains 
opposed to broad-gauged sanc- 
tions legislation of the kind that is 
under consideration in the 
House, and that passed the 
Senate.” 

Kelly said the U.S. is “pro- 
foundly concerned" about Iraq's 
conduct in the Middle East, but 
“the administration could not, as 
a matter of policy, support leg- 
islation which foiled to give the 
president an unconditional waiv- 
er authority.” 

He said the department is en- 
gaged in doing a number of things 
which will dose avenues to the 
Iraqis that might contribute to the 
proliferation of weapons of mass 
destruction. “Efforts are already 
underway, and I think are going 
to be effective,” Kelly said. 



i everywhere in Kuwait. A view of Kuwait City 


According to figures from their 
homelands there are 100,000 In- 
dians. 85,000 Pakistanis, 70,000 


Bangladeshis, 80,000 Sri Lank- 
ans, 45,000 Filipinos, 10,000 
Chinese, 6,500 Thais and 700 


South Koreans. 

A substantial number of Ira- 
nians moved to the country be- 


fore the Iranian revolution in 
1979. Many took Knwaiti 
citizenship. - 


Iraq, Kuwait produce 20% of OPEC ofl 


NICOSIA (AP) — Iraq and 
Kuwait produce one fifth of the 
total ofl produced by the Orga- 
nisation of P etr oleum Exporting 
Countries (OPEC). 

Iraq is one of the major pro- 
ducers of the 13-member ofl 
group with a daily OPEC produc- 
tion quota of 3.14 million barrels. 
This is equal to that of Iran, and 
second only to Saudi Arabia's 
quota of 5.1 millio n barrels per 
day. 

Kuwait's quota is 13 million 
barrels per day out of an esti- 
mated prod u c ti on capacity of 23 


to 23 million barrels per day. 

The United States buys about 
200,000 barrels of oil per day 
from Kuwait and 500,000-600,000 
barrels per day from Iraq. 

ft was not immediately dear if 
the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait 
Thursday would i nte rr up t oil pro- 
duction or the free movement of 
tankers through the northern 
Gulf. 

The invasion sparked a sharp 
increase in the price of ml. 

In the first half of 1990, OPEC 
produced about 233 milli on bar- 
rels of erode oil per day, accord- 


ing to the Nicosia-based industry 
newsletter the Middle East Eco- 
nomic Survey. World production 
outside the Soviet Union and its 
former satellites was about 52 
milli on barrels daily. 

Iraq said Kuwait overproduc- 
tion caused a $14 bfllftm loss for 
Iraq, which is trying to rebuild its 
economy 

ft also accused Kuwait of steal- 
ing $2.4 bflhon in ofl during 
the war from an ofl field on the 
disputed frontier. 

Kuwait is the only OPEC mem- 
ber to have developed an inte- 


grated international system 
covering both production and dis- 
tribution of oil. The latter is dgne 
through a network of gas 
stations in Europe and elsewhere 
in partnership, with leading ofl 

co mpanies . 

Kuwait's huge oil reserves are 
backed by one of the largest 
financial reserves in- the world. 

Kuwait has more than $100 
billion of surplus petrodollars 
mostly inverted in the United 
States, Britain, West- Germany, 
France and other industrialised 
countries. 


Iraqi action draws 


international outcry 


LONDON (Agencies) — Nations 
around the world Thursday con- 
demned the Iraqi take-over of 
Kuwait, with the United States, 
Britain and France trying to pro- 
tect Kuwaiti assets by freezing 
them in their nations. 

The Soviet Union, one of 
Iraq’s largest arms supplier, 
announced that it was suspending 
deliveries. 

U.S. President George Bush 
called for the unconditional with- 
drawal of Iraqi forces and said 
“we’re not discussing” military 
intervention. However, the U.S. 
Defence Department announced 
that the aircraft carrier USS Inde- 
pendence, escorted by its six-ship 
battle group, had been ordered 
from the Indian Ocean to the 
Gulf to beef up the U.S. presence 
there. 

Libya’s Foreign Ministry issued 
a statement warning against fore- 
ign intervention, the official 
JANA news agency reported. 

“Foreign intervention on the 
part of imperialist powers is 
something which we utterly reject 
because the Arabs are capable of 
resolving their problems on their 
own,” the Libyan statement said. 

The Bush order also barred 
U.S. imparts of Iraqi oil and 
other transactions with Baghdad, 
an administration official said on 
condition he not be identified. 

In addition to Kuwaiti assets, 
the United States and France also 
froze Iraqi assets. 

A source at NATO headquar- 
ters in Brussels, Belgium, said the 
alliance’s political committee met 
Thursday. During the 90-minute 
meeting, the United States urged 
tiie allies “to begin a commercial 


embargo, which would include an 
arms embargo, . to freeze Iraqi 
assets and to take steps to p re ven t 
Iraq from taking Kuwaiti assets,” 
said a source, who spoke on 
condition of anonymity. 

France, also one of Iraq’s 
largest aims suppliers, said its 
deliveries had already been sus- 
pended because Iraq had fallen 
behind on payments. 

The Swiss government in- 
structed the nation’s banks 
Thursday to increase vigilance 
over Kuwaiti assets to prevent 
their seizure by Iraq. A spokes- 
man said the move amounted to a 
freeze cm Knwaiti assets. 

In Washington, the U.S. State 
Department mounted a worl- 
dwide effort to persuade other 
governments to help isolate Iraq. 
And a U.S. official, asking not to 
be further identified, said Assis- 
tant Secretary of State John Kelly 
had warned Iraq’s ambassador 
against attacking American 
citizens in Kuwait. 

The move followed the 14-0 
U.N. Security Council emergency 
session-, vote to condemn the 
attack. It demanded the uncon- 
ditional withdrawal of the Iraqi 
troops. - 

Britain unreservedly conde- 
mned Iraq's invasion of Kuwait, 
calling it a grave threat to peace 
in the Gulf region, and Foreign 
Office Minister William Wakleg- 
rave said: “The world cannot 
safely stand back and foil to seek 
the reversal of the annexati o n of 
a s m a l l state by a neighbouring 
large one.” 

Prime Minister Margaret 
Thatcher was to discuss the crisis 
with U.S. President George Bush 


at a meeting in Colorado later 
Thursday, Wal degrave said. 

Belgium, West Germany, and 
Norway all strongly condemned 
Iraq’s military action, demanding 
immediate and unconditional 
withdrawal of troops from 
Kuwait. 


In Japan, a foreign ministry 
. statement described the invasion 
as “extremely regrettable.” 
Stocks plummeted in Tokyo, the 
world's second largest ofl impor- 
ter. Japan depends on Mideast 
Gulf crude ofl for about 70 per 
cent of its needs. 

The Japanese government 
summoned Baghdad’s ambassa- 
dor to Tokyo, Rashid AI Rifai, 
and called for the immediate 
withdrawal of Iraqi troops. 

“Japan has called for the with- 
drawal of Iraqi troops from 
Kuwait,” Misoji Sakamoto, chief 
cabinet secretary, told re p o r ter s 
in Tokyo. 

He ruled out any major effect 
on ofl supplies to Japan. 

In Beijing, a foreign ministry 
statement said: “We appeal for 
an immediate end to military 
action and for a settlement of the 
dispute through peaceful negotia- 


feU short of a. foil condemnation 
of Iraq. -Beqmg would not- want 
to take sides in the dispute be- 
cause of its dose ties to both 
co untri es, the diplomats sand. . 

China proclaimed its neutrality 
in the Gulf war between Iran and 
Iraq but sold weapons to both 
rides. 


Australia and Singapore blunt- 
ly condemned the invarion, winch 
Ba g h d ad said was to support re- 
volutionaries who had over- 
thrown tiie Kuwaiti government. 

“Australia opposes and con- 
demns any Iraqi violation of 
Kuwaitis territorial integrity, and 
calls on Iraq to withdraw its 
forces,” said a spokesman for the 
department of foreign affairs and 
trade in Canberra. - 


tons.’ 


“Iraq’s action has serious im- 
plications for the stability and 
security of the Gulf region,” he 
said. 

In Singapore, the ministry of 
foreign affairs said in a statement: 
“This blatant disregard in the 
U.N. Charter and other fun- 
damental principles of interna- 
tional law is a threat to the 
security of small states every- 
where.’' 


The statement, referring to 
what it called reports of the intru- 
sion of Iraqi troops into Kuwait, 
said: “The Chinese government is 
deeply concerned and worried 
over tins.” 

China, one of five permanent 
members of tiie United Nations 
Security Council, said both coun- 
tries were its friends. 

Asian diplomats in Beijing said 
the carefully- worded statement 


“Singapore calls for immediate 
and unconditional withdrawal of 
foreign forces from Kuwait,” the 
statement said. 

New Zealand Prime Minister 
Geoffrey Palmer called on the 
United Nations to intervene to 
halt the fighting. 

“I hope that the United Na- 
tions Security Councfl wfll rapkfly 
intervene and bring hostilities to 
a bait,” he said in a statement to 
Reuters. 


* 



NICOSIA XR) — Kuwait’s vital 
cii exports came to a complete 
standstill Thursday after Iraqi 
trttopsiqvaded. 

*' A Kuwaiti Petroleum Corpora- 
tion (KPQ official tokl Reuters 
.by. telephone- that, all Kuwaitis 
giant terminals were shnt. .. 

’ “AH export facilities for^JOth ritf 
crodesandofl products have been 
dosed,” said the KPC pffiaal, who 
declined to be named. ; 

. ; -“I dp nbtfeaueany confirma- 
tion about crude ofl production, 
but my feeling is that it is also 
affected,” be added. ’ 
r Ahno«t 25 per cent of the world 
ofl’come& from ffie.fiinlfi indnd- 
ing Sa«fi Arabia, the biggest 
exporter, as WelKas Iraq and 
. Kuwait itself. / > /. •/ 

Just a day before, the invasion, 
Kuwait started ep cat its output 
by perriay 

to its new- OPEGquota of 13 
million in. fine with aa“ OPEC 
agreement annfdatraismgprices 
to; $21- a-terdi. - '.-t • '■ 

: The Kuwaiti official said that 
the crude export .terminals of Sea 
Island* North Pier and South Pier 
wfacfr have combined loading 
capacity of more : than.- 13 million 
Vd w^reej osed ri fortfy. aftcrThe 
invasion at dawi---^ - 

Loading* arKuwaitV major re- 
fmeiics Abmauh. Sburfba and 
Mina Abdulla with -a combined 
outputof morethanTOO.OOOb/d 
also stopped, he addedL 

The Kuwait he adqua rt e rs - of 
KPC which haratotalworicforce 
; of more than 20,1100 yras des- 
erted accotrhng to a smiks affi- 
.dal coofectedtytc^epbonc from 
Nicosia. . 

KPC has an extensive ^ market- 
ing anddigtribation nctwprkwith 

more than 4,000 filling stations in 
Europe tmd elsewhere. ' 


& 
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Trading 
in Kuwaiti 
dinar halted 
temporarily * 


AMMAN (J-T.) — The Iraqi 
dinar 'Dnnsd&y rose 17 per cent 
over its Wednesday value in 
fin ancial dealings in Jordan as a 
result of tire Iraqi takeover of 
Kuwait ;. y 
The Iraqi dinar,- which traded 
at 170 Jordanian fils Wednesday, 
was trading at 210 fib Thursday 
poon and the valued was still 
climbing. , \ ■ . . 

Financial traders said they had 
stopped dealing in Knwaiti dinars 
Thursday noting that tite latest 
value, it ported was 2*350 fils. 

Accor ding to soirees, the 
Kuwaiti dinar will port a signifi- 
cant dedrne in its sale valne if the 
situation between Iraq and 
Kuwait stays unsettled. 

Informed sources told the Jor- 
dan Times that trading the sl 
Kuwait dinar was .temporarily 
halted until the issues between 
Iraq and Kuwait become^ dear. 

The sources added that every 
Jordanian, financial, institution 
had taken its own initiative in the 
prevailing .efreumstanoes. 

Jordanian financial institutions 
did not receive, any instructions 
from the central bank regarding 
the two currencies involved. ' 


American concern mounts over rising reliance on oil imports 


By Sam Burks 

USIA Staff Writer 


WASHINGTON — Congress 
and Bush administration officials 
have expressed growing concern 
over the rising U.S. dependence 
on imported oil, particularly oil 
from tiie politically volatile Gulf 
area. 

“We are reaching import levels 
that many people regard as worri- 
some,” U.S. Secretary of Energy 
James Watkins told a recent con- 
gressional hearing. “In 1989, our 
net imports represented 41 per 
cent of the oil we consumed, up 
from just 27 per cent in 1985. 
Most of oar oil comes from neigh- 
bouring countries, but increasing 
amounts are from the Mideast." 

Lower U.S. oil production and 
rapidly increasing domestic de- 
mand “virtually assure that even 
higher levels of import depend- 
ence will characterise die 1990s,” 
Watkins predicted. 

At a Senate subcommittee 
hearing July 27, Lloyd Bentsen, 


chairman of the powerful Senate 
Finance Committee, pointed out 
that foreign energy imports have 
become “the single largest uncon- 
trollable component” of the U.S. 
trade deficit Last year, the cost 
of U.S. oil imports was $49,000 
million, or about 45 per cent of 
the nation's $109 ,000-million 
trade deficit for 1989. 

“Within 10 years,” Senator 
Pete Dommici warned at the July 
27 tearing, “we could be spend- 
ing $150,000 million to $200,000 
million a year for imported ofl. 
That amount is greater than our 
total trade deficit today, raising 
serious questions about our abil- 
ity ever to reduce tiie deficit.” 

The latest data from the Ener- 
gy Information Administration 
(EIA), an agency of the Depart- 
ment of Energy, indicates that 
net U.S. imports (gross imports 
minus exports) of petroleum in 
the first quarter of 1990 rose to 45 
per cent of total domestic de- 
mand on an annualised average 


barfs. Net imports from the Orga- 
nisation of Petroleum Exporting 
Countries (OPEC) oveT that 
same three-month period aver- 
aged almost 26.9 per cent of total 
consumption, and imports from 
OPECs Arab members averaged 
14.1 per cent of total demand, 
their highe st level since 1980. 

. By way of comparison, net 
U.S. ofl imports as a per cent of 
total demand in 1973 — the year 
the Arab ofl embargo began — 
averaged only 34.8 per cent, ris- 
ing to a historical high of 463 per 
cent in 1977. Imports from OPEC 
members averaged only 173 of 
total demand in 1973, soaring to a 
record high of 33.6 per cent four 
years later. Net imports from 
OPEC’s Arab members averaged 
Only 53 per cent of total demand 
in 1973, but they rose to an 
ail-time high of 173 per cent in 
1977. 

Net imp orts generally are be- 
lieved to reflect a more accurate 
'picture of U-S. petroleum de- 


pendence than gross imports. 
However, the American Pet- 
roleum Institute (API), a trade 
association representing some 
250 U.S. producers, uses gross 
imports in its statistical reporting. 

Accenting to tiie API, total 
U.S. oil imports during the first 
half of 1990 rose to a record 49.9 
per cent of domestic demand, the 
previous peak being 48.8 per cent 
set in the first six moths of 1977. 
Since the first half of 1985, tiie 
API reported, total imports have 
risen by 3.7 million barrels per 
day, or nearly 80 per cent In the 
month of Jane, alone, total im- 
ports averaged 9,001,000 bands 
per day, or 52.3 per cent of all 
domestic petroleum deliveries, 
and imports from the Persian 
Gulf represented 24.7 per cent of 
total imports. 

In contrast, U.S. domestic oil 
production averaged only 73 mil- 
lion barrels per day in the first six 
months of 1990, nearly 6 per cent 
.fewer tfaanfirrt-half production a 


year ago. This was or 1.7 million 
barrels per day, or 20 per cent, 
below production in the first six 
months of 1985 and was the 
lowest level in 29 years, the API 
said. 

Production in the lower 48 
states (the United States less 
Alaska and Hawaii) fell nearly 
6.3 per cent, or roughly 370,000 
barrels a day, to an average of 53 
nuHkm barrels per day during the 
first half of 1990. Alas Industry 
and government analysts attri- 
bute the growing U.S. depend- 
ence on imported oil to a number 
of interrelated factors. Lower 
world, prices since 1985 have bad 
the simultaneous effect of dis- 
couraging domestic production 
and encouraging imports, they 
maintain. Abo, more stringent 
U.S. environmental controls, 
heightened by increasng public 
concern over oil spills and air 
pollution, have made venture 
capital more scarce for indepen- 
dent drillers — who historically 


have discovered most new 
domestic oil fields — and caused 
large oil companies to shelve 
their plans for new offshore ex- 
ploration and development. 

In a move to spur domestic 
production. President Bush has 
asked Congress to approve tax 
incentives that would permit in- 
dependent producers to deduct 
from their income a larger por- 
tion of drilling costs; increase the 
net income limitation for foe cur- 
rent oil depletion allowance, and 
provide temporary tax audits for 
certain exploratory drilling costs 
and for new projects in enhanced 
ml recovery. 

According to administration 
officials, these incentives 
together could add an estimated 
172,000 to 196,000 bands of ofl 
per day to domestic production 
and, based on an average price of 
$18 a barrel, reduce the U.S. 
trade deficit by as modi as $1,100 
million to $1,300 million per year. 
Other legislation pending in Con- 


gress cafl for stronger nationwide 
energy conservation measures, 
higher fuel efficiency standards 
for motor vehicles and renewed 
e mph asis on the development of 
alternative fuels — such as com- 
pressed natural gas, liquefied 
coal, electricity, methanol and 
ethanol — to reduce U.S. re- 
liance on imported ofl. 

White most kH^-tenn forecasts 
vary somewhat in their detailed 
analyses, they generally, agree 
that U.S. dependence on im- 
ported ofl is increasing. In its base 
case forecast for 1990, for exam- 
ple, the EIA sees net U.S. oil 
imports rising from 38 per cent trf 
total domestic cons umpti on in 
1988 to 61 per cent in die year 
2010; real economic growth (after 
adjustment fin- inflation) faffing 

from an average of 4.4 per cent in 

1988 to 2.4 per cent; world oil 
prices (in 1989 dollars) riAw 
.from $15.27 per band to $36.90; ' 
domestic oil production dropping 
from 8.14 mflflon barrels a day to- 


7.81 million barrels; net imports 
“creasing from 639 mlKnn bar- 
rels a day to 1235 million, and 
domestic c on s umptio n rising frm 
17.28 million barrels a <fay fo 1988 
to 2032 million by^2010. 

Data Resources Incorporated 
(DRI), a private U.S. eco 1 * 
uometrics forecasting firm; also 
sees net ofl imports rising fo 51 
per cent of domestic cbtisumptibu 
by the year 2010,. white another 
private rira,-vWhartpn: Eco- 
nometric Forecasting Associates 
(WEFA), sees net imjforts rising 
.to 72 per cent of domestic f con- 
somption over that saite. period. 

- Two U.S. .tradc associations 
that represent natural] 
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MCQSU:^ .r^ Irtqy-wbieb 
ntvaded astinybtrt ofl-ridi neiah- 
bonr'Ktiwa^.cifl 'niffisday, only 
cnfed its eight year war with 
’Neighbouring Iran in 298$, 

EoptdaSoo: 17,2 mfllicw'. Ara- 
bic fa tba-dfidoj 1 tmyny an>< 
Jtpolcen .by as overwhelming 
mjodtyoftfco population. Then* 
fa » 15, S' per oem-Kardfah minor- 
ityin_foe northeast. 

Religion: Predominantly Mam 
with Shi’ite Miqlmre f ormin g a 
slight majority; over the Smuts 
who have traditionally ruled tire 
.country. There* are Chrfetiao 
muQjtdes of different denoauaa- 
thus. . - 

Area: 434,924 square 
kilometres b o r d e red to the east 
by Iran, the south by Saadi Ara- 
bia,. and Kuwait, the west by 
Jordan and Syria ami to the north 
by Turkey. It was a short stretch 
of Golf coast next to Kuwait in 
the southeast . 

Capital: Baghdad, population 
around 4.65 motion: 

Armed forces: army 995,000 
men with more than 4,500 tanks. 
Airforce has 40,000 men with 500 
combat aircraft. Navy, some 
5,000 men with five frigates, 38 
patrol and coastal craft and eight 
mine warfare vessels. Paramilit- 
ary forces consist of 4,800 border 
security troops. 

Economy: Iraq's oil reserves of 
112 billion barrels are second 
only to those of Saudi Arabia's 
and the country fa dependent on 
oil exports for almost aH its hard 
currency needs. GDP in 1985 was 
$46.8 billion, having' declined at 
about two per cent a year over 
the previous five years. Main 
industries are mining , oil, gas, 
construction, fishing, fo re st ry's nd 
agriculture. Iraq had a trade sur- 
plus of $1.6 billion it) 1967. Its 


reckonable 
Gulf war 


.total external debt -m mid-1989 
was estimated at around S65 bil- 
lion. 

History: known to the ancient 
world as Mesopotamia. 

It later formed part of Turkey's 
Ottoman Empire until World 
War I when it came «nrffr British 
rote. Emir Faisal Tbn Hussein, a 
member of the Hashemite s became 
kmg in 1921 and the country 
regai n ed foil independence from 
’Britain in 1932. 

A military coup toppled the 
monarchy in 1958, and set off a 
period of political instability. The 
lefcwmg nationalist regime of Bri- 
gadier Abdul Karim Qasam took 
over. 

A Second coop by the military’s 
pan-Arab forces ousted Oassiin 
five years later and the new lead- 
ers developed closer ties with 
Egypt. Martial law was lifted in 
2965 and a civilian government 
inaugurated. 

The Baath Party's coup in 1968 
brought General Ahmed Hassan 
AI-Bakr to the presidency at the 
bead of the newly formed Re- 
volutionary Command Council. 

Saddam Hussein served as Al- 
Bakr's vice-president for 10 years 
before taking over as president in 
1979. 

Iran's. 1979 Islamic Revolution 
sent ripples of fear across the 
Golf region, with Iraq particular- 
ly vulnerable because of its large 
Shiite population. 

He revolution dealt a heavy 
blow to the strength and disci- 
pline of the Iranian army and 
Iraq, determined to fight off the 
throe of fdbwwin fundamental- 
ism from Tehran, attacked Iran in 
1980 in response to Iranian pro- 
vocations. The attacks started the 
Gulf war which became the Mid- 
dle East's longest and bloodiest 


armed conflict in modem times. 

Iraq was supplied with arras 
from the Soviet Union and funds 
by other Gulf states which feared 
Iran's dominance and its brand of 
radical Islam. 

The war cost an estimated one 
million lives before a United Na- 
tions- sponsored ceasefire took 
effect in August 1988. 

Since the ceasefire, the govern 
ment has concentrated on 
broadening Iraq's industrial base 
to reduce its dependence on oil 
exports. The Kurdish provinces' 
long-running push for autonomy 
continued with sporadic rebel- 
lions during the Gulf war. 

Gulf peace talks, which fol- 
lowed the ceasefire, have pro- 
duced little result though both 
Iran and Iraq have recently 
announced of a possible break- 
through following an exchange of 
letters between Saddam and Ira- 
nian President Ali Akbar Hashe- 
mi Rafsanjani in recent months. 

Iraq's foreign relations have 
been characterised by squabbles 
with its neighbours, particularly 
Syria which is ruled by a rival 
Baatb faction. Tics with Kuwait 
have been poisoned by a long- 
standing dispute over an oil-rich 
border area. 

In the days before its invasion 
Iraq accused Kuwait and the Un- 
ited Arab Emirates (UAE) of 
flooding die world oil market 
through overproduction thereby 
driving price down. 

Relations with the West have 
suffered because of Baghdad's 
political stands and efforts to 
boost its military power this year. 
The discovery of shipments 
bound for Iraq of what were 
claimed to be parts of an enor- 
mous gun led to a further worsen- 
ing of relations with the West. 
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BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq's iron- 
fisted President Saddam Hussein, 
whose troops took over neigh- 
bouring. Kuwait cm Thursday, fa 
no stranger to his array into ac- 
tion. 

.SwAhtm was born on April 28, 
1937, m TBorit, north of Baghdad 
cm the banks of the Tigris River. 
His father died nine months later 
and be was raised by an unde. 

. tie (fid not enter school until he- 
was nine. At 18, he. moved to 
Baghdad and was drawn into 
student politics. 

He became a Baatb Party 
member after joining an uprising 
a gamst die government in 1956. 

In 1959, be took part in an 
attempt to assassinate then Prime 
Minis ter Abdul Karim Kassexn- 

The plot was uncovered and 
Saddam fled to Egypt raid - then 
Syria. In 1963 be returned to 
Baghdad when die Baatb Party 
seized power in a coop. 

Only nine months later Sad- 
dam was on the run again after 
the Baathists were toppled. He 
was 'caught and jailed, and re- 
leased in 1966. 

He helped plot the July 17 
1968, coup that put the Baaih 
Party bade m power. Appointed 
deputy cbatmian of the ruling 
Revolutionary Command Coun- 
cil (RCC), he swiftty emerged as 
the driving ihret. of the regime. 


. In tittle more than a decade be 
rose to become president, prime 
'minister, commander- in -chief, 
RCC chairman and Baath Party 
chief. 

He showed be would not toler- 
ate dissent shortly after becoming 
president in 1979 when 22 senior 
officials were executed by fixing 
squad for conspiring against the 
state. 

Saddam hastened a move to- 
wards friendship with conserva- 
tive Arab states and doser econo- 
mic ties with the West that first 
emerged after ofl prices quadru- 
pled in 1973-74. 

Iraq also has a friendship and 
cooperation treaty with Moscow. 
Iraq, one of the world’s biggest 
oil exporters until the Gtrif war, 
embaricedon ambitious economic 
development plans. 

- But Saddam’s bid to establish 
Iraq as the major political end 
militar y power in the Gulf after 
the downfall of the shah of Iran 
led him into conflict with the new 
Islamic regime there. 

The two countries were tradi- 
tional rivals and previous long- 
running disputes were settled 
only by a treaty that Saddam 
signed with the shah in 1975. 

Saddam frit the treaty was un- 
fair to Iraq and that he had been 
forced to sign because Iranian- 
backed Kurdish rebels in north 


Iraq had brought die government 
to tiie verge of collapse. 

After a series of border inci- 
dents, Saddam abrogated the 
treaty and ordered troops to 
attack Iran, maintaining be had 
acted in response to intolerable 
Iranian aggression. 

Most analysts saw foe invasion 
as a pre-emptive strike against 
Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini 
exporting his Shi'ite fun- 
damentalism across the border. 

Saddam, a Sunni Muslim, 
feared the Islamic revolution that 
toppled the shah in 1979 could 
also take root in predominantly 
Shi’ite Iraq, they said. 

Saddam's iron nerve and skil- 
led exploitation of widespread 
Arab and Western distaste for 
Iran’s revolutionary regime has 
helped him hold on, especially 
when Iranian counter-attacks 
drove back Iraqi forces, diplo- 
mats say. 

In the violent canldron of Iraqi 
politics, he has had to surround 
himself with e xt ra or di nary secur- 
ity. A book published in 1983 by 
-his brother and then intelligence 
chief, Barzan 'Hkriti, said be had 
survived seven assassination 
attempts in 15 years. 

Hussein married his cousin, Sa- 
jida ToKah, in 1963 and has five 
children. 
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Kuwaiti army no match for Iraq’s military machi 


nc i 


LONDON (R) — Kuwait’s 
armed forces, overrun by invad- 
ing Iraqi troops on Thursday, are 
outnumbered 50-to-one by their 
powerful neighbour's one-mil- 
lion-strong military machine. 

Despite its bruising eight-year 
war with neighbouring Iran, Pres- 
ident Saddam Hussein's Iraq re- 
mains the dominant military pow- 
er in foe region. 

Iraq can deploy an impressive 
range of tanks, planes, helicop- 
ters, missiles and rocket laun- 
chers, backed by a chemical 
weapons manufacturing capabil- 
ity, according to the latest survey 
of the world’s military might by 
the London-based International 
Institute for Strategic Studies 


(IISS). 

Opposition Kurdish groups and 
international investigators say 
Iraq has used chemical weapons 
to deadly effect, although Bagh- 
dad denies this. Earlier this year 
Saddam threatened to use che- 
mical shells against Israel if it 
invaded any Arab country. 

Moreover, Britain has claimed 
Iraq was trying to build a huge 
“supergun" capable of bombard- 
ing its regional enemies. It con- 
tends steel cylinders seized in 
several countries were destined to 
be parts of the weapon. 

Iraq denies the allegation and 
says the cylinders were meant for 
a petrochemical plant. 

Kuwait belongs to foe Gulf 


Cooperation Council (GCC). an 
alliance formed in 1981 to block 
any spillover of the Iran-Iraq war. 

The six GCC states — Saudi 
Arabia, Kuwait, foe United Arab 
Emirates, Oman, Qatar and 
Bahrain — are linked by a mutual 
defence pact, but integration is 
hampered by lack of equipment 
standardisation. 

Following is a summary of the 
forces and equipment of the 
states of the region according to 
the IISS: 

Iraq — one million men under 
arms. 5.500 main battle tanks, 
450 artillery pieces and multiple 
rocket launchers, 510 combat air- 
craft, 160 armed helicopters, five 
frigates and 36 Soviet-designed 


scud missiles. 

Kuwait — 20,300 men in its 
mainly British-equipped armed 
forces, 275 tanks, 90 artillery 
pieces and rocker launchers, 36 
warplanes. 18 armed helicopters. 

Saudi Arabia — 65,700 men, 
550 tanks. 450 missile launchers 
and artillery pieces, 180 war- 
planes and nine missiles. 

Iran — 600,000 men, 500 
tanks, 900 artillery pieces and 
rocket launchers, 190 warplanes. 
110 battle helicopters and 50 scud 
missiles, three destroyers and five 
frigates. 

United Arab Emirates — 
43,000 men, 131 main battle 
tanks, 76 light tanks, 155 artillery 
pieces and multiple rocket laun- 


chers, 60 warplanes and 19 armed 
helicopters. 

Oman — 25,509 men, 39 main 
battle tanks, 36 light tanks. 75 
artillery pieces and rocke: laun- 
chers and 62 comber aircraft. 

Qatar — 7,000 men, 24 msin 
battle tanks. 14 artillery pieces, 
13 combat aircraft end 16 v .e<5 

helicopters. 

Bahrain — 3,350 men, 5-1 
tanks, 20 artillery pieces, 13 com- 
bat aircraft and 16 armed helicop- 
ters. 

Foreign forces in the Gulf in- 
clude those of the United States 
navy, a British naval patrol and 
visiting warships from France and 
other European nations. 


Oil, dollar and gold soar 


LONDON (AP) — Oil prices, 
the dollar and gold soared on the 
world financial markets after 
Iraq's take-over of Kuwait on 
Thursday, but then fell back 
when buyers decided they had 
overreacted 

Oil prices were nearly 52 a 
barrel higher late Thursday after 
rising more than $3 earlier in 
frenzied trading because of fears 
that foe invasion would disrupt 
supplies. 

Iraq and Kuwait are among the 
world’s biggest oil producers and 
represent more than 20 per cent 
of OPEC's output. 

The dollar jumped mostly 
against foe Japanese yen. because 
foe American currency is viewed 
as a safe haven and Japan imports 
99 per cent of its oil. 

Gold, also regarded as a safe 
investment during times of tur- 
moil, finished in London with a 
gain of more than $4, after having 
risen nearly $14. 

Stock prices fell on inflationary 
fears but oil-related shares be- 
nefitted. 

There was confusion in the 
financial markets following foe 
Iraqi operation earlier Thursday, 
experts said. 

"There are a lot of wild cards 
out there," said Peter Gignoux, 
manager of the international 
energy desk at Sbearson Lehman 
Hutton Inc. in London. 

Ted Arnold, a metals specialist 
at Merril Lynch, Pierce, Fenner 
and Smith Ltd. in London, said: 
The market at this stage is very, 
very confused. No one is certain 
what is going to happed.” 

The spot price of North Sea 
brent blend, the most widely 
traded international crude oil, 
stood at $22.39 a barrel by late 
Thursday afternoon, up from 
Wednesday’s London close of 
$20.40. 

I would say that the market 
was pretty frenzied,” Gignoux 
said. 

The last time oil prices moved 
up this sharply was during foe 
I ranian revolution in 1979, Gig- 
noux said. 

Trading on the Amsterdam- 
Rotterdam-Antwerp spot oil 
market was disorderly, and one 
Rotterdam broker complained of 
difficulty in getting accurate price 
quotes. 

In Tokyo, the dollar dosed at 
148.90 yen, up 2.25 yen from 
Wednesday's dose and later in 
London, the dollar was quoted at 
a higher rate of 149.60 yen. Gold 
in London was quoted at a late 
spot bid price of $378.75 bid per 
ounce, np from $37430 late 
Wednesday. 

London’s Financial Times- 
Stock Exchange 100-share index 
finished 34.5 points, or 1.5 per 
cent, lower at 2,304.5. 

In light of Britain's decision to 
freeze all Kuwaiti assets, the Lon- 
don stock exchange late Thursday 
advised members to review all 
securities transactions entered 
into on behalf of foe government 
of Kuwait or any p ers on Hving in 


Kuwait. 

The stock exchange advised 
member firms not to undertake 
any further business on behalf of 
such investors and suggested that 
its members "explore foe possi- 
bility of cancelling all such trans- 
actions entered into during the 
course of August 2.” 

The United States also froze 
Kuwaiti assets, as well as Iraqi 
assets in that country. 

Retail price increases for gaso- 
line and borne heating oil may not 
be noticeable for four to eight 
weeks because current supplies 
on hand are adequate, said Ed- 
ward Ryan, an oil trader with 
Dean Witter Reynolds Inc. 

Oil producers already are fac- 
ing a world glut of crude, partly 
doe to high production by OPEC 
countries. 

The International Energy 
Agency announced that emergen- 
cy stocks held by the group's 21 


member nations totalled 99 days 
of projected consumption, or ab- 
out 260 days of net imports, their 
higbest level since 1981. 

Peter Nicol, ao analyst with the 
London investment firm Warburg 
Securities, said he did not expect 
any actual disruption of oil sup- 
plies. He saief prices could drift 
back down if there is not “major 
escalation of news.” ' 

But Nicol said foe fear of dis- 
ruption “is genuine and people 
are right to be concerned. It 
makes people focus again on foe 
security of supplies." 

Countries that depend on 
Kuwait and Iraqi oil could easily 
switch to other suppliers in a 
global market that is awash in ofl 
— at least for now. 

However, North Sea produc- 
tion currently is down to 1.9 
million barrels a day, instead of 
the normal 2.3 million barrels a 
day, because fields are shut down 


for routine summer maintenance. 
On Thursday, oil workers began 
a 24-hour wildcat strike to protest 
safety standards. 

“The bigger issue here is will 
Iraq keep oil off foe market to 
keep the price up? Iraq has quite 
a bit of muscle at foe moment," 
Nicol said. 

Under an OPEC agreement 
readied in Geneva last week," 
Iraq has a quota of 3.14 million 
barrels a day, and Kuwait of 1.5 
million barrels a day under the 
group's overall production ceiling 
of 22.5 million barrels a day for 
the second half the year. The 
13-member group’s oil reference 
price is $21 a barrel. 

OPEC currently is producing 
about 23 million barrels day, 
Nicol said. 

At the OPEC meeting, Iraq 
had pressed for a reference price 
of $25 a barrel and for output 
curbs. 
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OPEC’s quota gaps 

* 

Quotas and production estimates for the first 
five months of 1990 for members of the 
Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries, 
In thousands of barrels per day. 
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$ Includes production from neutral zone shared by Kuwait and 
Saudi Arabia. 

t + United Arab Emirates had promised to abide by their quota. 
Source: Energy Information Administration 
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WASHINGTON — 
The Senate Thursday 
President George Bush lt. 
extra month’s authority to 
begin pumping oil from 
the nation's strategic pet- 
roleum reserve into the 
market should Iraq's inva- 
sion of Kuwait disrupt 
world oi] supplies. 

On a voice vote, the 
Senate passed a tempor- 
ary extension of the Ener- 
gy Policy Conservation act 
that established the 580- 
miliion-barrel rainy-day 
stockpile of unrefined 
crude oil in response to 
the 1973-74 Arab oil 
embargo. 

Without the extension. 
Bush’s authority to start 
pumping oil from the re- 
serve would have expired 
Aug. 15, while Congress is 
on vacation. 

The stockpile, 
in salt caverns ale?" 
Louisiana-Texas c oiz.. 
contains oil worth $20 bil- 
lion. 

The administration and 
Congress have been bat- 
tling for the past 18 
months over whether to 
increase the stockpile’s 
size to one billion barrels. 
Bush opposes the in- 
crease. 


Seri&iX: energy _ ; 

tee. That cushion has 
len from 110 days 
middle 1980s becnvse o 
growing U.S. depezc'enci 
on foreign crude. 
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Rebels plot against each other in advance on capital 

Assault on Doe fizzles out 


A Liberian rebel fighter 


MONROVIA (R) — A strong 
government counter-attack fiz- 
zled out in Liberia’s seesaw con- 
flict, as rebel groups strode back 
but plotted against each other for 
ultimate victory in the country’s 
corpse-strewn capital city. 

The United Stales appealed to 
other countries to stop arming the 
waning factions, which seem de- 
termined to figfal to the finish 
despite their country's quickening 
slide into anarchy. 

Terrified civilians cowered in 
their homes or desperately tried 
to find other refugees as rival 
bands of fighters dashed in cen- 
tral and outer Monrovia. 

The streets of the city were 
littered with the bodies of civi- 
lians kilted in Tuesday's fierce 
fighting, and shop fronts gaped 
empty with nothing left for loo- 
ters to take away. 


Baker assures Mongolia 
of American support 


ULAN BATOR, Mongolia (AP) 
— U.S. Secretary of State James 
Baker the highest-level American 
to visit in 46 years, expressed 
support Thursday for recent 
democratic reforms in this long- 
time Soviet satellite nan on. 

“We are very heartened by the 
peaceful emergence of democra- 
cy in Mongolia,” be told repor- 
ters as he sat down for talks with 
Mongolian President Punsalmaa- 
gun Ochirbat. “We have express- 
ed our desire to continue to sup- 
port political and economic re- 
forms in Mongolia.” 

He also signed an agreement to 
send peace corps volunteers to 
teach English. 

Baker arrived from Irkutsk in 
the Soviet Union, where he and 
Soviet Foreign Minister Eduard 
Shevardnadze discussed a way to 
end the civil war in Afghanistan 
and a third U.S.-Soviet summit. 
But their talks were oversha- 
dowed in the final horns by Iraq's 
invasion of Kuwait. 

Baker told reporters on the air 
force jet from Irkutsk that he 
asked the Soviet to halt any arms 
shipments to Iraq that might be in 
the pipeline. He did not say how 
Shevardnadze replied, but de- 
scribed the foreign minister as 
“not pleased'* by the invasion. 

The secretary of state was ex- 
pected to cut short his Mongolian 
visit, the first high-level visit by 
any U.S. administration official 
since 1944. He had planned to 
leave Ulan Bator, the capital, at 
midday Friday for two days of 
fishing and hunting in Mongolia's 
Gobi Desert. 

Baker held successive meetings 
with Ochirbat, Prime Minister 
Sharavyn Gunjaadorg and Com- 
munist Party Chairman Gombo- 
javyn Ochirat. The two Odrirbats 
are not related. 

He and Mongolian Foreign 


Minister Gombosuren then 
signed a consular agreement and 
the peace corps agreement, 
which provides for as many as IS 
volunteers to arrive each year. 
The first group is expected to 
arrive next year, with most 
teaching English. 

The consular convention is a 
standard agreement setting out 
the rights of each other’s consular 
officials to protect and assist their 
nationals living in the other 
country. 

U.S. Assistant Secretary of 
State Richard Solomon and Mon- 
golia’s Deputy Foreign Minister, 
Oizvoi, initialed a commercial 
agreement that contained an 
“understanding in principle’' to 
exchange most-favoured nation 
trade status, a State Department 
news release said. 

It said the agreement would 
not be formally signed until after 
further negotiations. The Mongo- 
lians have been eager to obtain 
MFN trade status, which would 
entitle their exports to the lowest 


available tariffs. They also are 
seeking U.S. investment and 
loans to help develop their long- 
stagnant economy as they embark 
on a programme of free-market 
reforms. 

Baker originally was scheduled 
to meet Friday with leaders of 
several new. Non-communist par- 
ties that challenged the Commun- 
ists Sunday in Mongolia’s first 
free elections ever. It was not 
dear if the meeting would be 
moved up to Thursday. 

The five opposition parties won 
a total of about 40 per cent of the 
seats in a key legislative body, 
and Communist Party n»artman 
Ochirbat "has said his party will 
invite them to join the cabinet, 
ending the Communists' seven- 
decade monopoly on power. 

Baker is the first high-level 
administration figure to visit 
Mongolia since, 1944, when Vice- 
President Henry Wallace came 
on his way from China to Irkutsk. 
At the time, the United States 
and Soviet Union, Mongolia's 


Baker cuts short visit 

ULAN BATOR (R) — U.S. Secretary of State of James Baker said 
Thursday he had been asked by President George Bosh to cut short 
his visit to Mogolia and fly back to Wsihlngluu "gflday because of 
the crisis over the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait, a U.S. official said. 

The official said Baker made the announcement at a banquet 
gven in Ms honour by Mongolian President PaasatamgSa Odtir- 
bai. He said he would leave on Friday afternoon after meeting 
opposition leaders and giving a news conference with Foreign 
Minister TserenpQHo Gombosuren, 

His flight to Washington via Japan and Alaska wffl take about 20 
hoars. 

Baker told Ms Mongolian hosts; “I just talked with President 
Bush and although ft reafly breaks my he a rt to say tMs I think I 
should return home.” 

He explataed Ms speedy departure was because of the events in 
Kuwait. Baker was scheduled to stay until Sunday and take a 
hunting and fishing trip to the Gobi desert region. 

“But maybe this (departure) wfll give me an excuse to return,” 
said Baker. 
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IRKUTSK, Soviet Union (R) — 
U.S. Secretary of State James 
Baker and Soviet Foreign Minis- 
ter Eduard Shevardnadze discus- 
sed summits, regional conflicts 
and the peaceful uses of outer 
space on the first of two days of 
talks in Siberia. 

Shevardnadze said Wednesday 
night the two sides had begun 
talking about Af ghanis tan and 
that there were prospects for in- 
itiatives to promote an end to the 
conflict there. 

“We began the discussion. I'd 
like to note that this time there 
were no differences and contra- 
dictions,” Shevardnadze told 
Soviet journalists at an Irkutsk 
hotel after hosting dinner for 
Baker. 

The Soviet news agency TASS 
quoted him as saying there was a 
chance for “more dynamic ac- 
tions in the region to promote a 
settlement,” 

Earlier, both U.S. and Soviet 
officials dampened speculation 
on the prospects of a break- 
through to end the 11-year con- 
flict. 

“We’re closer together but we 
just aren’t there yet,” said a U.S. 
official. The main stumbling 
block is the role of Soviet-backed 
Afghan President Najibullah dur- 
ing a proposed interim period 
leading to elections. 

Najibuilah’s sudden departure 
for the Soviet Union this week 
prompted speculation tfat a deal 
was afoot. But Shevardnadze said 
the Afghan leader was expected 
to return to Kabul after medical 
treatment and a holiday. 

Shevardnadze said Soviet and 
U.S. officials thoroughly discusr 
sed the situation in die Asia- 
Pacific region, including die Ko- 
rean Peninsula, and readied a 
better understanding of the re- 
gion’s problems. 


He also said the two rides 
reached an understanding over 
preparations for a European 
summit. 

Shevardnadze earlier con- 
firmed that be wanted to discuss 
prospects for a third summit be- 
tween U.S. President George 
Bush and Soviet leader Mikhail 
Gorbachev before the end of this 
year. 

Such a meeting would have to 
fit into an already crammed inter- 
national diplomatic schedule that 
indudes a probable summit of the 
35-nation Conference on Security 
and Cooperation in Europe in 
Paris in November. 

The superpowers want to com- 
plete a treaty to slash their arsen- 
als of long-range nuclear weapons 
by then and also to reach a pact 
on East-West conventional forces 
in Europe. 

TASS said Shevardnadze and 
Baker covered a variety of other 
topics including protection of 
capital investments, avoidance of 
doable taxation and settlement of 
financial and p ro p erty claims. 

It said there was discussion of 
the peaceful use of outer space, 
dealing with cooperation in ex- 
ploration of the moon and Mars, 
and an international service to 
protect the earth by monitoring 
natural and artificial space ob- 
jects, 

Shevardnadze and Baker, who 
were meeting for the 11th time 
this year, took time off to go 
fishing cm Lake Baikal, said to 
hold one-sixth of the world’s 
fresh water. 

TASS news agency later re- 
ported that both Baker and She- 
vardnadze had left Irkutsk at the 
end of their talks. Baker flew to 
Mangoiia. 

It also reported that both sides 
had signed a communique outlin- 
ing the understandings readied 


during their meeting. 

The communique made no 
mention of the Soviet offer to halt 
production of rail-based missiles 
but said both had issued instruc- 
tions to speed up work on tile 
START treaty. 

It said the talks had lad the 
basis for all questions on Ger- 
many to be settled at the “two 
(Hus four” meeting in Moscow 
and linked the success of the Paris 
summit to a successful conclusion 
of Vienna talks in conventional 
forces. 

U.S. to cat forces 

The Defence Department 
plans to cat American nnlitaiy 
forces by 500,000 from the cur- 
rent 2.1 nrillioa by the middle of 
the 1990s, the New York Times 
reported Thursday. 

The paper said the Pentagon 
had drafted a blueprint for milit- 
ary strategy in the coming decade 
that assumed Moscow would 
need up to two years to mobilise 
for a major invasion mice its 
forces withdrew from Eastern 
Europe. 

The confidential plan, pre- 
sented to President in late June 
by Defence Secretary Dick 
Cheney and General Colin 
Powell, chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, would reduce 
overseas deployments and estab- 
lish a new organisational 
framework for the military, the 
Tunes said. 

It would mean a marked 
change from the assumption 
underlying American military 
strategy during the cold wan That 
the United States might have as 
little as two weeks to reinforce 
NATO forces if Moscow 
appeared to be p re parin g an 
attack on Western Europe, the 
paper said. 


“We cannot confirm who is in 
control of specific parts of the 
downtown areas,” saidU.S. State 
Department spokesman Richard 
Boucher in Washington, who de- 
scribed the battle lines as indis- 
tinct and the military situation as 
fluid. 

Although he said Liberian gov- 
ernment troops could apparently 
move around quite freely, forces 
loyal to President Samuel Doe 
lost the momentum of an earlier 
counter-punch that broke the 
advance of rebel fighters to his 
seaside executive mansion. 

Doe's men held onto the De- 
fence Ministry and areas east of it 
leading to die president's head- 
quarters, but the Finance Mnris- 
tzy, National Bank and telecom- 
munications centre were control- 
led by Prince Yorarie Johnson’s 
breakaway rebel group. 



Janes Baker 

mentor, were World War II 
allies. 

The onset of the cold war, 
however, halted most U.S.- 
Mongolian contacts. Diplomatic 
relations were established only 
in 1987. 

The Mongolian-Soviet allian ce 
began in 1921, when the Soviet 
Army helped a small band of 
Mongolian revolutionaries oust 
their Chinese overlords. Since 
then, Moscow has stationed 
troops in Mongolia and been its 
chief source of econo mi c aid. 

Moscow plans to pull all its 
troops out by 1992 and is cutting 
back on aid and investment. 
Mongolian officials say ties with 
the Soviet Union will always bold 
a special place in the foreign 
policy, if only because of geogra- 
phy, but that they want better 
relations with thfe United States 
and other Western countries. 

They especially hope for West- 
ern trade, investment and tech- 
nology. 

U.S. -Mongolian trade totalled 
$1.6 million in 1989. A U.S. 
textile company recently agreed 
to set up a joint venture in Mon- 
golia to process camel hair, and a 
Texas-based company is sear- 
ching for oil here. 


Manila 
to try 
DEA 
agents 

WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
Murder charges have been filed 
by the Philippine constabulary 
against three U.S. Drug Enforce- 
ment Administration (DEA) 
agents and 13 members of the 
Philippine National Bureau of 
Investigation (NB1) and police 
who were involved in a coopera- 
tive, undercover anti-narcotics 
effort. State Department spokes- 
man Richard Bouchers said. 

“They were accused in the kill- 
ing of a Philippine colonel and 
two aides suspected of setting 
heroin,” he said, noting the U.S. 
agents had left the Philippines 
before the charges were filed. | 

The deputy spokesman empha- 
sised that the DEA agents “were 
working at the request of the 
Philippine government” with the 
NBI “in an undercover capacity 
to stop illegal narcotics traf- 
ficking.” 

Boucher said, “There are no 
plans at tins time” for the agents 
to return to the Philippines, not- 
ing that the United States does 
not have an extradition treaty 
with the Philippines. 

Japanese freed 

Communist rebels Thursday 
freed a Japanese aid worker held 
for 65 days on Negros Island, 
radio stations stud. An American 
peace corps worker was also to be 
released later in the day. 

Radio station DZXL, report- 
ing from Negros, said Fumio 
Munno was brought by his rebel 
captors and handed over to a 
“freedom committee'’ which 
negotiated hs release. 


But rival rebel commander 
Charles Taylor boasted that 

Johnson l&d fallen into a trap and 
would soon be crushed before 
Taylor’s forces went on to end tire 
decade-long rule of former army 
Master Sergeant Doe. 

“I will finish this war in 10 
days,” Taylor told Reuters cor- 
respondent GUI Tudor in an In- 
terview at Fifteen Gate, a road 
junction 45 kSometres from the 

capital. 

Taylor said he had deliberately 
allowed Johnson, a farmer army 
officer, into Monrovia so las 
forces would be bottled up 
against the president's men. 

“We’re going to destroy them 
(Johnson’s forces) and then we're 
going to go on and get Doe,” be 
said, 

Taylor, whose National Patrio- 
tic Front of Liberia began the 


attempt to overthrow Doe by 
invading from neighbouring Ivory 
Coast in December, scoffed at 
tire size of his opponent* s forces. 

But Western reporters inspect- 
ing the capital found large squads 
of rebels from Johnson’s indepen- 
dent Palmitic Front controlling 
the commanding heights of 
Crown H®. In contrast to ner' 
vous and trigger-happy govern- 
ment troops, they seemed relaxed 
and keen to talk. 

Taylor’s nominee, as defence 
m ini ster, Tom Woewiyu, told re- 
porters at tiie United Nations in' 
New York that the United States 
was propping up Johnson, whom 
he called a deranged mnrderer, 
with a view to “either controlling 
or installing someone of their 
choice when the dust settles.” - 

Asked about the allegation, a 
U.S. official repeated that 


Washington was not supporting 
any faction in the conflict in the 
West African .state wfckh was 
funded by freed black U.S. 
slaves. 

The State D epartme nt, while 
calling for a halt to tire movement 
of war material into Liberia, 
announced efforts to make 
emergency -food- available to re- 
fugees fleeing’ tire conflict 

AH the rebel forces accuse Doe 
of massive corruption, but they 
fell out among themselves over 
allegations tty Taylor that John- 
son summarily executed souse of 
bis own men. ~ 

. Die United Nations appears to 
be emphasising the need for ac- 
tion first by African countries to 
try to end the civil war in Liberia, 
despite a call- by Liberian U^N. 
Representative William Bull for 
in voi v tmentbytfac world body. 
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Bull, who c onfe rr ed with UJT. 
Secretary General . JaVier .Perez, 
de Cuellar on Wednesday morn- 
ing, did not say poblidy what he 
wanted the United States-to- do. 
Bat a U.N. spokesman said be 
thought 

mind “sort , of V.gjood offices 
mission by^ the^ secretary 
general.”' - v\ t _ \ ; 


Trinidad denies deal to 
revolt, says rebelsto be tried 


PORT-OF-SPAIN, Trinidad 
(AP) — Officials said Thursday 
they will press charges against 112 
Muslim rebels who took Prime 
Minister Arthur N.R. Robinson 
and 54 others hostage in a failed 
attempt to topple the govern- 
ment. 

Muslim rebel leader Yasan Abu 
Bakr and his followers surren- 
dered and freed their remaining 
46 hostages Wednesday, ending a 
crisis that began five days earlier 
with the armed seizure of parlia- 
ment and the government’s tele- 
vision station. 

State radio said Leo des 
Vignes, a junior government 
mrnider who was taken hostage 
last Friday and released one day 
later, died of a heart attack 
Wednesday in a hospital.' He had 
been shot in the heel. 

Government officials said 
Wednesday they had not deter- 
mined tire number killed and 
wounded in the hostage-taking 
and subsequent widespread loot- 
ing on the Caribbean island off 
the coast of Venezuela. They said 
at least two police officers were 
killed. 

U.S. Ambassador Charles Gar- 
gano had said be was told by the 
government that at least 20 peo- 
ple died and that bodies were left 
in the parliament building. 

Despite rebel claims they had 
been granted amnesty. Deputy 
Prime Minister Winston Booker- 
an emphatically denied that any 
deals were struck. 

“We have made no deals with 
this extremist group,” he told 
reporters at a news conference 
late Wednesday night. 

He said “ a p pr opriate charges” 
would be brought against the 
rebels. Asked whether the 
charges would include murder 
and treason, Dookeran said it 
would be up to the judicial au- 
thorities to decide. 

Abo Bakr, a former policeman 
who converted to Islam and re- 
gards himself as a champion of 
the downtrodden, was under 
heavy guard, along with the other 
111 rebels, at army headquarters 
in Chaguerames in northwest Tri- 
nidad. 

The freed hostages spent’ the 
night at Camp Ogden, another 
army Base near the capital of 
Port-of-Spain, for medical exams 
and treatment. 

Contrary to earlier daims that 
the prime minister had agreed to 
resign, Dookeran said Robinson 



Residents of Port-of-Spain crowd 
Wednesday 

remained in charge of tire govem- 
ment. 

“Prime Minis ter Robinson is 
die prime minister of Trinidad 
and Tobago,” Dookeran said. 
“There is no intention to resign.” 

He said the rebels had “surren- 
dered unconditionally.” 

Abu Bakr bad demanded 
Robinson's ouster, accusing him 
of corruption and Manring him 
for widespread poverty in tins 
once oil-rich nation of 13 million 
people. 

The 63-year-old prime minister 
has freed Tuesday and hospital- 
ised for treatment of a leg wound 
suffered in the takeover as well as 
exhaustion and glaucoma. 

Defence cheif Joe Theodore 
said Abu Bakr had agreed to 
surrender Tuesday night, four 
days after the siege began. 

“I just think they were worn 
down,” he said. “They just 
wanted out They had come to 
tiie conclusion they had tailed.” 

The attack set off a wave of 
looting. Hundreds of people took 
to the streets, ransacking stores 
and warehouses and carrying 
away everything from food to 
television sets. 

Damage was estimated at $50 
nriOion. and food sud medical 
shortages were beginning to set 
in. It was tire worst violence here 
since a black power uprising in 
tire early 1970s. 

Bookeran, the minister of plan- 


in front of shops prior to ' a curfew before V revolt aided hie 


ning who doubles ^as deputy 
prime monster, said a state of 
e mergen cy, mchirfmg an island- 
wide cn rfew, would remain-. in. 
effect until tire country gets bode 
to normal. • 

Theodore said 112 rebels, in- 
cluding Abu Bakr, took part in 
the coup. 

He smd 46 hostages held at tiie 
parliamen t and the TV building 
1.6 kilometres away were re- 
leased Wednesday. The 29 oqftiyes: 
at the TV station were aB station 
employees. The re mainin g 17 
hostages at toe parliament budd- 
ing included seven cabinet minis- 
ters. 

Witnesses said Aba Bakr 
emerged first when the rebels 
surrendered. Wearing a Fez, a 
white tnmp and white trousers, 
he dropped his gun and put his 
hands behind his head. 

After boarding an army bos, 
Abu Bakr shouted, “Allahu 
Akfabar.” 

The parliament budding was 
evacuated next Several hostages 
held handkerchiefs to their feces, 
presumably because of the stench 
from dead bodies left behind. 

A local reporter who spoke 
with the former hostages at Camp 
Ogden said they told him they 
had not eaten since Friday but 
were otherwise well. They were 
all undergoing medical exams in a 
tent. 

Baler’s Jamaat A1 Muslimeen . 


groupwas frxmdedinl984andis 
betaredtotave^to 300 mem- 
bers. J.-./.' - : ' 

• Asked, about reports '/.that 
Robinson had heeft waned to ez- 
pfosefife at one- stage. Therefore 
said,' “No, ^nothing like that.” 
He. said, however,, a vehicle 
had been wired to teqriode and 
left in front the parliament 
building. ' V • - • - ■ 

The. defence, chief said the re- 
bels hadagreedtoleaveaU their 
egqriosrres .-and ammuniti on on 
tire speakerVtable m the partia- 
meat budding. SoWiera were .to 
go into tire budding Thursday to 
retrieve them. 

Officials said the rebels were 
aimed with AK-47 assault rifles, 
vintage World War H rifles, 
pump-action shotguns, pistols, 
grenades and other, explosives 
Abu Bakr released Dookeran 
Saturday, saying he wanted tire 
deputy prime minister to bead a 
caretaker goveannent.thatweuld 
lurid new elections within 90 
days. .. 

Robinson won a Ianddkte 'nor 
foxy in 1986 and does not have fo 
be call another election until 1991 
under the c onstitu tion. - 
The attempted coup began Fri- 
day when armed rebels stormed 
the state television station ’ and 
the partfement building, taking- 
top government officials , and 
other captives. They also burned 
down tiie police station. 


Seoul approves visit 
of priests to North 



SEOUL (R) — South Korea 
Thursday approved a visit to 
North Korea by a group of Ro- 
man Catholic priests and told 
other people they could apply to 
go there as well. 

Unification Minister Hong 
Sung-Chul said any South Ko- 
reans, including dissidents, could 
travel to the North in fee five 
days from Aug. 13 providing 
North Korea guaranteed their 
security and safe return. 

“Even if North Korea setae* 
lively allow visitors, we will issue 
approvals for their visits in a ted 
to promote travel between the 
South and North,” he told a news 
conference. 

North Korea has virtually re- 
jected Seoul’s call for a free 
e xchan g e of visits by impo sing 
stringent conditions, but express- 
ed willingness to invite dissidents. 

Die South Korean Catholic 
Priests’' Association for Justice, 
which often criticises government 
policies, said Tuesday it was 
sending 15 priests to Pyongyang 
for a mass Aug. 15, Korean Inde- 
pendence Day, to promote uni- 
fication of tire Koreas. 

North Korea, which fought a 
three-year war in the 1950s with 


fee South, allowed a priest to' 
celebrate mass in a Pyongyang 
cathedral last year. 

A priest and a 21-year-old 
woman student were jailed for 
five years earlier tins year for 
visiting Pyongyang despite 
Seoul’s ban ou travel to tire 
North, still technically at war wife 
South Korea. 

Hong, however, stood by 
Seoul's condition for a joint uni- 
fication rally in Panmujom on 
independence day that repre- 
sentatives from all walks of life 
should be allowed to take part. 

North Korea wants the 
Cbonmmyon dissident coalition 
to be the sole southern partici- 
pants. 

Hong said fee border village of 
pamnunjom, tire only cross in g' 
point between fee two Koreas, is 
a symbol of unification and 
should not be used for political 
propaganda. 

Tbe crossing area in Patuanun- 
jom, a duster of official buildings 
40 kilometres north of Seoul, is a 
circle, 800 metres in diameter, 
under strict military control. 

North Korea said Wednesday it 
would guarantee the safety of a 


Qionzninyon delegation if it vi- 
sited Pyongyang next week to 
prepare for the Pammmjom rally 
but reiterated that only Cbonnti- 
nyon members were welcome. 

“ChonminyoQ members could 
go to North Korea daring tire five 
days in mid-August but we will 
not allow them to visit (Pyon- 
gyang) by themselves next week 
because this contradicts the pur- 
pose of the pan-national rally n 
Hong said. 

South Korea would seek an 

agreement wife the North for free 

inter-Korean travel when their 
prime ministers meet in Septem- 
ber and October, Hong said. 

The Seoul government has 
grown increasingly confident 
since President Rob Tae-Woo 
held talks last June in San Fran- 
cisco wife Soviet President 
Mflchafl Gorbachev. Pyon gy an g 
relies heavily oq the Soviet Union 

for arms and oil. 


record 


-j — oj — wwign i cu mos- 

COW for seeking better relations 
with South Korea. A Sooth Ko- 
rean delegation is currently visit- 
ing Moscow for talks expected to 
lead eventually to foil diplomatic 
relations 


MOSCOW (R) — Tbe. Sovie 
Union's grain harvest this .yeai 
coukl reach a record 260 mSfioz 
tonnes, senior Skiviet agriculton 
official Vladlen Nikitin • safe 
Thursday. • 

“Tbere-are 300 

ripening inrthe fidds; M N9adi 
said in a speech broadcast-or 
Soviet television. • * ; “.- 

“Qnf losses-, are loozfeaiy 3( 
to 40 mUfion tramcsyfeCTeiforowt 
h*vt areal possibility df ac&e* 
ing a harvest of. 260 millk* 
tonnes:” •. •'* * • •' 

The previtink- record' Soyfol 
harvestwas 237 mflliou tbnhes* 
197S. Last year’s output waa 2D 
muhofi tonines and the cou^td 
had to use scarce hard curre&j 
reserves to import 3S nriflfon.tQ& 
nes of cereals and - 


on fbod foiti 






